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AB KI BAAR, COALITION SARKAR: Exit polls had given NDA a huge majority, almost in line with Modi’s 400-paar forecast-though ground reports suggested a much tighter race. 
With BJP on its own falling short of the magic mark, Modi-for the first time since he became Gujarat CM in 2001— will have to depend on allies to form govt. Nitish Kumar and 
Chandrababu Naidu, who returned to NDAs fold just before the elections, havea track record of being fickle allies. For Rahul Gandhi and INDIA, the results brought back 
memories of 2004, when Sonia helmed Cong to an unexpected win over Vajpayee-led NDA, which was seen to be coasting to victory on the back of its ‘India Shining’ campaign 


Hat-Tricky: 


Mustrations: Uday Deb 
‘RAHUL GANDHI | In the toughest election of 
his career, Gandhi emerged as a major 
winner and the biggest player within the 
INDIA bloc. His strategy, approach and 
campaign helped Congress mount a come- 
back that will establish him as the chief 
opposition to Modi, He backed a national 
alliance, plumped for big compromises in : 
seat-sharing, and alongside Mallikarjun Kharge, formed a duo that 
ensured coordination with allies. His two Bharat Jodo Yatras took the 
party back to the people. His return as an MP from UP is likely to 
further help Congress in its bid to shore up its presence in the north 


AKHILESH YADAV | Finally ends his losing streak, 
Which began with a rout in 2017. SP's strong show 
ing — it’s now the 3rd largest party in LS after BIP & 
Cong — restores his status as a powerful satrap 
with a national role, The fact that this success was 
made possible by support from non-Yadav OBCs and 
, Dalits means he will be a strong challenger in the 
country's most politically important state 


'NCHANDRABABU NAIDU | The TOP chiefis living 

proof ofthe folly of writing a politician's epitaph 

‘Almost consigned to history after he left NDA in 2019, 

when he was roundly defeated by Jagan Reddy, 

Naidu, jailed by his bitter rival, is now back as CM of P 
state where he first earned his reputation as a 

good administrator and reformer. With BIP falling 


short of a majority in LS, Naidu can marshal his num- 

bers to try to secure disproportionate returns on 

Issues such as a special package for Andhra Pradesh and good portolios. 
May also combine with Nitish to restrain the Hindutva agenda 


\NITISH KUMAR | The political gymnast has landed on his 
feet yet again. Bihar's results have validated his much- 
‘mocked decision to switch sides before the elections. 
Not only did the defection not cost him votes, it may 
have also helped thwart the formation of a larger social 
Coalition that embarrassed NDA in neighbouring UP. A 
ruthless practitioner of realpolitik, he is likely to leverage 
his numbers to push demands like special category 
status for Bihar, even a caste census. BJP is unlikely to 
ask or leadership ofthe Bihar coalition in 2025 when state pals are due 


MAMATA BANERJEE | Many said this was her 
toughest challenge yet, with her back to the wall 

following repeated raids by central agencies and 

the Modi-Shah duo's focus on Bengal's 42 seats. 

But, as in the 2021 assembly polls, she has once i) 
again proved the prophecies of her decline to be 


vastly exaggerated. Contrary to exit poll 
predictions, she actually raised her LS tally from 
22to 29, A weaker BIP at the Centre could also 

mean less aggressive central agencies in Bengal 


MKSTALIN | A staunch ally of Rahul Gandhi through 
good times and bad, he has led DMK and its allies to 
a.clean sweep in Tamil Nadu. His success in 
thwarting PM Mod's determined bid to expand 
JP's presence in TN has bolstered his 

political standing. AIADMK seems to be 

in decline, another plus for him 


UDDHAV THACKERAY | He has emerged as inheritor of 
Balasaheb Thackeray's political legacy. Success outside 

the stronghold of Mumbai without BJP's support has 

established his as the ‘real Sena’ — which could help ) r 
lure back those who'd left him for Shinde, it will also 

‘strengthen his claim to be MVA's CM face in state polls j 


TEIASHW YADAV | Braving scorching sun and 
recurting back pain, Tejashwi spearheaded the 
opposition campaign single-handedly against 
an array of senior B1P functionaries like PM 

Modi, Amit Shah and JP Nada, With the 

Congress brass, including Rahul Gandhi 

and Mallikarjun Kharge busy elsewhere, it was 
Rs left to Tejashwi to lead the show and eventually 
help RID rise its Lok Sabha tally to 4 from zero 
in 2019, Addressing 251 rallies and hundreds of roadshows, he has set 
the stage forthe 2025 assembly election in Bihar, where he will seek 
to further improve on RJD's impressive performance in the 2020 polls 


aw 


YS JAGAN MOHAN REDDY | This rout in both LS and assembly * 
ishis biggest setback since he rebelled against Congress and 
charted his independent path. it must have come as a 

shock after the freebies he dispensed. The paltry numbers 
leave him vulnerable to a resurgent Naidu, whom he had 

jailed, and without any leverage with the Centre 


NAVEEN PATNAIK | That he could not better PK 
Chamling’s record as India's longest-serving CM will 
Prd hurt. But it will pale before the agony caused by the 

‘), double defeat on Tuesday. The loss of office in 
Bhubaneswar, and of the leverage he had with Delhi 
before the LS rout, come at atime when he is notin 
the best condition to mount a fightback. BIP's 

determination to consolidate its hard-fought gains can 


only cause more trouble for the veteran, who was once 
considered unbeatable in Odisha 


ARVIND KEJRIWAL | The SC decision to grant bail to 
Delhi's CM was a major reprieve for AAP and the 
INDIA bloc. But the script began to unravel with the 
assault on RS MP Swati Maliwal by Kejriwal's 
assistant generating unwanted headlines. The cases 
against him and senior AAP members dominated 
elections in the capital. The party's failure to win a 
single seat in Delhi forthe third time running isa big 
setback for Keriwal, who turned the polls into a viral referendum on his 
incarceration with his “ail ka jawab vote se” campaign. AP's poor 
performance in Punjab in the LS elections soon after its landslide in the 
2022 state pols could spell more trouble for the party and its chief 


MAYAWATI | The BSP chief has been an enigma 
this election. After keeping away from any 
anti-BIP coalition, she bet big on the Muslim 
vote, giving 30% of her party tickets to the 
community. Yet, the BSP campaign floundered, 
with the SP-Congress combine gamering the 
bulk of the Muslim vote by virtue of being the 
stronger anti-BJP force. The non-Yadav OBCs and non-Jatav Dalits who 
Were part of BSP's base have already drifted away, largely towards BLP. 
Now there are signs that even the Jatavs are dispirited by the party's 
waning prospects and Mayawat's erratic functioning, manifested in the 
dramatic sacking of her nephew midway through the campaign 


‘YOGI ADITYANATH | Expected to deliver a hand- 
‘some tally in UP on the plank of improved law & 
order and construction of the Ram Temple, the fe 
UP CM was unable to maintain the momentum 
tthe party had gained since 2014, when it won 71 
‘seats. Itis a personal setback for him as the 
saffron party suffered the maximum damage in 
eastern UP, his own turf. One of BIP's star 
‘campaigners, he will face a formidable challenge 
from a rejuvenated Akhilesh Yadav-led SP 


NDA 272 Paar, INDIA Raises Bar 


Short Of Majority, [X]IXEEWWEI 6 CHANGES FROM 2019 To 2024 


in 2019, Cong had won just 15 of 190 (total seats 80) almost halved from 62 to 33, Nagaland and 1 of 2 seats in Meghalaya. 
aS (@) e seats, or barely 8%, where it was in fell from 23 to 10 in Maharashtra (48), from But BJP retained 9 seats in Assam and 2 
direct contest with BJP. This time, it won61 18 to 12 in Bengal (42) and in TN (39) it each in Arunachal & Tripura 
or over 28% of 214 such direct contests failed to open its account. The Sth, Bihar, BUP had won 77 of 131 SC/ST seats 
On Ambitious AULi@S | pirzn.semczsernonsaszsens, a S2¥itsed seas om is20i9talyatir, Bech oun a tin te Cong 
share of 86% in the alliance and majority though NDA won 30 of the state's 40 seats. had won just 11. This time, BJP's tally fell to 


‘on its own. Now, it has 240 of 290 — slightly 4 The northeast, where BJP had expanded 53, while Cong upped its kitty to 33 
successful defence of her bas- | reduced 83% — and no majority by itself massively in recent years, also dealt it ayp wil form a govt in Odisha for the 1st 


tion in Bengal. bit ofa blow with both seats in Manipur ; 
eit rea Bak BJP nanageil otoageans: Four of the 5 states with most LS seats , time, ending the 24-yr tenure of Naveen 
Wee cision “itataraeieees | ainacimedg Metacamemt”  Gimaritersmat 
third time in a row, but Odisha, the sweep of Andhra 
suffered a setback asan unex- Pradesh by itsally TDP and by ir faith i 
pectedly strong show by C ing itsstrongholds of Guja- People have placed their faith in NDA for a 


ress, Samajwadi Pai rat and Madhya Pradesh from 3rd consecutive time! This is a historic 
‘Trinamool Congress denied — being breached. It also perfor- feat... | PM NARENDRA MODI'S POST ON x 
hima Lok Sabha majority. med well in Assam, Chhattis- | 

garh, Jharkhand and, along 


VICTORY MARGINS __ with ally JD(U), retained its 


Narendra Modi (Varanasi) dominance in Bihar. 
he failure to secure an ab- 


The people of India have saved 
the Constitution and democracy 
| RAHUL GANDHI'S POST ON X 


LBL (2019: 481) solute majority dampened ce- 
Amit Shah (Gandhinagar) —_—_lebrations of Modi’s succ 
TAL (2019: 5.51) in becoming the first PM to 

. cure three consecutive terms 

Areata een since Nehru in 1962, BUP’s sco- 

EDeink contest re of 240, while distinctly un- 

Rahul Gandhi derwhelming when viewed 

Rae Bareli: 3.9L through the prism of the pre 

(2019: Did not contest) vious two single-party majori. 


Wayanad: 3.6L (2019: 431) _ties and the 400+ target Modi 
hadsetforhimself, isstillacre- 


Rakibul Hussain (Cong) ditable performance for a govt 
Dhubri: LOL facing 10-year incumbenc’ 


The loss of majority leaves 
‘Shankar Lalwani (BJP) BJP dependent on allies 


Indore: LOL both bigger like TDP (16) and 
(NOTA 2nd, with 2.1L votes) JD-U (12) as well as smaller 
———________— ones like Chirag Paswan's LJP. 
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se cone eee inflicted outlook and maximalist app: Rahul 
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Waihinh ainsStiniie wamtieemninw'em VOWS War against graft running country: 


whichhadplayedacrucialrole ged further by feelers from ‘Team TO! said in his addre ( > ongres 
' jun Ki 


‘ious two victori- Congress and others in the op- cadres who had 


work by Cong- position, is going to be a cons- Yhrugging off celebra- applaud the verdict that wil J results a mandate a whether to talk to 
. y Thackeray and tant worry for BJP. G tions in the opposition lead to the third consecutive : inst PM Modi anda “very big 
arad Pawar in Maharash : J camp over BJP’s loss of — Modi-led regime. } and damaging political and 
tra; and Mamata Bana > Continued on P 38 } majority, PM Narendra Modi If he was feeling disappo- : moral defeat” for him and TDP, JD-U, he says 
me : Tuesday declared his third —inted over the results, Modi ; BJPas“hesoughtvotesinhis "/"hough NDA is past the 
termwouldbedefinedbybold did not show it. Nor was the- _ ownnameeverywhere majority mark, Rahul Ga- 


re Congress MP Rahul Ga. ndhi said INDIA’ members 
ndhi, at the same press con- would meet Wednesday and 
ference in Delhi on Tue decide whether to approach 


said that “the main mi rtners JD(U) and TDP, 


Saffron sweeps all 7 Delhi toate duc mee wl 
cifically aimed at women, the —_a restraint with the PM s 
seats for 3rd time in row, 


Be 


00) 


STs and decla- _ ingthathisdriveagains 


i sssonwith ruption would continue. inthiselectionisthatpeople _ bothpartof NDAnow inabid 

. hisdriveagainst corruption. “If the country has to | have unanimously and cle: to try and form govt. Sena 

takes Gen. Noida Gzb TOO { ““at'indians wilt walk to- progress in the 21st century, yy said, ‘we don’t want Na- (UBTY’s Uddhav Thackeray, 

’ J : getherandmakethe country then we will have to wage a rendra Modi and Amit Shah part of INDIA, said, “We need 

Team TOI THE WINNERS i progress...thethirdtermwill war against corruption,” : involved in the running of to stake claim to form govt 

beusedtowritenewchapters Modiasserted P thiscountry’." reqwto! Cong netasand others are tal- 

twas once again capital pu- North East Delhi| Chandni Chowk of bold decisions and it : king to Naidu and Nitish, All 
[nistmen for the opposi- |\Tiwari| BJP PKhandelwal| : guarantee of Modi,” the PM Continued on P 38 | Related report, P 30 possibilitiesare open.” P28 

tion. Brought together by (by L4L votes) | BUP (by 89.3K) . aereeseeerses peeeenesenenes 


the compelling need to avoid New Delhi ‘South Delhi ; i 

I g of votes, AAP and H % . . 

Seems fee eee = = Naidu’sback withabangin  — SerabeatsSena 
mcieaeeteictoems, (man | Griad by 48 votes in 
da aig a. Andh disha in Odisha _ see-sa 
memtouseacetae: [event (noae | ra, new disha in Odisha __ see-sawthriller 


thedaycouldn'tmakeanydent _ |(by29lakh votes) | BIP (by 93.6K) 


la akea ; na nail-biting finish, Ra- 
intheBJPfortress. Thesaffron | West Delhi ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS 2024 f 


vindra Waikar of the E) 


party sailed through blithe, Sehrawat BU (b/20 H midst the excitement | nath Shinde-led Shiv Sena 
winningall seven seatsandse- | | vce] i \ of LSelections,thetwo | ANDHRA | 175 SEATS ODISHA | 147 SEATS : narrowly defeated Shiv Sena 
turing a vote share of 544%, _|haziabad bape bigassembly pollssaw | @ typ © jnp exp eB (Uddhav Thackeray)'s Amol 
albeit down by 2.3% from its major upsets as BJP uproo- | © vercp @ Bp } Kirtikar from the Mumbai 
2019 voteshare. AAPand Cong ted Naveen Patnaik’s BJD, y @Cong © Others Northwest co- 


ress together polled 43.1% ending an unbroken 24-year | 99% 51 nstituency by 
Having been pragmatic stint in Odisha, and N just 48. votes, 


enough toreplaceallitssitting s'sUditRajby29lakh+ votes. : Chandrababu Naidu madea t lif | 14| : the lowest ma- 
MPs, except for Manoj Tiwari, BJP also swept Delhi’s ne- : dramaticcomebackin Andh- 7 rgin in India, 
BJP turned out to be the win: ighbourhood, with two-time : ra Pradesh with his TDP-led i Uddhav said 
- a Seat Seat h rt r. 

an Pw his party will 


ner whotook all. From Tiwari, MPMaheshSharmascoringa : alliance ousting YSRCP’s YS 
who defeated Congress’ Kan- hat challenge the result. UBT’s 


ick in Noidawiththebig- : Jagan Mohan Red 


haiya Kumar by 14 lakh votes gest victory margin (56 lakh) | BJP rode anti-incumben- 8 4 Kirtikar had been leading 
to debutant Bansuri Swaraj, in UP and Atul Garg winning : cysentimentagainst Naveen, the EVM count for much of 
who trounced AAP’s Somnath Ghaziabadby3.3lakhvotes.  ; harping on emotive issues lost inKantabanji,one of the BJP 8) in the 175member as- { the afternoon. But the mood 
Bharti by 78,370votes, BJPste- ‘The party also retained : likeOdiaasmitaand identity _ twoseatshe contested. sembly, Jagan lost the status : changed soon after as his le- 
amrolled the opposition. The Gurgaon, where Rao Inderjit Till 10pm, BJP had won 65 — InAP.Naiduwouldbethe of leader of opposition as { ad shrank to one vote. And 


biggest margin was in North Singhwonarecordsixthterm, : (and was leading in 13 more), first CM to get a fourth term. YSRCP, with just 11 seats, co- : when the postal ballots were 
West Delhi where Yogendra andFaridabad,whereKPGur- : BJD5landCongressi4 inthe While thealliance won 164se- _uld not win the minimum 18  added,theleadswung in Wai- 
Chandoliya defeated Congres- jarscoredahattrick.PI43 : ‘147-strong assembly. Naveen ats (TDP 135, Jana Sena 21, required for thestatus, P20 kar’sfavour: P27 
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Faizabad to SP, barely 4mths | both BSP and SP, 


after shrine’s inauguration, | Chandrashekhar 
@31L cr investor wealth wiped out in a session | sowitsietesessin | keds 
‘Ayodhya division | P7 projects himself 
Teau TO! SSS CRD q i | aS. Dalit icon and wins UP's 
baat BIGGEST FALLIN % TERMS SINCE COVIDCRASH 11 Adanico stocks | »conawrstsbackamet fina eis 
Mumbai: Investors, globally. [5009 ‘SENSEX INTRA DAY a KL-shartna defeats > Jailed pro-Khalistan 
irattca pats [S=* a crash, group m-cap | 5. stares orlegeccpaly 
eek sata mo: Soretingy: || plunges %3.6L.cr | smrtitraniby Sarabjeet Singh Khalsa, son 
ting ding Tossay trating [AP nvestors in Adani group | L7L+ votes |P7 Seat seounasii pice 
on Dalal Street. The result: A | 72000 —— — om a companies wereleft poorer | > Cong Bie ree i retin He 
never-seen-before —4,390-point — - byamassive Rs3.6 lakh crore ipur as ing tes ‘ 
crash in sensex and Rs 3t-lakh- | > Sensexloses 4390 points its] > Worstresultday formitsinee on Tuesday asstock prices of | groups ~ Kukis nhillsand | Rashid, jailed under UAPA, 
biggest plunge ever. Previous ast5 polls, sensex closed Meiteis in Imphal valley — defeats Omar Abdullah | P 31 
crorewealthdestructioninjust | Bigges ‘4 jg all the 11 companies crashed pl 7 
a} ‘was 3,935-pt loss on ower only twice —"19 & 24 — this vote for it |P 27 te Cong Wing EANAGVANth 
six-and-a-half hours. Napssaitcuricaey, Heiotewostwittasedep om the back of a depleted rit | ‘ong wins Banaskantha, 
On Tuesday, contrary toex- : : : es : mandate for the BJP-led NDA > BIP opens its account | denies BIP hat-trick of clean 
“| > Biggest fall in% terms since _| > Investors lose most in absolute - ow Open! 
itpoll predictions of a resoun- | Cavid crash in Mar'20: At5.7%, | terms ina day: BSE falisby Coalition. The group's combi in Kerala as Suresh | SWeeps in Gujarat | P 29 
ding election mandate for BJP, | <oNGe dives the mest SLiLertowoLaLenbiggestiogs "ed M-cap fell from Rs 194 Gopi, ‘Modi's man’ | > SP.wins all seats 
Voters left the governing party | over 4 years in % terms before thison Mar23,"20(@14L cr) akh crore on Monday to Rs &actor-turned neta, | contested by members of 
31 short of the majority mark 158 lakh crore, BSE data sho- eth 
f ; ea : wins Thrissur Yadav 1st family: 
andmadeitdependentonallies bold policy decisions to push ned 200 points down but then wed. Group flagship Adani | > rowhaslittle | Kannauj (Akhilesh), 
suchas TDP and JD(U). the economy along the strong heavy ellingpulleditdownby Enterprisesledtheslump. As | > Sandeshkall rw has I Mains (ieapiey” 
As a result, investors now economic growth path that it's over 6,000 points. the stock crashed 19%, its | Impacton Basithat ” Hd | 
‘ ape ‘ : aiket capa as TMC's Nurul Islam beats Badaun (Aditya), > 
expect that the new govt will already on. As the initial poll market cap worth Rs 80,16 | cena ea aad aksh 
not be able to take some of the results trickled in, sensex ope- Continued on P25 crore eroded, P25 BPs Rektia Patra, iil ay), 
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For comparison, 2014 and 2019 results are visualised with current NDA and INDIA alliances 


2014 
2019 
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UTTAR PRADESH | 80 SEATS 


Samajwadi Surge incia's argest state gave BP 
its biggest shock of the LS polls, the saffron double engine 
of Modi and Yogi derailing before the INDIA bloc pairing of 
Akhilesh Yadav and Rahul Gandhi. With 37 seats, Samajwadi 


Party emerged as the star performer of the Congress-led 
alliance, putting in its best Lok Sabha performance. Seen 


as overwhelming favourite, BJP fell to 33 seats (also losing 
‘Ayodhya) and NDA to 36 from 64 (BJP 62) in 2018. Its vote share 
fell from nearly 50% to around 43% while SP's jumped from 
18% in 2019 to 33.5 %. Congress won six seats (its vote share 
rising from 6.5% to nearly 10%), giving INDIA bloc a total of 43. 


MADHYA PRADESH | 29 
Saffron fortress intact after 


this bruising victory, as the saffron camp 
gets into damage-assessment mode, this 
is one state it 
needn't worry 
about. Building on 
the momentum 

of the 2023 
‘Assembly polls, 
BUP swept all 29 
seats, finally breaching the Congress citadel 
of Chhindwara. The Nath family's political 
fortunes were at stake in what was their 
impregnable stronghold for four decades. fhe 
29-0 scoreline was also a boost for CM Mohan 
Yadav, who was propelled from the back 
benches of state BJP to the top post. 


GUJARAT | 26 
BJP clean sweep denied 


2 
0 


2024 


Congress's sole win, ending its 
decade-long losing streak — in 
Banakskantha — denied BJP a hat- 
trick of clean sweeps, but the rest of 
the state reposed unwavering faith in 
Modi, with BJP bagging 25 of 26 seats. 
Union home minister Amit Shah 
rewrote his 2019 electoral victory 
margin record of 5.6 lakh by posting 4 
a thumping win in Gandhinagar, this” 
time with a 7.4 lakh-plus margin. In » 
Navsari, state BJP chief C R Paatil 


bettered his 2019 record. , 
RAJASTHAN | 25, ‘dd a. 
Cong sees revival 


oY 
2 a) 


2024 


Congress ended its decade-long Lok Sabha seat 
drought with an impressive performance as it 
wrested 11 seats (3 with allies) in a state where BJP 
had made two clean sweeps in 2014 and 2019 and 
recently won assembly elections. Its experiment of 
forming its first alliance in the state with parties like 
RLP, BAP and CPM paid off — in fact, BAP’s Raj Kumar 
Roat won by more than 2 lakh votes in Banswara, 

the place where the PM delivered the ‘mangalsutra’ 
speech after the first phase of polling. The absence 
of strong state-level leadership and party veteran 
‘Vasundhara Raje from the scene hurt BJP, 


JHARKHAND | 14 


NDA leads, INDIA gains noa oct 
nine seats out of 14 in Jharkhand, of which BJP won 
eight and its alliance partner, Ajsu P, one. INDIA 


improved its performance * 
2014 ERE) — by increasing the size of 
29 TT 

‘went with INDIA, ina 
CM Hemant Soren. JMM successfully tapped into 


its kitty from two to five. 
2024 

show of resentment over 
tribal sentiment against central govt refusing a 


All tribal-reserved seats 
13123 ED action against former 
separate Sarna code in the Census register. 


PUNJAB | 13 

Fractured verdict mutt-comered 
contests in all 13 seats 

a4 EE of Punjab threw up a 

2019 ERENEMEEY fractured verdict as 
governing party AAP 

2024 upped its tally to 3, 


Congress won 7 seats. 
Congress and AAP were 
not in alliance here. Jailed pro-Khalistan Sikh 
preacher Amritpal Singh (Ind), won Khadoor Sahib 
by nearly 2 lakh votes, the state's highest margin. 
Sarabjit Singh, son of PM Indira Gandhi's assassin 
Beant Singh, won Faridkot by over 70,000 votes. 


CHHATTISGARH | 11 
Saffron sweep again aip’s tox 


Sabha dominance in Chhattisgarh remains 
intact. In 2019, when Congress was flush from 
its assembly poll victory, 
2014 STW) IP had bagged 9 seats. 
This time, it's done better 
2019 REE ith 10, a win that was 
2024 significant to its national 
~ EE numbers. The result also 
puts first-time CM Vishnu 
Deo Sai, the first tribal to 
hold the position, on a stronger footing. 


All results based on wins & leads at 1pm. Source: EC 
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MAHARASHTRA | 48 
Cong, Uddhav & Pawar play 


The ‘real Sena, real NCP” question has been settled 
by the people. Uddhav Thackeray and Sharad 

Pawar have emerged on top ofthe bruising political 
slugfest that saw their partes split, Thackeray 
unseated as CM and Pawar dislodged from NCP by 
nephew Ajit. With Maha Vikas Aghadi (MVA) bagging 
29 of the state's 48 seats, not only have Pawar and 
Uddhav reasserted themselves as mass leaders, they 
have also gained an advantage ahead of Assembly 
polls this Oct. It’s Congress that's the biggest gainer, 
though, having risen from one seat in 2019 to 13 and 
emerging asthe single-largest party. 


ODISHA | 21 
Saffron wave washes away Naveen ris 


2014 fy 


oo 
2024 


mm 20 


Having lost significant ground 
in UP and Maharashtra, BJP 
fell well short of majority. But 
its impressive performances 
in Odisha and Andhra 
Pradesh ensured it had 
enough to push NDA above 
the halfway mark 


~ 


was BJP's biggest victory outside its 
strongholds of these general elections 
as the party decimated BJD to win 20 
seats, up from just 8 in 2019. Naveen 
Patnaik’s party, which has been 
governing for five consecutive terms and 
had won 12 seats in 2019, was wiped out 


with anti-incumbency finally catching up with the BJP chief, who has had 
a smooth run in the eastern state. Congress had another disappointing 
performance, ending up with just one seat. 


HARYANA | 10 


Resentment SHOWS ina modi-versus-public battle in 


2014 
2019 


“ei 


Haryana, BJP’s reliance on the Modi magic did not 
pay off. Having won all 10 seats in 2019 with record 
votes, the saffron party managed to keep only 5 
seats, that too with massively reduced margins. 
The campaign led by former CM Manohar Lal 
Khattar, replaced to beat anti-incumbency, faltered 
in the face of farmers’ anger, resentment over 


unemployment, the Agnipath scheme and the old pension scheme. 


NORTH-EAST STATES 


Cong trips NDA inthis bioc, 
NDA’s tally fell below that of 2019 by 3 
seats, a sharp contrast to predictions 
of every exit poll. Individually, BJP lost 
four of the 17 seats it contested — 2 in 
‘Assam and one each in Manipur and 
Mizoram. NDA’s tally fell from 18 in 2019 
to 15. Congress surpassed its 2019 tally 
of 4, winning 7, including 3 in Assam. 
BJP’s biggest dent was in conflict-hit 
Manipur, where it was rejected in the 
Meitei-dominated Imphal valley. 


Arunachal Pradesh 2 = 
Manipur 23 
Meghalaya 
Tripura 
Mizoram 
Nagaland 
Sikkim 


WEST BENGAL | 42 
Didi No. 1 again with just 12 seats 


for BJP, Bengal's voters dealt a blow to the 
saffron party as well as pollsters. The LS 

poll script was similar to the 2021 Assembly 
elections. BIP’s loss was Trinamoo''s gain. 

‘As BJP fell from its 2019 mark of 18 seats, 
Mamata Banerjee’s party raised its tally 

from 22 in 2019 to 29. Women, minority and 
tribal voters seem to have contributed to the 
‘Trinamool show even as the party retained its 
urban base. BJP’s Sandeshkhali 
work, neither did CAA make an impact. 


2014 2019 


Nitish, Chirag light up NDA 
NDA put up another good show, with the 
governing coalition winning 30 seats. CM Nitish 
Kumar's JD(U) led from the front, winning 

12 seats. BJP won 12 and LIP (RV) of Chirag 
Paswan five, while Jitan Ram Manjhi won from 
Gaya. NDA had swept in 2019, bagging 39 seats. 
INDIA bloc made inroads but the massive 
crowds seen at Tejashwi Yadav's rallies didn’t 
quite translate into votes for RJD, which won 
just 4 seats. Congress, its alliance partner, 

won 3. What seems to have worked is Modi's 
repeated reminders about RJD's “Jungle Raj". 


itch didn’t 


2014 
2019 


Hyderabad 4 


Chennai 3 


wT 
4 


Kolkata 4 
| 


Mumbai 6 “Bengaluru 4 


|B, % 


ee) 


MetroPolitics 


BJP dominated three of the six metros, retaining its hold on Delhi and Bengaluru and breaking new ground in 
25 Hyderabad. In Delhi, it scored a hat-trick of clean sweeps with another 7-0 victory, this time against the AAP- 
20 Congress combine. In the Karnataka capital, it retained all four seats while in Hyderabad, it raised its tally to 
10 3 from 1 (AIMIM winning the other). Mumbai, however, was a different story with the INDIA bloc winning 4 of 
the 6 seats. Trinamool retained its hold on all 4 Kolkata seats. DMK held complete sway over Chennai. 


aie 


TELANGANAT uv 
It’s a Cong-BJP match now For the first time since 


its formation in 2014, Congress and BJP 


2014 TE have become the dominant political forces 
209 ERE in Telangana, both sharing the spoils with 
ee eight seats each as BRS was decimated 


and its vote share shifted in equal parts 
to the two national parties. From one seat 

(Secunderabad) in 2014 to four in 2019 
and doubling it this time, BJPs growth here is impressive. The result 
strengthens CM A Revanth Reddy, who had said the LS polls were a 
referendum on Congress's five months in office in the state. 


Valley surprise the first is polls ater the abrogation of Article 
2oi4 Eye] 2 and biurcation of 12K nto two UTs five years ago 
delivered unexpected results, with former CMs Omar 
2019 [EBEY Abdullah of NC and Mehbooba Mufti of PP conceding 
nash defeat before counting concluded. The BJP stronghold 
was intact: Union minister Jitendra Singh, seeking a third 
22 straight term, won Udhampur while party colleague, MP 
Jugal Kishore, retained Jammu. in 2019, NC had secured al 


three seats in the Kashmir valley, while BJP won both Jammu seats. 
UNION TERRITORIES 

2024 2014 2019 2024 

== Andaman and Nicobar Islands 1 == === 

== Chandigarh los 

==e= Dadra and Nagar Haveli — 
and Daman and Diu 
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= Ladakh 

mmx Lakshadweep — 

= = 


Puducherry 


Re gO err 


fa 


TAMIL NADU | 39 
DMK wins it all wk staiin’s stock 


rose in national politics as he led the INDIA 
bloc to a clean sweep, doing better than the 
impressive 38 out of 39 the DMK alliance won 
in 2019, The alliance's regional and caste 
dynamics and DMK govt's big welfare push 
blew the opposition regional rival ADMK and 
BJP away. For ADMK, which had been a BJP 
ally, and especially Edappadi K Palaniswami, 
the defeat of state BJP chief K Annamalai 

was the high point. A conversation gaining 
momentum now is whether ADMK and BJP 
will continue to contest future polls as rivals. 


KARNATAKA | 28 
Cong gain is BJP loss karnataka 


has seen a repeat of the 2014 LS polls, when 
Modi became PM. Ten years later, BJP has again 
won 17 seats. With ally Janata Dal (S) winning 2 


more, the NDA 

tally isa solid 

EEE 19. However, 
this is a decline 
of 8 seats from 
NDA's 2019 


tally. Congress, 
the governing party, won nine seats, a huge 
improvement from its 2019 tally of 1. Among 
prominent contestants, former PM HD Deve 
Gowda's son-in-law C N Manjunath won 
while his grandson Prajwal Revanna — 
accused of sexual abuse — lost. 


ANDHRA PRADESH | 25 
Runaway Naidu 


2 TT 
219 EW 


The last-minute electoral patch-up 
with BJP and a return to the NDA 
fold brought about a windfall for 
TOP, It also reinforced the fact that 
TDP wins big whenever it goes to 
polls in alliance with other parties. 
In fact, TOP president and CM- 
in-waiting N Chandrababu Naidu 
has also emerged as a kingmaker 
for the NDA, with BJP falling short 
of majority. While YSRCP, which 
fought the polls alone, won 4 seats, 
TOP and Its partners won 21. Of 

\ this, BJP won three and Jana Sena 
two, marking the latter's debut in 
Parliament. 


UDF sweeps, BJP debuts 


Rahul Gandhi comfortably won Wayanad and 
Congress-led UDF swept up 18 seats along with 1 
for CPM, giving the INDIA bloc a near whitewash, 


But Kerala 
2014 EMRE brought smiles 
2019 ETRE as well to BP, 
me which won a seat 
here for the first 
time — Thrissur, 
where actor 


Suresh Gopi made it a historic day for the saffron 
camp. The battle for Thiruvananthapuram, one of 

the most high-profile of these LS polls — between 

Union minister Rajeev Chandrashekhar and senior 
Congressman Shashi Tharoor —went down to the 

wire. Tharoor scraped through by 15,000 votes. 


has been on a winning spree here since the 
2014 Lok Sabha polls but failed to improve on 
its 2019 performance, 
its tally stuck at 9. Its 
two allies, AGP and 
UPPL, won a seat each, 
taking NDA's count 

to 11. Congress, too, 
maintained its 2019 
tally of three, but it 
turned out to be a giant killer, with two seats 
coming at the expense of BJP and AIUDF. 


UTTARAKHAND | 5 


Juggernaut rolls on there were 
2014 no surprises, with BJP clinching 

baz) all five seats with comfortable 
2019 EE 


margins for the third straight 
“oi 


time. Former CM Trivendra 
HIMACHAL PRADESH | 4 


Singh Rawat, contesting his 
first Lok Sabha election, won 
comfortably in Haridwar. 

3 in a row for BJP the sattron 


2014 party has now scored a hat-trick 
WE ifciean sweeps in the state. 
2019 MEM Actor Kangana Ranaut emerged 
2024 victorious in Mandi, defeating 
cm 4 | Congress legislator Vikramaditya 
Singh, a setback for Himachal 
PCC chief Pratibha Singh. 
GOA|2 
Evenly split vistrust, disenchantment 
2014 and anti-incumbency against BJP 


ina highly polarised atmosphere 
saw Congress’ Viriato Fernandes 
defending South Goa by over 13,000 

|] votes. BIP retained North Goa but it 
wasn’t quite the breeze it expected 
the contest to be. 


2019 [5 
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VERDICT2024 


No Party Has Ever Won 50% Of Votes 


In 12 years between 1984 and 1996, vote share of the largest party in 
Lok Sabha fell by 29 percentage points — 49% to 20%. In the first nine 
parliamentary elections, the largest party secured a minimum of 40% 


Been BJP’s Gain 


BUP's vote share (Jana Sangh till 
1971) didn’t touch the 20% mark 

till 1991, the year when Congress's 
share fell below 40% for only the 
second time. By 2019, BJP was close 
‘to 40% and Congress had fallen 
below 20% for the first time ever 


votes. No party has recorded such vote share since 1989 


In 1996, BJP was 
20% the largest party 


Based on jeads/results till 11.30 pm 


Behind The Numbers, Beyond The Headlines 


What were voters saying, as they denied Modi’s BJP majority, but still made it, by some distance, the single largest party? What 
was the message behind Rahul-powered Congress regaining its mojo? How can a govt running an economy that’s growing at 


8.2% suffer electoral reverse: 


Modiled BJP's campaign. 
NOTHING SHINES He was BUPs campaign. 
‘And that was the prob 


NOT EVEN BRAND MODI 
Jem. No political brand is 


immune to voter fatigue, Modi’s wasn't either. BIP’s rising vote 
share since 2014 was rightly attributed to Modi. The fal in its vote 
share must also mean Brand Modi has lost some lustre. Without 
doubt he’s still a leader who commands substantial support. But, 
equally without doubt, that support wasn’t enough to carry BJP 
beyond the finish line when voters had many questions for Modi 
Sarkar: Talking up growth rates when jobs are scarce, and prices 
pinch or talking up India’s standing in world when rural incomes 
and consumption are under stress — Modis key pitches were 
judged as out of whack with reality by many voters. The best 
‘demonstration of this came from UP. The state Modi made his 
political home gave BJP its biggest shock. Also, given that Mod's 
entire electoral record was built on delivering clear BJP majorities 
whenever he’s on the ballot, his inability to take BUP past 272 will, 
affect his brand post-results. Modi the Invincible can't apply if 
Modi runsa coalition govt, whose survival depends on mercurial 
allies like Nitish Kumar and Chandrababu Naidu. Modi has seen 
adifferent kind of India, Will India see a different kind of Modi? 


Written off any number 
of times since 2014 


RAHUL TALKED THE WALK, 
MANY VOTERS LISTENED often derisively called 
‘Pappu’ and ‘Shehzada’ 


Rahul Gandhi still refused to listen to party insiders who 
advised him to take a less combative stance. He doubled up on 
it and pushed many INDIA partners to join him in taking the 
attack to Modi. He stuck to a theme that emphasised bread. 
and-butter issues of ordinary voters. The two Bharat Jodo 
Yatras were built around these themes, and they were repeat- 
ed by Rahul in rally after rally. He correctly divined that a 
substantial number of voters were a receptive audience for 
his message — even in Modi citadels like UP. It’s largely to 
Rahul's credit that Congress is back as a player of note in the 
North, where BJP reigned supreme for 10 years. To be sure, 
Rahul has a long road to walk to reach a position where they 
BJP head on across the North. In MP and Chhattis- 
gi ample, Rahul's message clearly didn’t work as 
much it did in, say, UP. But a door has opened for Congre 
and the party has its de facto leader to thank for it. 


Pundits say no one 
WHEN THERE'S NO WAVE, catchesanelectoral wave 
POLITICS GOES LOCAL as it’s happening, all 


identification is with 
hindsight. But this time, to observers on the ground, it was clear 
there was no Modi wave, not even in UP. When pan-national issues 
don't capture voter imagination, local concerns dominate voter 
thinking. Micro caste calculations come back into play, livelihood 
concerns become paramount, candidate selection assumes huge 


HINDUTVA PITCH DIDN'T WORK AS WELL AS HOPED FOR 


importance — in short, politics reverts to the small things that 
affect voters, not an abstract big idea that fires them up. 


WHO'S THE BOSS OF INDIA? 
KING CONG, OBVIOUSLY yweights like Mamata 
were sceptical of the 


idea that Congress can lead the opposition. The alliance had 
other big netas, Sharad Pawar, Uddhav Thackeray, Akhilesh 
Yadav, MK Stalin, all of whom looked at Congress not as the 
leader of the group, but as a party that had lost badly in two 
LS elections. But it was always true that for BJP to fall short 
of a majority, Congress had to do much better. So, the Grand 
Old Party was always the key player in INDIA. Now that Con- 
gress has nearly touched the three-figure mark in LS, with 
excellent performances in UP and Maharashtra, there’s no 
question who leads INDIA. Opposition regional heavyweights 
now need Congress to lead future fights against BJP. in Parlia 
ment and in elections. 


When the INDIA alli: 
ance was formed, heav- 


Coalition politics was for losers, 
was the mantra in 2014 and 2019. 


KINGMAKERS ARE 
BACK WITHABANG Coalitions are lifesavers, is the 
message from 2024. Chandrababu 


Naidu and Nitish Kumar, both pre-poll alliance partners of BUP, 
are the reason a BJP-led govt can come to office. That, reportedly, 
both these politicians, who have been in every kind of alliance, 
got calls from both sides of the political divide tells us that the old 
story of Indian politics parties with few seats can make or break 
agovt —is firmly back, Just like in 1996, 1998, 2004 and 2009, king- 
makers will demand the king does them special favours. Just like 
in those years, the big party — BJP in this case — will have to 
carefully consider allies’ views before taking certain kinds of 
policy decisions. And, in another repeat, kingmakers will play a 
crucial role when it comes to allocating portfolios. 


‘The consecration of the 
Ram temple in January 


HINDUTVA CAN'T 
ALWAYS WIN HINDUSTAN was supposed to be the ic- 
ing on the Hindutva cake 


that BJP had been carefully baking since 2014. That in UP, the 


home of the mandir, BJP was beaten in LS seat count by INDIA 
shows that voters, while not unresponsive to Modi’s messages on 
the majority community's cultural revival, are not prepared to 
entirely subsume their material concerns under Hindu ‘gar’. It's 
not that the mandir and the larger Hindutva messaging by them- 
selves cost BJP Hindu community votes. t's more that these cam- 
paign pitches got trumped, in crucial states, by arange of factors: 
fracturing of BJP’s social coalitions in states like UP, angst over 
stagnant rural incomes in states like Maharashtra. Also, insome 
big states like Bengal and Tamil Nadu, which answer to cultural 
identities distinct from that of the North, the temple consecration 
didn’t win significantly more support for BJP. 


‘The incumbent party made 
several attempts at polaris: 


‘SCARING THE MAJORITY 
CAN'T GETA MAJORITY ing voters via subtle and 
not-so-subtle communally 


coded messaging, whether in rallies or on social media. Congress, 
as BJP suggested, would open the cash till for minorities, and 
Hindus would suffer: Itdidn’t work in UP. where polarisation has 
been a tried and tested tactic. Nor in Bengal, where 
BJP was banking on what it saw as Hindu voters’ disgruntlement 
over Mamata Banerjee’s ‘Muslim appeasement’. It didn’t quite 
work in Karnataka, which hosts quitea few strident Hindu right 
politicians, Or in Rajasthan, home to many communal clashes. 


BJP and everyone 
else knew Muslim 


MINORITIES CAN MAKE MORE 
THAN A MINOR DIFFERENCE votes would go 
against it. What the 


party perhaps didn't reckon with was that Muslims would vote 
ina way that made difference between BJP winning and losing 
‘s happened in UP, where the Congress-SP alliance prof- 
ited greatly. In Bengal, with Muslims solidly behind Mamata, 
‘Trinamool could concentrate on keeping its non-Muslim vote 
fates com- 


AGNIVEER TRIPPED UP NOT JUST MANY YOUNG ASPIRANTS BUT 


risky strategy when other negative factors are also in play. ALSO PROVED A HURDLE FOR BJP IN HARYANA, PUNJAB 


r | 
This Time, C Did B 
is Time, Congress Did Better 
How did the BIP fare when its main opponent was Congress? And how did it do when other parties (in the India alliance or 
‘out of it) were the primary rivals? We looked at seats where BJP finished winner or runner-up to answer those questions. 
This does not include seats where BJP ended up third or worse. For instance, in Kerala, BJP may have contested most seats 
but the main contest was between UDF and LDF except in a couple of cases. This time, Congress made a sharp recovery, 
securing a win percentage of close to 30% against BJP in straight fights 
BJP vs CONGRESS BJP vs OTHER PARTIES 
In 2009, there were 
173 seats where Cong 53 seats sawa 
Ra a direct contest 
contestants. BJP won 
A between BJP and 
80 seats to Cong's 93 other parties. BJP 
46.2% . . won 36 and lost 17 
Sane |S 42.6% mum (67.9% 
a, <a 
Of 189 seats with a Total seats: 147 
direct BJP-Cong BJP won 116 
face-off, BJP got 166 78.9% 
87.8% . C 
Siare | EE 34.7% = 
ee ee 
Of the 190 such BJP won 128 out 
contests last time, of 185 seats 
BJP won 175 seats 69.2% 
92.1% . Cong was ina 
wre face-off in 38 
SHARE seats against 
Others. It won 37 
This time, there were Cong defeated BIP got 87 seats out of 178 Other parties beat 
215 seats where BIP, BIP in 62 seats beating a party other than Cong BIP in 91 seats 
Cong were the top two 
conan BP 28.9% 48.9% 
won 153 seats 
WIN % 
e 
VOTE VOTE 
Sage | EO 40.9% 144.0% Sine 
i BASED ON LEADS AND RESULTS TILL 10 PM "| 
Reports from key states like UP, dividends. As did BJP’s decision to woo Nitish back to the 
EVEN MODIS BJP Maharashtra, Karnatakahad in- NDA fold just months before polls. Had BJP stuck with ADMK 
NEEDS THESANGH dicated RSS karyakartas were _ in Tamil Nadu, it might have been in a better position post- 


not enthusiastically participat- 
ing in BJP’s campaign. Bear in mind that UP is home to the 
mandir, Maharashtra hosts RSS HQ and Karnataka is BJP’s 
biggest southern base. Why the Sangh behaved in this fashion 
remains unclear. But RSS staying aloof seems to have made 
a difference to BJP’s final performance. Significantly, BJP 
president JP Nadda had said during an interview, when asked 
about his party's relationship with RSS, that BJP, having 
grown up as an organisation, doesn’t need RSS as a crucial 
Support system. Not quite true, perhaps. 


Both NDA and INDIA 
played this smart. BJP 
bigshots listened to their 
Odisha and Andhra local 
units that, respectively, wanted no alliance with BJD and 
wanted a tie-up with TDP, not YSRCP. Those calls paid rich 


results. On the other side, SP tying up with Congress in UP 
produced this election's biggest upset. And, in Maharashtra, 
MVA_—Conagress plus NCP, Shiv Sena splinters — didn't lose 
heart even when it lost its govt, and it gave BJP the second 
biggest LS shock. 


Observers had 
AND PICK YOUR CANDIDATES pointed to BJP'’s 
candidate selection 


BY CONSULTING LOCAL UNITS 
in UP as a handi- 


cap. In Maharashtra, the BJP-led Mahayuti struggled to 
nominate candidates in some seats till the last moment. Re- 
sults for BJP in both states show the wisdom of adopting a 
more democratic, and less centralised, way when choosing 
candidates. BJP has the most powerful high command. But 
the writ of party H@ doesn’t always produce results that 
party bosses want. 


? TOI looks at the key takeaways from an election that had exit pollsters running for cover 


Sometime after 


DON'T TALK ABOUT TINKERING = campaigning be- 
WITH THE CONSTITUTION gan inearnest, BJP 


took to reassuring 
voters it had no plans to change the Constitution, no plans to 
tinker with reservations. It was forced into this by a successful 
opposition campaign, which took advantage of some BUP netas’ 
statement that 400-paar will give the party a chance to refashion 
the Constitution. That INDIA campaign, centered around the 
theme that BJP wanted to take away SC/ST reservations, clearly 
worked, as results especially in UP show. BJP’s carefully built 
social coalition in the state splintered because a sizeable number 
of Dalits took the ‘threat’ to quotas seriously. BJP tried to change 
the game by talking about Congress's ‘plans’ to takeaway SC/OBC 
quotas for Muslims. But it didn't work, 


Ina country with steep in- 
come and wealth inequali- 


IT'S THE ECONOMY, EVEN 
WHEN GDPISONAHIGH ty a fast-growing economy 
must create enough decent 


jobs for the macro numbers to positively impact lived realities of 
‘most citizens. That this wasn’t happening was clear even from 
govt data, which showed self-employment and unpaid housework 
were two big chunks of total employment. Almost every ground 
report from constituencies, especially in big states like UP and 
Maharashtra, captured the angst of the jobless young, In Haryana 
and Punjab, the jobs question was sharpened by BJP govt's intro- 
duction of 4-year stints for army jawans, Agniveer is one ‘reform’ 
that cost BJP clearly. Add to all this a rural economy that had to 
support, post-pandemic, more people who couldn't find jobs in 
factories and cities asa general complaint about inflation, 
You then have the perfect storm of dissatisfaction, 


BYP had its free foodgrain 


FREEBIES ARE NOT A scheme, Congress promised 
FREE PASS INELECTIONS  totopit, Jagan Reddy prom- 
ised the moon, so did some 

others — but there's no evidence that welfare schemes and/or 


freebies decisively impacted results anywhere this time. It’s not 
that low-income voters don’t like schemes and free stuff, it’s just 
that once assured of delivery, more of the same gives diminishing 
political returns to parties. A party without promises like thess 
would surely suffer, But when every party promises variations of 
the same, no one party gains substantially. 


BJP made great play 
of the fact that nu- 
merous opposition 
leaders were under 
corruption investigations, Two problems. One, many voter 

thought investigative agencies were being used in a partisan f 
ion by BJP’s govt. Second, voters also noticed that BUP for all its 
talk on being an staunch enemy of corruption, had no problem 


POLITICAL WASHING 
MACHINES DON'T ALWAYS SELL 


CONSTITUTION BECAME KEY TO CONG NARRATIVE 


‘welcoming politicians whose CVs were dominated by graft charg- 
es. That many defectors to BJP failed to win their seats is one 
indication that BUP’s anti-corruption rhetoric didn’t convinee 
enough voters in states where they lost out most. Maharashtra 
and Bengal results best exemplified this. 


DON'T MAKE BIG PLANS BEFORE 
YOU KNOW THE RESULTS 


BUP heavyweights 
made big state- 
ments about what 
their govt would do 
once voted back to power with a majority — uniform civil code 
and one nation/one poll were the two big items on a future agen- 
da. With BJP short of a majority and the opposition charged up, 
itcan be safely assumed neither is happening anytime soon, Even. 
forlegally mandated delimitation, BJP will find the going difficult. 
One ally, Nitish in populous Bihar, would want it. Another ally, 
Naidu, from the South, wouldn't want it. 


Social media, of course, 
played a big role in every 


WHATSAPP ELECTION 
TO YOUTUBE ELECTION party's campaign. But it 
wasn'thundredsof campaign 


‘messages in their phones that voters were hooked on. It was hun- 
dreds of videos. YouTubers, some of them with a backup team, 
some lone rangers, some for BJP. and, crucially, some for opposi- 
tion, were the big hit in these polls. BJP’s overwhelming presence 
on news TV, which went live almost every time the party's brass 
was holding a rally, was countered by anti-BJP YouTubers. 


Almost every exitpoll run by news 


‘TV channels gave BJP a majority 


EXIT POLLSTERS 
HEAD FOR THE EXIT bigger than 2019's and NDA alarg- 
ernumber of seats, Axis My India, 


on India Today, predicted 401 seats for NDA as the outer limit. That 
its head, Pradeep Gupta, broke down on live television said it all 
about what actual resulis did to the credibility of pollsters. Pse- 
phologists can get it wrong, of course. But when somany exit polls 
get it so spectacularly wrong, serious questions about methodol- 
ogy are bound to come up. News TV channels who ran these exit 
polls perhaps should do their own introspection. 
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Why 1977 & 2019 
LS Polls Stand Out 


As % of total 

Victory margins needn't be big ina VICTORY MARGIN oi 5 = © a 
first-past-the-post system. But the picture No. of votes O i s+ et ft 
can change in case of a wave. Average win Le er aes Os esa er eee 
margins are a barometer of the political mood rm oe og ES SS 9 
in the country. They shot up in 1977, when [oe 
there was an overwhelming mandate against fey GN 
Emergency, and breached 1.5 lakh in the Modi os 
wave election of 2014. They peaked at nearly = -* F | waa) 
2 lakh in 2019, when Modi won a second term 

195115571982 ASTL.SS77— 860k 9 


How sm 


share led to big 


Team TO! 


JP saw its national 
vote share fall mar- 


171% 


What Changed The Game In UP. 


@ bP HoTHERNDA @ conc | oTHERINDIA 


ll drop in BJP vote 
dent in tally 


Where contests were 
direct, victory margins 


ginally from 37.3% Vote share 
in 2019 to 36.6% in 
2024, but its seat tal: 
ly dropped by 63 from 303 to were the 
240, putting it well below the 
haliway mark. In contrast, Tea TOL 
Congress raised its vote 33.5 
share a bit from 19.5% | The average margin of 
time to 21 , but that wa: Ee) ze ze ry | victory in 2024 Lok Sab- 
enough to nearly double its 50.8 — ™ —39 ae © = ha polls was about 1.6 
seat tally from 52 to 99. ‘s lakh vote ut that varied sig- 
How could such minor | ,,,and in Maharashtra nificantly across states. Not 


changes in vote share have 
caused such a large variation 
in seat tallies? That's because 
thenational voteshare isana 
gregation of states, andaparty 
may gain vote share in a state 
where it is starting from sucha 
low base that adding votes 
doesn’t translate into winning 
seats while losing the same 
amount inahighly competitive 
‘state could cost many seats. 

That is precisely what 
happened to BJP this time. 
For instance, its vote share in 
Tamil Nadu rose from3.6% in 
2019 to 11.2% this time, but 
that added nothing to its seat 
tally. Similarly, it went from 
9.6% to 18.6% in Punjab, but 
in the absence of any alli- 
ance, that was not enough to 
win any seats, so it ended up 
losing the two it had. 

On the other hand, a drop 
of about three percentage 
points in Bihar, from 23.6% to 
20.5%, cost it five seats, while 
a drop of a mere 1.6 percent: 
age points in West Ber 
meant it dropped six sea 
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The most dramatic instance, 
however, was in Maharash 
tra, where BuP’s share drop- 
ped by just 14 percentage 
points from 27.6% to 26.2%, 
butthatled to itswinningless 
than half the seats it had last 
time (10 ver 

Congr ented al: 
most a mirror image of this. 
In Maharashtra, a rise in vote 
shareof lessthan onepercent- 
age point, from 16.3% to17.1%, 
saw its seat tally jump from 
one to 13, In Rajasthan, it up- 
ped its vote share from 34.2% 
to 37.9%, and that meant win- 
ning eight seats instead of 
none. In UP, a rise in vote 


surprisingly, those that were 
dominated by a single party 
oralliance saw the highest av- 
erage margins while states 
that saw two alliances or par- 
ties going toe to toe had signif: 
icantly narrower margins of 
victory on average. 

‘The highest average mar- 


“aR 


2024 = gin among states with five or 
42.87 — moreseats was in Madhya Pra 

. desh, where BJP made a clean 

share from 6.3% to 9.5% saw sweep, at about 3.4 lakh. This 


itsseat tally gofromonetosix. 

‘The third largest party, SP, 
achieved its highest tally ever 
of 37 inthe Lok Sabha by signif: 
icantly raising its vote share 
from 18% to 33.5%. Combined 
with Congress’ 9.5%, the IN- 
DIA bloc in the state had a43% 
vote share, making it a neck: 
and-neck battle with the NDA. 
Last time, the SP-BSP com- 
bine’s37.3% wasa far cry from 
the NDA‘s 50%-plus vote share. 
It’sthis dramaticclosingof the 
gap, which few had anticipated 
in the absence of BSP from the 
opposition alliance, that was 
the gamechanger in UP. 


was followed by Gujarat, an: 
other state with a near total 
saffron sweep (almost2.8lakh) 
and Uttarakhand (2.3 lakh). 
On the flip side, Tamil Nadu, 
which sawaclean sweep by the 
DMK led alliance, also had 
marginsaveraging2.2 lakh. 
At the other end of the 
spectrum, Punjab had an av- 
erage margin of just about 
70,500. In UP, which saw a 
fierce battle ‘between NDA 
and INDIA alliance, margins 
were on average under a lakh 
while Bihar and Maharash: 
tra too were just over a lakh. 
Odisha wasan interesting 
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Average win percentage 
(gap between percentage of total votes 
polled by the winner and runner-up) 
saw its peak in 1977 
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CLOSE CALL: Ravindra Waikar 


outlier. While the seat tally 
would indicate that it was a 
eet with BUP win- 
ning 20 of the 21 seats, the av- 
erage margin wasalittle over 
a lakh, on the lower side 
among the larger states, sug- 
gesting that thecontests were 
closer than the seat tallies 
would make us believe. 

‘The highest margin was in 
Dhubri in Assam, where Raki 
bul Hussain of the Congres 
polled nearly 14,7 lakh votes 
and beat Mohammed Badrud- 
din Ajmal of the AIUDF by 
over 10 lakh votes, a new re- 
cord. The lowest margin of a 
mere 48 votes was in Mumbai 
North West where a battle be- 
tween the two Sena factions 
saw the Shinde group's candi- 
date Ravindra Waikar just pip 
the UBT group's Amol Kirti 
karat the post. 


‘Wild card’ entry: Samvidhan bachao 
narrative strikes chord with voters 


Team TO! 


card’ entry, but at sever- 

al of the election 
campaign, the Samvidhan 
overshadowed the regular 
castof issues, Opposition was 
first on the draw, cleverly 
painting BJP's 400-paar target 
asadark plot toscrap reserva- 
tions by changing the Consti- 
tution. The charge blended 
well with Rahul Gandhi's de 
clared intent of posing a pha- 
lanx of Muslims/OBCs/Da- 
lits against a handful of the 


r [ “he C-word was a ‘wild 


privileged (read upper 
castes/middle classes), 
PM. Narendra. Modi SAVING THE SPIRIT OF AMBEDKAR'S VISION 


were sure that the citizens of 
India would make attempts 
toguard itand I would liketo 
thank everyone,” he said. 
Despite the sparring, 
there is no evidence to sug 
gest that BUP indeed wanted 
toamend the Constitution. It 
has carved out a significant 
following among Dalits and 
OBCs, and it would be politi- 
cal harakiri to offend them. It 
istruethatsome inthelarger 
Sangh Parivar consider the 
42nd amendment, which in- 
serted ‘secularism’ and ‘so- 
cialism’ in the Preamble dur- 
ing the Emergency, illegal, 
but there are no indications 
that the unease is shared by 


launched his counter-offen: 
sive by saying it was Con: 
gress and its allies who were 
guilty of subverting the Con- 
stitution by extending reser: 
vations to Muslims even 
though faith-based quotas 
were not allowed. 

Healso dared Rahul, who 
would dramatically bran. 


dish a copy of the Constitu- 
tion at his election rallies, to 
promise in writing that they 
would never attempt a Mus 
lim quota again. 
Astheanimated duel pro- 
gressed, the Constitution be- 
came a talking point, This 
was the first time —with the 
possible exception of the 


1977 election which, in the 
North, turned intoa referen: 
dum on Indira Gandhi's sus- 
pension of democracy — 
that the Constitution had 
found itself in the poll arena. 
After the results were de- 
clared, Rahul brought up the 
C-wordagain. “Thefight was 
to save the Constitution. We 


the BJP leadership. They 
would also not like to rein: 
force adverse perceptions at 
homeand abroad by messing 
with something that has not 
beenadeterrent in the imple 
mentation of itsagenda—es- 
pecially since the gap be- 
tween ‘letter’ and ‘spirit’ can 
becreatively bridged. 


Minority community plays major 
role in SP & Trinamool seat surge 
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bloc’s sucess rests on Muslims, 
who voted decisively against BJP 
and formed a coalition with backward 
castes and Dalits. This restricted BJP 
from getting a clear majority while giv- 
ing Samajwadi Party in UP and TMC in 
West Bengal aclear advantage. 
Academics say that this is due to the 
combination of BJP’s failed outreach to- 


A tec sc portion of the INDIA 


and Congress winning in UP,” says 
Asim Ali, a political researcher at the 
Centre for Policy Research. 

Indirect contests, SP’s Mohibbullah 
won against BJP’s Ghanshyam Singh 
Lodhi in Rampur, while Iqra Choud- 
hary from Kairana and Afzal Ansari 
from Ghazipur also registered wins. 

In West Bengal, TMC’s Yusuf Path- 
an defeated Congress veteran and five- 
time MP Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury. The 
Muslim vote did not split towards the 


wards the Pasmandas (the most socially 
and economically backward among 
Muslims) and a pushback to the anti- 
Muslim rhetoric during the election 
campaign. However, the most signifi- 
cant factor that enabled the backward- 
Muslim combine was BJP’s announce- 
ment that Muslim reservation within 
the OBC quota would be removed. 

While the BJPcampaignkickstarted 
with 'Viksit Bharat’, oranagenda for de- 
velopment, the discourse deteriorated 
soon after the first phase. Referring to 
PM Modi's Pasmanda outreach as “dou- 
blespeak”, Prof Khalid Anis Ansari, a 
sociologist with Azim Premiji Universi- 
ty, said, “In one speech, he would speak 
about Pasmandas and then call Mus- 
lims infiltrators in another speech.” 


CONSOLIDATION COUNTS 
Modi accused TMCof appeasing the 


“Muslim vote bank” and targeted Con- 
gress, saying they would seize Hindu 
property to redistribute it to Muslims, 


accusing them of “politics of appease- 
ment.” BJPalsoaccusedex-PMManmo- 
han Singh of saying that Muslims had 
thefirstrighttothecountry’sresources. 

Backed intoa corner, Muslims chose 
tovotestrategically with winnability in 
mind. In2019, BJP got 6% of the Muslim 
vote, which has decreased significantly, 
said CSDS associate professor Hilal 
Ahmed. “The election saw a smoother 
transfer of votes between Muslims to 
backward caste candidates with the 
bulk of the Muslim candidates of SP 


Leftand Congressin West Bengaland to 
BSP in UP, as was expected by some. 

This is significant, considering that 
thenumber of Muslim candidates inthe 
2024 Lok Sabha poll has declined. BJP 
fielded the sole Muslim candidate, Ab- 
dus Salam, from Kerala’s Malappuram, 
while its ally JD(U) in Bihar gave two 
tickets to two candidates. Among oppo- 
sition parties, too, therepresentation of 
the community has fallen. 

The question of citizenship and the 
fear that the Muslim quota already ex- 
istingatastatelevel in Kerala, Karnata- 
ka, and Telangana could be removed if 
BJP weretowin 400seatsappear tohave 
strengthened the Muslim vote. TMC 
used HC decision to scrap OBC certifi- 
cates to considerable advantage. 


Why high GDP 
growth did 
not fetch BJP 
electoral gains 
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n economy that grew 
A 2% in 2023-24, following 

twoyearsof highgrowth, 
would normally have been seen 
as an electoral asset for an in- 
‘cumbent govt. Not only should 
amajority of peoplehaveseena 
rise in living standards, but the 
ruling party would have made 
it a central campaign plank, 
Neither of those things hap- 
pened. Reason: India is facing a 
jobs crisis, which sharpened 
the biteof rising prices. 

Plenty of signs showed that 
the inadequacy of decent jobs 
was a potent issue. It shouldn't 
have come as a surprise be- 
cause official data showed that 
while GDP, or economic out- 
put, bounced back quickly af 
ter Covid, it wasn't accompa- 
nied by commensurate growth 
in better quality formal jobs. 

‘The single biggest indica 
tor of the absence of enough 
job openings is the increase in 
thenumber of peopleclassified 
as self-employed. In India, the 
high proportion of self-employ- 
ed is an indicator of the weak 
link between GDP growth and 
thecreation of formal jobs. 

‘The number of self-employ- 
ed people in every 100 Indians 
in the workforce increased be- 
tween 2020 and 2021. In 2022-23, 
not only were 57.3% of people 
self-employed, but about 18.3% 
of them were unpaid workers 
in household enterprises. The 
number has grown at work but 
without pay since the pandem- 
ic, showing thata sizable num- 
ber of people did not gain from 
the GDP growth. Not just that, 
almost 46 of every 100 Indians 
working in 2022-23 were inagri- 
culture, a level that was higher 
than the year before Covid. 

The absence of openings 
meant many who returned 
home to villages during lock- 
downs couldn't return. Agri- 
culture is the lowestpaying 
and most precarious sector. 

A look at swathes of India 
where BJP lost seats, eastern 
UP north Karnataka, and east 
Maharashtra, all poorer parts 
of their states, indicates that 
the GDP trajectory bypassed 
many. With stagnant incomes, 
the impact of inflation was ag. 
gravatedeven if it wasnot high 


byhistorical standards. 
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MIND THE GAP: The average win margin 
in each seat underlines how narrow or 
wide Lok Sabha victories are. In 2019, 
when there were about 11 lakh votes 
cast on average in each seat, the mean 
difference between the winner and the 


les second-best was 17% of votes 


RIDING THEIR LAKH: Amid mostly 
bipolar contests between the NDA 
and INDIA alliances, the average 
margin in 2024 LS polls touched 1.6 
lakh but the average per cent margin 
dipped from 2019 


Mandal momentum shakes 
up Hindutva juggernaut 


‘Subodh.Ghildiyal 
@timesgroup.com 


decisive win for a caste- 
_sfocused coalition in UP, 
reshaping the political land- 
scape, This shift from reli- 
gious to caste-based cam- 
paigning highlighted a sig. 
nificant change in voter pri. 
orities. The _ opposition 
alliance, led by SP chief Ak- 
hilesh Yaday, ran on a plat. 
formof castecensusandcon- 
stitutional protections, ap- 
pealing primarily to Dalits 
and OBCs. In contrast, PM 
Modi’s campaign centred 
around religious themes. 
The SP-Congress coali- 
tion's win is part of a broader 
national trend. In Maharash 
tra, Congress, along with 
NCP and Shiv Sena, capital 
ised on Maratha stir and ru 
ral distress among OBCs, 
moving away from tradition- 
al leadership by appointing 
‘Nana Patoleas party chief. 
Meanwhile, DMK in ‘Ta 
mil Nadu emphasised social 
justice and countered BJP's 
Hindutva narrative, framing 
thecontestasabattlebetween 
caste and communalism. In 
Bihar, despite BJP's alliance 
with JD(U), which focuses on 


| ok Sabha elections saw a 


North Gives BJP The Blues, 


D port base and taking advan- 
tage of BSP’s decline. 

After a decade of BJP’s 
reign, Akhilesh revitalised 
hisfather Mulayam Singh Ya- 
dav’s. Mandalite approach, 
presenting himself asa youth 
leader advocating for back- 
ward classes, Dalits, and mi- 
norities, Congress supported 
this strategy, promoting a 
caste census and challenging 
the 50% quota ceiling, INDIA 
bloc framed the election as a 
fight to protect Ambedkar's 
Constitution, appealing to 
floating BSP voters, Modi re- 
sponded witha vigorous cam- 
paign, accusing the opposi- 
tion of intending to divert 
SC/ST/OBC quotas to Mus- 
lims, Despite theseefforts, the 
elections mirrored the 1989 
scenario, with caste polities 
again taking centre Be. 

Over the years, many pre 
dicted the demi 
based politics in 
onomic and religious divi- 
sions, BJP was often seen as 
transcending caste dynamics 
through its religious appeal 
However, these predictions 
underestimated the enduring 
significance of caste identi 
ties and their potential to 
reassert themselves within 
the political landscape, 


the RJD-Con- 
gress’s OBC-centricapproach 
proved formidable. The JMM- 
Congressoppositionalsoheld 
its ground in Jharkhand by 
appealing to tribals and back- 
ward communities 
UB however, remained the 
epicentre of the classic ‘Man- 
dal vs Kamandal’ struggle, 
reminiscent of the late 1980s 
when Mandal politics and the 
Rath Yatra brought leaders 
like Kalyan Singh and Mu- 
layam Singh Yadav to thefore- 


caste politi 


pelled by Modi’s hardline 
Hindutva since 2014, had pre- 
viously eclipsed both SP and 
BSP BJP'sstrategy combined 
religious appeal with target- 
ed outreach to non-Yadav 
OBCs, undermining SP'ssup- 
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South Sees Saffron Hues 


Chhatisgarty 
‘arkhand, 
arvana HP, 
Uttarakhand, 
eth 


Tamil Nadu, 
Kamala, 
Andhra Pradesh, 
Telangana. Kerala, 
Lakshwadeen, 
Andaman 


A drastic drop for BJP in UP. SEATS | VOTE 
peppered the Hindi heartland — the S| SAE 
party's bulwark since 2014 — with BJP 127 |43.5% 
flecks of opposition colours though yp, = 
BJP did sweep MP again and won 20 
over half the seats in Rajasthan Cong | 25 | 21.6% 
Cong+ | 
SEATS] voTe 
WON | SHARE 
BIP 30 | 239% 
and, with three seats in Andhra BJP+ | 20 
and a historic first win in Cony % 
Kerala, found South to be more B_ | eee 
accommodative this time. But Cong+ | 30 


it ceded ground to Congress in 
Karnataka and failed to make a 
mark in Tamil Nadu 


OTHER 186 SEATS: From Manipur to Maharashtra, BJP's footprint shrank in states where 
the party and its allies virtually had saturation pickings in 2019. The opposition stole a 
march on BJP in Maharashtra and Congress clawed its way back in the North-East 


No farewell to welfare: BIP 
may loosen purse strings 
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taken a stand against 
rewdis. Even in the run- 
up to polls, ‘Modi ki Guaran- 
tee’, BUP's manifesto, stayed 
clear of promises of assured 
pension for govt staff orresto- 
ration of rail concessions for 
seniors. This contrasted with 
Congress's moves to an- 
nounce annual doles of Rs 1 
lakh for women and educa- 
tion and farm loan waivers. 
Even after Tuesday's re- 
sult, which points to Modi for 
the first time leading a govt 
without an absolute majority, 
it isnotas if there will bea U- 
turn, After all, Modi had re- 
fused to give free electricity as 
Gujarat CM. However, the re- 
luctance to open purse strings 
isexpected to be far less, more 
so because demandsare going 
torisefrom voters, NDAallies 
‘The approach will remain 
calibrated. So, BJP and its al- 


Fs years, PM Modi has 


State Of Giving 


Some key schemes that Centre & states are offering 


WHAT CENTRE GIVES Concessional 
Free foodgrains for foans for tiny 
81 cr BPL beneficiaries businesses (Mudra), 
om eo street vendors 
Ayushman Bharat, health (PM-Svanidhi) 
insurance scheme for poor 

<= Free gas connections, = PM-Kisan: 26,000 

= 
subsidised cylinders cay cash transfer to 

= under PM Ujjwala farmers 

WOMEN POWER 

KARNATAKA (CONG) | Gruha | PUNJAB (AAP) | 300/mth 

Lakshmi: 22,000 per month to | units free 

women heads of families KTAKA 200 

ANDHRA (ySRCP) | Amma Voc units free 

215,000 per year for mothers of 

school-going kids, %18,500/yr | A eoiree kk 

for women aged 45-60 — 


| TGANA | 200 units free 
| UP | Free for tubewells 


TGANA (CONG) | Free bus rides* 
TN (OMK) | Kalaignar Magalir 


Urimai Thittam: 31,000/mth to 
women heads of households 
MP (eu) | Ladli Behnaz 
21,250/mth to 1.3cr women 
UP (sip) | Kanya Sumangala 
Yojana: 225,000 for girls 

from birth to graduation 


lies, while steering clear of 
guaranteeing MSP for farm- 
ersor reworking the formula, 
will be more generous in in- 
creasing the price. Besides, 
the Centre, which was reluc- 
tant to increase the PM-KI- 
SAN annual payout from 
Rs 6,000 announced five years 
ago, will be more open to it, 
Ahead of polls, Modi govt 
focused on filling up vacan- 
cies in govt. That's something 
that is expected to get a fillip 
given that jobs have been a 
key poll issue. TheUnionBud- 
get, which is expected in mid- 
July will lay out theroadmap. 


mth (21,200 for SC/ST) for women 
Kanyashree Prakalpa: 71,000/yr for 


Rupashree Prakalpa: 25,000 
one-time marriage grant 


WB (TMC) | Lakshmir Bhandar: 71,000/ 


DELHI (AAP) | 200 units 
free. 50% subsidy for 
| 201 - 400 units 


K'TAKA| 
Cash for 5kg 


| rice for BPL 
| cardholders 


; | TN Free breakfast 


Rms 


school-, college-going girls (13-18 yrs) | for Class I-V govt 


| school students 
| DELHI | 20,000 litres of 


*Karnataka, TN, Telangana, Delhi | free water per month 
also offer free bus rides to women 


| for households 
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60 Years Later, Another Triple 


1ST TERM 


7% 
votes. 


2] 
[| 364 seats 


Jawaharlal Nehru 


2ND TERM 


Vadodara 


Despite a far tighter election than expected, Modi 
is set to head a govt for the third time. What's 
different this time for the former three-time 
Gujarat chief minister is managing mercurial LL 
allies, and a belligerent opposition in Parliament 


2ND TERM 


)BIP 282 seats 
31.3% votes 


3RD TERM 


LONGEST-SERVING HEADS OF ELECTED GOVT 


3656 


8,277 days 


2siL fenad rise 
r Minister as well as 

2,272 chief minister 

2229 

1 1.857 ‘As on June 4 


Man With Modified Mandate 


In a waveless election, 400-paar proved to be an unrealistic target. But while the Teesri 
Manzil has many challenges ahead such as fickle allies, Modi is no stranger to pressure 
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ntheir post-results comments, 

opposition leaders — from 

Rahul Gandhi to Mamata Ba- 

nerjee— described BJP's fail- 

ure to score a majority of its 
ownas PM Narendra Modi’s defeat. 
This was to be expected, consider- 
ing that the entire NDA’s campaign 
(TDP beinga partial exception), was 
framed around him. His energetic 
campaign only served to enhance 
his personal liability. But while re- 
sults clearly suggest that the law of 
politics has caught up with him, he 
has still pulled off a feat which most 
incumbents in democracy can only 
dream of. 

Modi is going to be only the see- 
ond PM after Jawaharlal Nehru to 
have secured a third term, In fact, 
his achievement may be considered 
even bigger because it comes in a 
political milieu that is polarised, 
fragmented and far more competi- 
tive than the one Nehru had to 
reckon with, Moreover, Nehru also 
had the advantage of having been 
blessed by none other than Mahat- 
ma Gandhi, and being leader of a 
party that basked in the glow of be- 
ing the vanguard of the freedom 
movement. In contrast, Modi ar- 
rived as dissent; a challenger to the 
mainstream. 

Coming back to 2024, while the 
tally of 243 looks like a nosedive 
both from the standards of the 400- 
paar campaign as well as the wide- 
ly held perception of the polls being 
no-contest, this is the best to have 
en posted by any non-BJP party 
since 1984 when Congress rode the 
massive sympathy wave generated 
by Indira Gandhi's assassination. 

However, the setback has 
brought to fore issues like price 
rise and unemployment which 
emerged as warning signs during 
the campaign but were seen as mi- 
nor irritants because of the as- 
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sumption, wrong and smug as it 
turned out to be, that an absolute 
majority was already in the bag. 
Although Modi did a good job of 
containing inflation, the assump- 
tion that voters would go only by 
the sincerity of intent, while also 
taking into account the interna 
tional pattern of runaway infla 
tion, turned out to be wrong. 
Modi pushed for expansion of 
public infrastructure and genera: 
tion of employment in the informal 
ctor. The calculation that th 
along with the post-Covid push for 
filling up vacancies in central govt 
jobs, would help assuage the concern 
‘about jobs did not come to pass. 
The retention of sitting BJP 
MPs, despite internal surveys and 


Modi has negotiated 
several obstacles 

in the past. And despite 
the apparent diminution, 
he will be tackling 
another term with 
strengths few others 

can boast of 


cadre feedback flagging their un. 
popularity, was another big and 
avoidable mistake. 

‘The 400+ target, which was sup- 
posed to convey strength and self- 


assuredness, also boomeranged, 
with the opposition saying this was 
part of a design to change the Con- 
stitution and scrap quotas. 

‘The counter-manoeuvre by 
Modi in the form of an aggressive 
pitch against Muslim quota did not 
work as Hindus voted along caste 
lines. If anything, it gave an open 
ing to his opponents to renew the 
charge that he was divisive and 
desperate. This may have caused 
consternation to the moderates 
among his supporters. 

‘The resultant reduction in seats 
has turned the third term into a 
challenge. Apart from a stronger 
opposition which is going to be 
more aggressive, Modi also has to 
contend with allies like N Chan- 


drababu Naidu and Nitish Kumar, 
who are not in sync with the themes 
on BJP’s agenda and may act as re- 
straint. At the same time, RSS will 
also be keeping a wary eye on how 
he deals with pressure from allies. 

But Modi is not alien to strug- 
gles. His career is essentially that 
of negotiating challenges and tak- 
ing them on at the opportune mo- 
ment. And, despite the apparent 
diminution, he will be approaching 
one with strengths that few can 
boast of. BJP’s numbers, although 
reduced, are also a testimony to the 
goodwill and credibility he enjoys 
in an age when loyalties are short 
lived and fleeting, and goodwill 
evaporates in the heat of ever-esca- 
lating expectations. This is the 
main reason why BJP could survive 
the ‘caste’ and ‘consolidation’ card 
played so adroitly by the opposition, 
His credentials as a ‘staunch na- 
tionalist’ are considered beyond 
reproach, and the massive upgrade 
of public infrastructure that hap- 
pened under his leadership is a 
lived and real experience that may 
be appreciated again now that re 
sentments have been vented. The 
robust exchequer is going to be a 
strength. Addressing the concerns 
of Dalits and OBCs cannot be be- 
yond a leader anda party which has 
been more sensitive to caste senti 
ments than the older BJP. 

‘The third term is going to be 
his legacy term, and Modi will 
Jeave no stone unturned to ensure 
it is remembered for accomplish: 
ments rather than as a weak ar- 
rangement. Going by his track re- 
cord, he may not like to let the 
challenges become an alibi 
for non-performance, and 
a stint which dwarfs the 
memory of his achieve. 
ments in the first two 
terms. Conclusions about / 
decline may yet turn out to 
be premature. 


Not so ‘Upyogi’? Results reversal 
comes as reality check for UP CM 


he setback that BP has re- 

ceived in UP, has come as a 

stunning reality check for 

Chief Minister Yori Adity: 
anath, The Yogi factor — a combina- 
tion of strong law and order, develop- 
ment and aggressive Hindutva 
which wasa strong pitch used by BJP 
inaddition to the Modi factor appeared 
tofind resonance on the ground during 
the campaign. But the ‘double engine’ 
faltered this time around and SP chief 
Akhilesh Yadav's catchphrase ‘PDA’ 
targeting Picchade (backwards), Dalits 
and Alpsankhyak (minorities) had a 
deeper connect with voters, especially 
Dalits and backwards. 

Yogi has spearheaded BP's con- 
secutive victories in five back-to-back 
elections in the state — 2017 and 2022 
state polls, 2019 Lok Sabha elections 
and two local body polls before the re- 
versal of the trend. “Since Yogi had 
been credited with the wins, he will 
have to take the responsibility for the 
dismal show also,” says a political ob- 
server, adding “but he cannot be made 
a scapegoat. 

‘The selection of candidates was 
done ignoring anti-incumbency and 
brewingresentment against them and 
has emerged as one of the main rea- 
sons for the loss. A party insider said 
that Yogi stands clear as the candidate 
selection responsibility rested with the 
central leadership. 

“Yogi is seen asa saviour for BUP. 
He had no say in the selection of can- 
didates. Those who won despite the 
brewing anger against them will 
definitely credit Yogi's contribution 
along with the Modi factor when they 
introspect the reasons for their suc- 
cess,” he added, 

In every election rally that he ad- 
dressed in UP this time, PM Narendra 
Modi not only praised the Yori model 
of law and order that prepared a con- 
ducive atmosphere for investment in 
the state, but also highlighted his de- 
velopment initiatives. 

In his quest to get improved num- 
bers, he knows which is the most cru- 
cial “engine” he could have banked on, 
“However, this “doubleengine” narra- 
tive failed to attract voters in the state. 
This could be because it is a much- 
flogged slogan and Yogi has reached 
the halfway mark of the second term 
of his govt,” says another analyst. 


TARNISHE! 
trust of mi 


Though he had little say in candidate selection, the lack of 
sin his govt played a role in the loss 


‘To his credit, he was one of the 
most sought-after campaigners for the 
party, having addressed nearly 170 ral- 
lies — not only in UP but also outside. 
Before that, he had already visited all 
75 districts. But it clearly was not 
enough and his position in the party's 
top echelon will take a beating. The 
extent could bea matter of debate. 

Since Yogi had 

been credited 

with earlier 
victories, he will have 
to take responsibility 
for the dismal show. 
But he cannot be made 


a scapegoat either 


CM Arvind Kejriwal in the middle of 
the campaign is back in discussion. 
While addressing rallies, Kejriwal 
claimed that after BUP’s win, Yosi will 
be removed like several other BJP 
CMs. According to UP watchers, the 
Delhi CM tried to create a fake narra- 
tive that all was not well within the 
BJP and the top leadership was wary 
of Yogi because of his growing popu- 
larity and it might have impacted a 
section of voters. 

“Although he was playing on Yo- 


gi’s popularity, giving a message to 
the latter's admirers and voters that 
if you vote for the saffron party, your 
‘favourite’ CM would be dispensed 
with, BJP came out with a rebuttal. 
However, with BJP losing ground in 
these polls, this narrative is bound 
to return to haunt the party,” says a 
BUP insider. 

His name also came up during dis- 
cussions around Thakur protests dur- 
ing the election. The hype around the 
protest likely affected the party's 
prospects, especially in the first two 
rounds. “But he was not alone. UP 
BJP's inability toassess the intensity 
of the protest will also be discussed 
in the same breath,” the analyst says 
and adds it was because of Yogi that 
the extent of damage was curtailed. 
Seats won by BJP do reflect the same, 
he further says. 

While Yogi is in the third year of 
his second tenure and his welfare 
measures have reached the last stra- 
ta of the society, his govt is yet to 
earn the trust of the minority com- 
munity, as apparent from the voting 
pattern. “This would bea task cut out 
for his govt to bridge that gap,” says 
a political analyst. 

However, while making the gov- 
ernance more robust, the Yogi govt 
must be wary of its image as being 
“over-dependent” on bureaucracy. 
“Ignoring party workers and people's 
representatives wasa reason quoted 
for the lack of enthusiasm among 
party cadre,” he adds. 


Prabin Kalita@timesgroup.com 


ok Sabha election results 

present a complex picture 

for Himanta Biswa Sarma, 

‘Assam chief minister and 
key architect of BJP’s vision in 
the North-East. 

Despite his significant role in 
BJP’s national campaigns, the 
party's and NDA’ performance in 
the North-East, especially in Ma- 
nipur, raise questions about his 
future trajectory. In his home state 
of Assam, the party retained the 
same tally as 2019 but failed to im- 
prove its performance. 

While Sarma wasn’t directly 
involved in campaigning in the 
North-East, except Assam, the re- 
gion’selectoral outcomes now raise 
questions about his ability to de- 
liver in his own backyard. 

BUP’s decision to deploy Sarma 
outside the region, leaving the re- 
gional leadership to manage their 
own campaigns, can be interpreted 
as a strategic move to utilise his 
skillsonanational platform, poten- 
tially grooming him fora larger role 
within the party. Conversel 
could also suggest a deliberate dis- 
tancing from the complexities of 
the North-East, especially given the 
sensitive political climate and BJP's 
mixed record in the region. 

‘This can beacrucial juncture in 
‘Sarma’s political future. While his 
national profile within BJP has un- 
doubtedly risen, the party’s set- 
backs, especially in Manipur, might 
lead to a reassessment of his influ- 
ence and standing within the party. 
Whether the central leadership 
continues to repose the same level 
of trust in him, and how they 
choose to utilize his political 
capital in the future, re- 
mains to be seen. 

Sarma’s political 
journey started 
with the Congress 
party. However, 
helost hisfirst 
assembly 
election in 
1996. But that 
did not ob- 
struct his 


FUTUR 
Setbacks in his 
backyard raise questions 
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Himanta: Will N-E star 
campaigner lose sheen? 


quick rise through the ranks, hold- 
ing important ministerial portfolios 
in the Assam government. Recog: 
nising the shifting political winds, 
hemadea decisive move to the BJP 
in 2015, a decision that proved in- 
strumental in the party's historic 
victory in Assam the following year, 

Inthe run-up to the 2016 Assam 
assembly elections, Sarma proved 
his mettle as BJP’s most depend: 
able backroom strategist. His deft 
maneuvering facilitated the defec- 
tion of nine Congress MLAs to 
BYP, providing a significant boost 
tothe party’s prospects. This stra- 
tegic move paid dividends, as BJP 
tasted its first electoral victory in 
Assam, a state long considered a 
Congress bastion. 

Recognising Sarma’s contribu 
tions, then BJP president Amit 
Shah entrusted him with the piv- 
otal role of convenor of the newly 
formed North East Democratic Al- 
liance (NEDA). This miniature ver- 
sion of the National Democratic 
Alliance (NDA) brought together 
almost all the regional parties of 
the North-East under a unified um- 
brella, solidifying the BJP's foot 
hold in the region. 

Sarma’s strategic prowess con- 
tinued to bear fruit as BUP secured 
the defection of 43 Congress MLAs 
in Arunachal Pradesh, paving way 
for formation of the party's govern: 
ment in the state. This remarkable 
feat was followed by BJP's first gov- 
ernment in Manipur and historic 
ousting of the formidable Left Front 
in Tripura, a state where they had 
held sway for decades. 

Awave of political 
change swept across 
y) North-East, with 
Nagaland, Megha 
laya, and Mizoram 
also witnessing 
the formation of 
NEDA/NDA 
governments. 
However, now 
there are new 
twists to this 
success 
story, 


Pollspeak: Top 10 Words 


Ananalysis of Modi’s campaign speeches (from 
Mar 16 to May 30) reveal some powerful patterns 
that drove his message home to voters 
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RALLIES & Varanasi is the only constituency where 
ROADSHOWS Modi had both a rally and a roadshow. 
In 2019, he had attended 142 rallies, 
travelling 1.3 lakh km for campaigning 
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7 350 days the world’s 

Pierre Trudeau —-«sLONgest-serving 
di 

eae leaders 


Having won a third 
term, Modi joins the 

France nd, France club of leaders who 
have served 

the lengthiest stints 
in office* 


“Leaders from 20th century 
and from democracies with 
free and fair elections 
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Hindu Mahasabha won four seats in 1951 


DANCE of DEMOCRACY | DECODING THE VERDICT 
From 3 Seats To Triple-Digit Tallies 


BJP’s forerunner, Bharatiya Jana Sangh, won three seats in 
the first Lok Sabha election — two in West Bengal, one in 
Rajasthan. The erstwhile party hit its peak tally of 35 in 1967, 
when Deen Dayal Upadhyay was its president 


Zero seats for Jana Sangh in 1977 and 1980 
is because the party had merged with the 
Janata Party during this period 


VERDICT2024 


~8to18states ow, 
‘Since 2009, BJP has more 

than doubled the count of 
states where it's in office, 
covering all fourregions 


BJP was formed in April 1980 and Before 2014, BJP-led NDA was in office at the 
contested its first parliamentary Centre for six years between 1998 and 2004 
election in 1984. Between mid-80s under Vajpayee. Led by Modi, it won a majority 
and late 90s, it grew the fastest on its own in 2014 and 2019 but fell short this 
— from 2 seats to 182 time, though it emerged as the largest party 
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Not Keeping Ear To The Ground Hurt BJP 


Akhilesh.Singh 
@timesgroup.com 


uoyed by the sue: 
cessful delivery of 
its poll promises in 
the past ten years, 
BJP approached 
the 2024 Lok Sabha elections 
as a no-contest but ended up 
committing mistakes like re- 
peating incumbent MPs de- 
spite adverse ground feed. 
back against them and also 
ropingin candidates from dif- 
ferent parties disregarding 
cadres’ sentiment, leading 
to indifferencefrom them. 
Unlike the usual practice 
— a successful one — of re- 
placing sitting MPs to con 
tain local anti-incumbency, 
the party brass repeated 
most candidates, which is 
seen as a critical contributor 
tothedefeatof manyof them, 


Faizabad: 
Mandir no 
guarantee of 
mandate 


Team TO! 


(Phe construction of Ram 

| temple and BJP’s cam- 

paign around consecra- 

tion of Ram Lalla’s idol in Jan, 

justmonthsaheadof Lok Sabha 

polls, did not reap the dividends 
that the party had hoped for. 

BJP stalwart Lallu Singh 
failed to win Faizabad, the 
parliamentary constituency 
of which Ayodhya is a par 
against Samajwadi P: 
Awadesh Prasad, who won by 
‘amargin of over 54,000 votes. 

Prasad, a nine-time MLA 
and one of the founding mem: 
bers of SP, was locked in a 
close fight with two-time MP 
Lallu Singh till Tuesday after- 
noon as Votes were counted. 

It was from 1.30pm that 
Prasad'’s lead kept inching up- 
wards, before he was an. 
nounced as the winner, While 
Prasad reached the counting 
venueafter offeringprayersat 
Hanumangarhi temple, Lallu 
Singh didnot turn upatall. 


TEMPLE RUN 


A Dalit candidate, Prasad 
was fielded by Samajwadi Par- 
ty on a general seat. The par- 
ty’s gamble paid off as over 2.5 
lakh Passis in the constituen: 
ey appear tohave backed him. 

The saffron camp lost all 
fourother Lok Sabha constitu 
encies in the Ayodhyadivision 
Ambedkarnagar, Baraban- 
ki, Sultanpurand Amethi. 

In Barabanki, voters elect 
ed Congress candidate Tanuj 
Punia, while SP’s Lalji Ver- 
ma, a seasoned politician, 
won from Ambedkarnagar: 

Abigupsetcame in Sultan- 
pur, where BJP’s senior par- 
liamentarian Maneka Gandhi 
lost to SP’s Rambhual Nishad. 
And in Amethi, Union women 
and child development minis. 
ter Smriti Irani lost to debu- 
tant and Gandhi family loyal 
ist Kishori Lal Sharma. 

BJP had won Barabanki, 
Faizabad and Sultanpur seats 
in2014 and 2019 Lok Sabha elee- 
tions. BSP’s Ritesh Pandey had 
held Ambedkarnagar in the 
2019 polls. This time, Pandey 
fought from the seat 
as a BUP candidate but lost to 
Verma by over 1.37 lakh votes. 


mainly in Uttar Pradesh, 
where the party had the most 
at stake and was expecting 
to make gains since SP and 
BSP were contesting sepa- 
rately. Also going for the par- 
ty was the construction of 
Ram temple in Ayodhya, and 
the ‘law and order’ plank of 
the Yogi Adityanath govt was 
expected to work in itsfavour. 
‘The drafting of ‘outside 
rs’, many of them ‘tainted’, 
resulted in the ‘anti-corrup- 
tion’ plank losing its 
sheen without bringing in 
compensatory advantages. 
While the opposition in. 
flicted severe damage in UP 
by using the caste card to 
thwart the growing consoli 
dation of Hindus, BJP took 
time to respond to signs 
of unease among influential 
communities like — Jats, 
Meenasand the Rajputs. 
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‘SWEEPING PROBLEMS UNDER THE CARPET 


‘The claim of opposition 
parties that Yogi Adityanath 
would be replaced as Uttar 
Pradesh chief minister add- 


ed to an avoidable problem. 
Besides, there were reports 
oordination within 
the party organisation over 


of poor 


How BJP Barely Hung On 
In A Wave-Less Election 


240 Seats 


Telangana and Andhra are two states where the party posted gains that many 
hadn't expected it to. UP and Maharashtra delivered a blow to their hopes of 
landing a third straight term on their own. The number of states where BJP has all 
MPs is down to five — MP, Himachal, Uttarakhand, Delhi and Arunachal 


Compared to 2019, geographical spread 
of BJP’s perfomance changed in east and 
south. On its own in east and through its 
alliance in Telangana, the party gained 
new seats. It lost seats in Maharashtra 
and Rajasthan, but the biggest setback 
came in UP, where they lost almost half 


the seats won in 2019 
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BJP KEEPS ONLY HALF 
OF MODI WAVE SEATS 


There were 89 seats where BJP’s vote 
share rose by at least 20% in 2014, over 
2009. Let's call these Modi Wave seats. 
In our base year of 2009, it had won 


the selection of candidates. 
Differences among party 
leadersover alliances with o- 
cal outfits like Suheldev Bha- 


only 5 of these seats 


In five years, it increased its takings 
15-fold, mainly at Cong’s expense 


, oi Cong 


In 2019, other parties shaved off some 
‘seats from BJP but Cong slid further 


a. Cong 


BIP’s 2014 ‘wave' pickings were 
halved in 2024 with SP taking 20 


3S 
8 


and Cong wresting 11 seats 
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Smriti, 6 ministers lose in UP; 
victory margins fall for others 


Neha.Lalchandani 
@timesgroup.com 


>\f the 12 Union minis- 
(jis who contested 
from UP, only five, in- 
cluding PM Narendra Modi 
(Varanasi) and defence 
minister Rajnath 
Singh (Lucknow),man- 
aged to save theirseats. 
Dubbed a “giant 
slayer” for defeating Ra- 
hulGandhiin Amethiin [7 
2019, Union minister Smriti 
Trani (women and child devel- 
opment) ost the seat to Gandhi 
family loyalist Kishori L Shar- 
ma by 1.6 lakh votes, Ajay Mis- 
hra Teni (MoS, home), whose 


sonallegedly mowed down four 
farmers in Lakhimpur during 
the farm laws protest, failed to 
win a third term, losing by 
33,000 votes. Other portfolio- 
holders failing to retain their 
seats are MoS for MSME Bha- 
nu Singh Verma, who 
lost from Jalaun by 
51,000 votes; Mahendra 
Nath Pandey (heavy in- 
dustries)lost from Chan- 
dauli by 14,000; Sanjeev 
Balyan (MoS, agricul- 
ture) lost from Muzaffarnagar 
by 12,000 votes; Kaushal Kish- 
ore (urban development) lost 
from Mobhanlalganj by 84,000 
votes and Sadhvi Niranjan Jyo- 
ti (MoS, rural development) 


lost Fatehpur by 35,000 votes. 
Ministers who won also 
saw their margins slide. Modi, 
who won by 4.8 lakh votes in 
2019, defeated Congress state 
chief Ajay Rai by 15 lakh this 
year. Rajnath’s margin re- 
duced to 70,000 against 3.5 lakh 
in 2019. Pankaj Chaudhary 
(MoS, finance) retained Maha- 
rajganj witha margin of 35,000 
against 3.4 lakh in 2019. Anu- 
priya Patel (MoS, commerce 
and industry) of NDA ally Ap- 
naDal(S)won with 46,000 votes 
against2.3 lakh in 2019. Theon- 
lymantri whobettered his 2019 
margin was SP Singh Baghel 
(MoS, health), who won Agra 
witha gap of 22 lakh votes. 


2003 | 2018 | 2019 2009 | 2018 
Andhra Pradesh 0 2 0 3 Delhi ) 7 
Assam 4 | 7 | 9 | 9 | |Odisha o|ij/el|s 
Bihar wz | 22 | 7 | 1 | | Punjab 1{[2]2{o 
Chhattisgarh 10 | 10 | 9 | 10 | | Rajasthan 4 | 25 | 2 | 
Goa x | 2 i ae Telangana o/i]4 8 
Gujarat 15 | 2 | 2 | 24 | | Tamil Nadu 0 1 0 0 
Haryana 7 io | 5 Tripura 0 0) 2 2 
Himachal Pradesh 3 | 4 | 4 | 4 | |UttarPradesh 10 | n | 62 | 3 
Jammu & Kashmir o | 3 | 2. | | Uttarakhand o|s/5|s5 
Jharkhand 8 | 2|un 8 West Bengal i 2 | 1 | 2 
Karnataka wo | w | 25 | a | | otheruts 3 [4 |2] 2 
Madhya Pradesh we | 27 | 28 | 29 | | Northeast o{[1i|{3] 2 
Maharashtra 9 | 3 | 2 | w ive tly doesn cue Assam and 8K | Source 


ratiya Samaj Party ineastern 
UP werea known secret. 
‘There were reports that a 
section of RSS was unhappy 
at how tickets were distrib- 
uted and ‘outsiders’ were 
given preference while ig- 
noring old party cadres, tak- 
ing away the advantage the 
saffron party has enjoyed 
over grassroots Sangh volun: 
teers handling ‘door-to-door’ 
part of the campaign. BJP 
president JP Nadda’salleged 
statementon ties with RSS— 
“we have grown more capa: 
ble” — coming ahead of the 
fifth phase seems to have 
done further damage even 


that he ws 

‘The damage could have 
been more severe if the lead: 
ership had not taken a few 
‘unexpected’ calls, such as 
shedding ‘frenemy’ fights 


with regional parties like 
YSRCP in Andhra Pradesh 
and Biju Janata Dal in Od- 
isha; both decisions deliver: 
ed dividends for the party 
and helped it retain its posi: 
tion as the single largest par: 
ty, which makes it the first 
claimant to form the govt. It 
responded positively to Nit- 
ish Kumar when hewantedto 
return to NDA and, as a re- 
sult, could blunt the ‘caste 
card’ that worked to its disad- 
vantage in Uttar Pradesh. 
After several rounds of 
meetings, BJP succeeded in 
forging an alliance with Telu 
gu Desam Party (TDP) at the 
cost of its arrangement with 
YSRCP in Andhra Pradesh. 
The coalition swept both LS 
andassembly polls in thestate. 
The party brass took a 
different stand in Odisha 
and emergedas the key chal- 


lenger to the hegemony of 
Biju Janata Dal chief Na- 
veen Patnaik as the saffron 
party gained a majority in 
state polls anda landslide in 
Lok Sabha elections, win- 
ning 19 out of 21 seats there. 
Another ‘course correc: 
tion’ after the debacle in the 
Karnataka assembly elec- 
tions was reinstating vete 
anleader BS Yediyurappaas 
the party won 19 seats de- 
spite a rout in the state polls 
just a few months ago. Fol- 
lowing Yediyurappa’s _re- 
moval as Karnataka chief 
minister, there was dissent 
and dissatisfaction within 
the party. However, his son 
Vijayendra’s appointment 
as state unit president in 
Nov last year significantly 
addressed any reservations 
while the tie-up with JD(S) 
turned out tobe valuable. 


Saffron citadels breached 
as INDIA finds Uttar 


BJP TALLY BY REGION 


Mohua.Chatterjee 


@timesgroup.com 


espite inroads in a few 
win that BUP was expect- 
ing to form a govt for a third 
termran intoobstacles in some 
of theparty'sstrongholdstates. 
‘The most brutal blow for 
BJPcamefrom Uttar Prades 
the state with most Lok Sab 
constituencies (80). Here, the 
anaged to win just 
3, from its 2019 tally 
of 62seats in thestate. 
Thisdent ensured that BJP 
failed to get a majority on its 
own, so much so that PM Mo- 


tadel Amethi in2019, pulledoff 
a vietory by a margin of 4.8 
lakh votes in Rae Bareli — a 
statement that the opposition 
planned to bringhome to BJP. 
If UP, even after the high 
pitched Ram mandir inaugu- 
ration, failed to vote over- 
whelmingly for BJP, it was Ra- 
jasthan—which overturned a 
Congress govt and brought 
BJP to office only last Nov 
that refused to deliver 24 f the 
25seats for the saffron camp as 
it did in 2019. Congress 
snatched a big chunk of 11 


with BJP leading in 14 

‘Though opposition did not 
fare as well as it expected in 
Bihar, BUP lost five seats to IN- 
DIA bloc. The party retained 
all but one seat in Chhattis- 
garh, which has 11 LS seats. It 
maintained its number in 
Gujaratand improved its tally 
in MP, sweeping all 29 seats in 
, including Chhind 
‘itu. 


and his son th won 

the seat for Congress in 2019). 
Among its _ stronghold 

states, BUP's ‘voterloo’ was 


Maharashtra in many ways. 
It was the state where BJP 
tried all its tricks to fell an 
elected Shiv Sena-Congre 
NCP govt, break Sena and 
NCP. and take some Congress 
functionaries for its owncoali- 
tion, Voters avenged this bac 
door govt by reducing BUP's 
seats to ten from 23 in 2019. 
‘This general election has 
ensured that BUP cannot form 
agovtby itself. Ithastobankon 
pre-poll allies, and Modi must 
go with Nitish Kumar; Eknath 
Shinde and Chandrababu 
duand others if he forms govt, 


New territories help BJP 
compensate for losses 


Team TO! 


share in the party's 
stronghold states in 
the north and west in 2019, 
BJP was looking to recover 
ground it could lose to 10 
years of anti-incumbency 
from new territories. But its 
aggressive Mission South 
and East left it with both tan- 
gibleand intangible gains. 
First, the disappointment. 
BJP was unable to add more 
seats to its 2019 tally of 290f the 
130 Lok Sabha seats it won in 
Tamil Nadu, Puducherry, 
Kerala, ‘Telangana, Andhra 
Pradesh and Karnataka in 


| iF ing saturated its seat 


the results declared on Tues- 
fowever, it successfully 
carved outa new base for itself 
inthesouth beyond Karnataka 
among two Telugu states of Te- 
langana and Andhra Pradesh. 
Ithasalso debuted in Kerala by 
winningitsfirstever seat, 
While it has shown that 
the four seats it won in Telan- 
gana in 2019 was not a chance 
occurrence, it hasfor the first 
time won three seats in And- 
hra Pradesh by tying up with 
the TDP, aparty with which it 
had much bad blood over the 
past five years. Letting by- 
gones be bygones has allowed 
it to break new ground. This 
ensured that the seats it lost 


in Karnataka were made up 
for from Telangana and AP. 
In the east, West Bengal’s 
ruling Trinamool Congress 
dealt a blow to BUP's plans of 
gaining beyond its 2019 tally 
of 18 and take it to 25-0dd 
seats. TMC has wrestled sis 
seats back from BJP and tak- 
enits own score to29LS seat 
‘The best news for BJP 
came in from Odisha, where 
the saffron party has swept 
the state by winning 19 of the 
21 LS seats, reducing ruling 
BUD to just one seat, along- 
side overthrowing CM Na- 
vyeen Patnaik’s five-term gov: 
ernment in thestate, BJP had 
won just eight seats in 2019. 


3 reasons why tally halved in largest state 


Rajiv Srivastava & 
Pankaj Shah | tn 


Lucknow: Since 2014, UP has 
stood out for BJP polls after 
polls. The politically crucial 
state stood out this time, too, 
but for INDIA bloc partners, 
Congress & Samajwadi Party 
While BJP registered its 
biggest loss in UP since 2014, 
Congress, withsixseats, could 
sense its much-awaited reviv: 
al in thestate.Itsally SP could 
end up as the biggest gainer 
both in terms of number of 
seats, winning35,and the vote 
share of around 33% from 
18.11% in 2019. The biggest los- 
erthistimewas the Mayawati- 
led BSP, which drew a blank 
and reached its lowest ebb as 


its vote share dipped to9.3%. 


BJP’s loss shows the loop- 
holes it could not plugtoretain 
thedominance it wielded since 
204. Analysts pointed out 
three factors that contributed 
toits poor performance in UP. 

First, it could not counter 
theopposition'snarrativethat 
BJP govt wasbound tochange 
the Constitution and scrap 
reservation benefits to OBC 
and SC/STif itwasreelected. 
Sources said this narrative 
kept whirling at the ground 
despite the party brass’ con- 
certed attempt toneutralise it. 

“In their campaigns, PM 
Modi and Amit Shah kept as- 
suaging the apprehensions 
stoked by opposition amongst 
the backward castes. Their ef- 
forts seem to have gone in 
ida BJP functionary. 


MISSED RED FLAGS? 


Second, despite negative 
feedback from party workers, 
BJP could not gauge the anti- 
incumbency against its MPs. 
Ithad initially decided to de 
ny tickets to30% of its incum- 
bent MPsbutendedupreplac- 


ing only 14 sitting MPs. Pro- 
tests by farmers and other 
sections of society amplified 
theanger against the party in 
many pockets of the state. 
‘The third factor contribut- 
ing to BJP’s loss was its failed 


attempt to blunt the minority 
aggression and its consolidz 
tion behind the opposition, 
primarily the SP-Congress al- 
liance, which successfully 
dented its tally. Analysts said 
BJP was unable to polarise 
Hindu voters, who got divided 
on caste lines, despite its high- 
pitched —religious-cultural 
narrative centred around in- 
auguration of Ram temple, 
renovation of Kashi Vishwa- 
nath ham and aggressive pe- 
rusal of the Krishna Janmab- 
hoomi-ShahiBidgah case. 
Caste-based parties, which 
joined hands with BJP to forge 
“an invincible caste alliance”, 
did not tickle voters’ minds, 
who, at places, were fed up with 
‘OBC vs upper caste’ narra- 
tives, primarily ineastern UP. 


VERDICT2024 


Subodh.Ghildiyal 
@timesgroup.com 


hen, contrary 
to many pun- 
dits’ and its 
own expecta: 
tions, Cong 
ress lost late-2023 assembly 
polls in the heartland, two 
things didn’t happen. One, Ra- 
hulGandhididn’tlosehis tem. 
per. Two, he disagreed with 
party veterans like Ashok 
Gehiot who said BJP won by 
polarising voters. He had poin- 
ted out that in Rajasthan, for 
example, Congress vote share 
(40%)wasjust2percentage po- 
ints behind BJP’s (42%). 
‘That's not a sign of polarisa- 
tion, Gandhi had said, that’s a 
sign of poor communication, 
Four months later, that co: 
oLheaded analysis seems to 
have paid off, Gandhi had told 
Congress seniors that an Ay- 
odhya-focussed BJP can be 
confronted, with a good agen- 
da backed by better campaign. 
‘The 2024 general elections 
did see Congress runa far bet 
ter campaign ~ fronted by a 
calm, collected Rahul Gandhi, 
‘The changeseemstohave hap- 
pened as he walked those mi- 
ing India during 
his Bharat Jodo Yatra 
‘The 2024 Congress story is 
astory of Rahul Gandhi's evo. 
lution. The new Gandhi didn’t 
let Con poor Lok Sabha 
numbers in 2014 and 2019 de- 
moralise him. He didn'tlet De- 
cember 2028's heartland losses 
break his heart. He didn’t let 
an aggressive Narendra Modi 
intimidate him. His party was 
inbluefunk in December 2023. 
Congress's 2024 strategy was 
predicated on wins in MP and 
Chhattisgarh and a close fight 
in Rajasthan, Anticipation of 
good results had even led to 
Cong 0 deferring the orga: 


Grand Old 
Faces New 


After winning five straight terms, Congress was voted out of office by a united opposition in 1977. It had two more 
phases of decline with the longest one starting in 2014, though it would count 2024 as a turnaround in its fortunes 


nisational restructuring by a 
year, and the defeats saddled it 
With serious holes in manage- 
mentof states close to polls. 

But Rahul rallied his tro- 
ops, ordered fresh strategi- 
sing, and worked onamanifes- 
to that went into the heart of 
the Congress’ UPA-era agenda 
of welfare-jobs-growth. If the 
manifesto struck a chord with 
voters, Congressowesmuch to 
Gandhi. He has been at the fo- 
refront of a “guarantees” ba- 
sed welfare policy and caste 
outreach, repeatedly arguing 
this was the only way to take 
on a no-holds-barred campa- 
ign of polarisation by BJP. 

For Gandhi and the party, 
the stakes were clear: The Mo- 
di machine billed this general 
election as the ticket to Modi’s 
place in history. There was hu 
ge asymmetry in resources 
between Congress and BJP, 
blanketmediacoverage of Mo- 
di, arrests of opposition lea- 
ders, and income-taxactionon 
Congress bank accounts. Post 
Ayodhya consecration, it 1oo- 
ked likea one-party election. 

‘Then came the poll schedu- 
le, A two-month, seven phase 
election seemed to favour Mo- 
di, whocould campaign across 
the country, backed by a party 
flush with funds. 

For Congress, the much 
talked about existential crisis 
seemed finally here. 

Except for Rahul Gandhi. 

He persevered, held strate- 
gysessions,and sharpened his 
ideas. The key idea: maximise 
gains in south, pick up seats in 
the north, and try breaking 
new ground in states that had 
gone barren after the advent 
of Modi. Seats Congress has 
won in the North — UP. Rajast 
han, Haryana, Punjab —area 
testament to a resilience that 
none but Gandhi believed in. 

It was a methodical appro- 
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ach. Few in the party wanted a 
East-West Bharat Jodo Yatra 
after the December state defe- 
ats, butthe Gandhi scion hada 
plan. Strategists picked 100- 
plus districts and seats where 
they thought Congress stood a 
decent chance in general el 
tions. Gandhi covered 110 dis- 
states in 62 da- 
‘The joint shows with IN 
DIA allies became a forerun- 
ner fora campaign of unit 
‘Theapproach was pragma 
tic. At the high table of Cong 
ress planning, Kharge and 
Gandhi were unanimous that 
theparty had tostrikecompro- 
misesandensurethat theanti- 
BJP alliance held firm. Cong 
ress contested 326 seats, the lo- 
west in LS election history. 
‘This was premised on one 
belief Rahul Gandhi had that 
Moai had to be opposed and 


Despite 197 seats and a 40% vote share, Congress sat in the 
opposition in 1989. Aided by a sympathy vote following Rajv 
Gandhi's assassination in 1991, it returned to office in 1991 in a 
minority govt and launched ambitious economic reforms 


that the opposition can’t be a 
passiveplayer oran occasional 
right-wing drumbeater out of 
fear of popular backlash, or 
stay on right side of what 
Congress sees as a vindictive 
prosecution machinery. 

This was Gandhi's strate- 
gy from Day Lof the first Modi 
sarkar: He took a 55-day 
tical to force Congre: 
his line. That led to public agi- 
tations against amendments 
to the Land Acquisition Act. 
‘That also made him one of the 

players in getting Lalu 
Prasad to accept his nemes 
Nitish as the face of the “ma 
hagatbandhan’ that humbled 
BJP in Bihar in late 2015. The- 
re were string of disappoint 
especially the Pulw 
fluenced 2019 elections. 
But later, working as the back- 
room strategist after Kharge’s 


Congress ticks right Together they rose: 
boxes, finds mojo INDIA proves bigger 
for upcoming battles than sum of its parts 


Team TO! 


4 the 50s in Lok Sabha over 
the last decade, the doub: 
ling of tally isa psychological 
victory. The decent score for 
the crisis-ridden party is seen 
as its revival, as it comes with 
appreciable ‘performance in 
thenorth and thenortheast. 
‘The geographical advance 
wasnotanticipated in theelee: 
tion that came against the 
backdrop of the Ayodhya tem- 
ple inauguration and the par- 
ty’s woes of resource crunch 
and defections. ‘The turnaro- 
und points to what it has ma- 
naged toget right poli 
munication and leadership. 
‘These are the three fronts on 
which Congress would feel 
confident going forward. 
Ithas cemented the leader- 
shipof thetriumvirateof Mal- 
likarjun Kharge-Rahul Ga- 
ndhi-Priyanka Gandhi Vadra 
In 2024 polls, they addressed 
315 rallies, ‘communicating 
with voters and takingon BUP. 
Marginalised among the 
urban and upper caste demog- 
raphics, Congress lurched to- 
wards a Mandalite reinven- 
tion, espousing causes like 
“easte census-50% ceiling re- 
moval”, along with an ageres- 
sive welfarist and secular out- 
reach, Its decimation in the 
Decassembly polls had raised 
doubts about the policy make- 
over's efficacy, But LS results 
have restored its credibility, 
and Congress may have shed 


| ‘or Congress foraging in 


‘onfusion for good. 
the effective campa 
‘sical and virtual, has 
resolved another handicap. 
‘The party has been in search 
of the strategy to counter Mo- 
di’s hyper communication. 
The decision of Sonia 
Gandhi, Kharge and Rahul to 
address the media early after 
theresultsshowed theparty is 
buoyed by its performance. 
‘The facts on the ground poin- 
ted toa crisis to be overcome, 
and nota war to be won. 
Its biggest advantage has 
been the coming together of 


regional parties, With Mahar- 
ashtra and Haryana polls four 


months away, Congress and al- 
lies would fancy their chances 
‘on the turfs BJP had come to 
own over the last decade. 

The party is still to find an 


antidote to Modi’s national 
appeal, butiit is set todraw con- 
fidence from the LS outcome 
that it ismaking progress. 


‘Teau TOI 


Then BIP derided the 
\ coming together of 
opposition parties un- 
der INDIA last July as the ban- 
ding of the “corrupt” against 
Modi, little did it realise that 
the 16 disparate and volatile 
satraps could forge a seamless 
coordination that would give 
NDAarunforitsmoney 
Mandate2024, billed as Mo- 
i's ticket to history, ended up 
becoming a chalienge that 
stopped BJP short of majority 
and NDA of abigmajority. 
‘The SP-Congress tie-up in 
UP delivered a jolt bordering 
on embarrassment, while the 
MVA gave BJP a major shock. 
‘The JMM-Congress-CPI(ML}- 
RJD combo put upa good fight 
in Jharkhand despite its ma- 
scot, Hemant Soren, in prison. 
‘The same was true about 
Congress in J&K-Ladakh. If 
the list is long, it only under- 


scores the wide social net that 
INDIA weaved. 

‘The poolingof bases witha 
jointcampaign worked in ways 
best seen in contrast with 2022 
UP assembly polls when Akhi- 
lesh had spurned Congress, SP 
fell way short as BJP romped 
homedespite evidence of voter 
resentment. Forward to 2024. 
SP-Congress alliance fashio- 
ned a formidable social base. 
Rahul's presence as the ideolo- 
gical bulwark against Modi en. 
sured consolidation of anti- 
BJP forces ~ backwards on so- 
cial justice, Muslims on com- 
munalism 'and Dalits over 
“threat to Constitution”. The 
overlap of disparate agendas, 
helped by Congress's own shift 
towards Mandalite politics, 
produced a social churn that 
BJP was not ready for. 

Just how the word “gath- 
bandhan” spread across the 
heartland, ensuring vote 
transfer among allies, is not- 
hingshortof amiracle. Thebig 
glue was Congress's willing: 
ness to cede seats to allies that 
itwould not have otherwise. 

Even discordant notes hel- 
ped. Congress and AAP refu: 
sed to join hands in Punjab, re- 
alisingthat the top two players 
aligning would open space for 
BJP.Intheend, BJPdrewacip- 
her. Congress and Left stayed 
as traditional poles in Kerala, 
limiting belligerent BJP. The 
only friction was in Bengal, 
where TMC refused to partner 
Congress despite entreaties. 
But thenet big loser was BJP. 


YouTubers earn eyeballs, give oppn a leg up 


Team TOL 


New Delhi: In previous natio- 
nal elections, BJP lorded over 
the social media space. In LS 
2024, YouTubers played a sig- 
nificant role in snatching that 
‘space out of the saffron party's 
grip, thereby improving Cong- 
ress-led INDIA's position, An- 
ti-govt influencers earnedeye- 
ballsand shaped opinion, even 
attracting the attention of Bri- 
tish weekly, The Economist. 
As per statista.com, India has 
476m YouTube viewers. 
Statistics shows Dhruv 
Rathee isthe most viewed You- 


Tuber during this election. 
Rathee's Modi: The Real Story 
alonegarnered27m views. Me- 
dia commentator Sevanti Ni 
nan describes him as “the big 
new phenomenon of these 
elections”. Media commenta- 
tor and columnist Madhavan 
Narayanan says that YouTu- 
bers like him are often playing 
the role of what mainstream 
media ought todo: check facts, 
question. self-contradictions 
and supply meaningful con- 
textand background. 

People seem to like them 
for their passion, informality 
and storytelling styles. News- 


related YouTubers are know- 
ledge jockeys who have repla- 
ced staid or shrill TV anchors. 
T'venodoubtthishasreshaped 
opinion and media consump- 
tion among educated youths 
and middle classes,” hesat 

Media commentator V 
ta Kohli-Khandekar says nati- 
onal TV gratifies this audien- 
ce and wonders why no news 
channel caterstoall Indians or 
toalarge section. “There isan 
information gap. And nature 
abhors a vacuum. WhatsApp, 
YouTube, Facebook, Reels and 
dozens of short video apps fill 
this gap. Some do a better job 


than others and therefore get 
moreeyeballs,” she says. 

Politicians have also soug- 
htout YouTube channels toco- 
nnect with voters which enab- 
les them to sidestep the gateke- 
eping role of mainstream me- 
dia, Ninan says. “There isa po- 
wershifthappeningwithinthe 
media universefrom compani- 
esto individuals,” shesays. 

‘The impact is noticeable. 
The govt aims to bring broad- 
cast services, including OTT 
channels, within its ambit 
through the proposed Broad- 
cast Services (Regulation) 
Bill, shesays. 


United Front and NDA 
Coalitions kept Congress 
out of office for nearly 

a decade starting mid- 
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90s. Then came UPA'S 


10-year stint that ended Ce a 


with BJP returning with 


elevation as party chief, he un- 
furled the Yatras and theagen- 
da of pro-poor outreach and 
“mohabbat ki dukaan”.In the- 
se polls, Gandhi's sharply ide- 
ological line paid dividends. 
Broken up opposition parties 
like Uddhav Sena and Sharad 
Pawar NCP, parties targeted 
by probe agencies, RJD, AAP 
and JMM, agreed to take 
Gandhi's line ~ that standing 


counter in a Modi-dominated, 
Hindutva-laden political at- 
mosphere. And IND] 
paign had the unmistal 
imprintof Rahul Gandhi. 
Caste census emerged 
from this thinkingasastick to 
beat BJP with, and Opposition 
targeted votes of three pan-In- 
dia groups - Dalits, Mus 
and OBCs. Inside his 


a majority and reducing 
Congress to its lowest 
tally ever in 2014 


WINNING 
LINES 


eo 


Khata khat, khata khat, 
khata khat” 


“Haath ne jhaadu 
pakad liya hai ‘Hand’ 
has picked up the 
‘broom’)” 

“It’s a revolutionary 
manifesto” 


“You must've seen that 
the PM has panicked, 
he is shaken, worried” 


Dress | Trademark casual 
trousers, white T-shirt and 


ty, Gandhi's “radical” positio- 

ning on secularism and reser- 
loubted by many 
jooled in centrist 

politics. But he pressed on. 

He made mistakes, It was 
no surprise that when his 
“chowkidar chor hai” campa- 
ign backfired in 2019, he was 
the only one surprised in 
Congre had foreseen 
the dis rill pitch 
was inviting, given Pulwama 
and Balakot. His other mista: 
kes: Rafale fizzled out during 
the 2019 campaign, and Pe 
sus petered out during Modi 
second term. Many asked him 
to be pragmatic. Not all govt 
transgressions and scandals, 
nomatterhowserious,resona: 
ted with the public, especially 
when BJP had systemic hege 
mony undera popular lead 

Reassessing, this time he 


11 to 3 in 15 years ay 
In 2009, Congress was in 
office in 11 states and its 
UPA allies in 3. By 2019, 
battered electorally, the 
party was left in control 
of only a handful of states 
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108 rallies, Gandhi 
turf wins: Priyanka 
emerges as a star 


priyanka Gandhi Vadra ad- 
dressed 108 rallies across 
the country, managed elec- 
tions on the Gandhi family tu- 
rf of Rae Bareli-Amethi, and 
struckachord with voters that 
has reinforced her position as 
a star campaigner: The third 
Gandhi in politics has learnt 
fast and moved quickly. Tho- 
ughstill tocontest polls, the LS 
election is set to strengthen 
ion as a politician 
worthy of familyname. Where 
she is seen to stand out is her 
ability to strike a personal to- 
uch with the audience. She, 
along with Sachin Pilot, Shas- 
hi Tharoor and Imran Pratap- 
garhi, was among key leaders 
in demand from states, Her 
equation withallies isanother 
plus for Congress, tw 


From ‘stop-gap chief’ 
to Cong’s Dalit face, 
Kharge gains heft 


or the octogenarian Malli- 
karjun Kharge, who took 
‘over Congress presidency 
amid crisis and was widely vi- 
ewedlasaplace-holder, the2024 
performance endows him 
with gravitas that removes 
ubts about his efficaey. The ve- 
teran addressed 100rallies and 
brought credibility to Cong- 
ress's social justice platform 
asa Dalit, Hiscool approach in 
defusing crises in state fa 
tions ensured a united e: 
ign. Another plus 
in his home state, as the party 
swept Hyderabad-Karnataka 
region largely because of him. 
With his experience and statu- 
re, Kharge ensured e 
dination with allies. Kharge is 
the man to watch out for in co- 
mingmonthsand years. Twn 


continued his focus on Modi, 
butattacked himon governa 
ce “ 
unequal growth, 
ness ‘distress’, ani 
ce. National security, especial- 
ly after Galwan, was a big is 
sue for Gandhi, but the party 
didn't highlight in its campa- 
ign. The “electoral bonds 
scam” was widely used, but 
only as a mood enhancer aro- 
und the“panch nyay” hype. 
‘The smart use of the ce 
paigning trio of Kha 
Gandhi and Priyanka helped 
Congress match BJP’s firepo: 
wer; Between them, they add- 
ressed 335 ralliesand events, 
But ultimately, it boiled 
down to communication with 
voters. By general reckoning, 
and with even rivals tipping 
their hat, Congress was at its 
smartest in the publicity game 


short videos, wit over anger 
andoutrage, targeting Modion 
manifesto issues, They remin- 
ded many of the2004“aam aad- 
mi” campaign. Door knocl 
press conferences, nulkkad 
sabhas were used for targeting 
voters at block and sub-district 
level. Gandhi's own YouTube 
channel notched 35 crore vi- 
‘ews in28 days till mid-May. 
2024's willgodownasarare 
election in contemporary ti- 
mes when a party fought an 
election on its manifesto, even 
delivering it to every house 
hold inaconstituency: 
It showed that voter 
reward simple promisestarge- 
ting basic needs even in times 
of polarisation and cult-style 


showed this time Rahul 
Gandhi, fighting an aggr 
veright, had got inright, 


WHAT HAPPENED TO 
CONG’S 2009 ‘PEAK’ 


The party last crossed 200 in 
2009. Here's what happened 
to those seats since then. 


Congress Falls One Shy Of Century 


After Strong All-Round Show 


After the historic low of 44 seats in 2014, 
Congress bounced back with 99 seats, 
Rahul Gandhi's high-pitched campaign 
across the country and its welfare 
promises and caste push saw the party 
almost double its tally from 2019. The 
Grand Old Party retained its hold in 
Kerala, improved its tally in Maharashtra 
and won 25 seats in the Hindi belt 


Of the 


206 


seats in 2009, 
it won more than 10 
seats in eight states 


(2 TR, TRS, 
Oth 8YSRCP,8 ADM) 


In five years, it lost more than 
half of those seats to BJP 


12019, BIP snatched 15 more, 
this time largely from others 


1 88 


61 


99 Seats 


Nearly wiped out in North-East in the last polls, 
Congress clawed back seats in multiple states, 
including Assam, Manipur and Nagaland 


Congress reclaimed nearly 
30 more seats from its peak 
2009 tally this time 


200 [| 204 | 209 2009 | 204 | 2019 
Andhra Pradesh 21 0 0 0 Karnataka =o Ee in 9 3 i a] 9 
Uttar Pradesh a | 2 Odisha 6 | 0 1 1 
Rajasthan 20 0 0 8 West Bengal 6 4 2 | 1 
Maharashtra 7 | 2 13 | | Uttarakhand 5 | 0 | o | 0 
Kerala B | s | 1 | 1 | |Binar 2 | 2 [a | 3 
Madhya Pradesh 2 2 1 0 Jammu & Kashmir 2 0 o | o 
Telangana R 2 3 8 Chattisgarh i 1 a | 8 
Gujarat ul 0 0 : Goa 1 0 if4 
Haryana 9 | 1 | 0 | 5 | | Himachal pradesh 1 | 0 | o | 0 
Punjab 8 3 8 1 Jharkhand 1 0 1 | 2 
Tamil Nadu 8 | 0 | 8 | 9 | | OtherNortheast 6 | 5 | o | 3 
‘Assam sd] ts] 3 | 3 | 8 | [otheruts 4 |o0f[2]{2 
NCT of Delhi ga 0 0 0 Note: Peak tally doesnt include Assam and J8K | Source: EC 
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‘Twelve major players outside of BJP and 


Congress, particularly those in south India, 


Telangana, failing 
to win a single 
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Beyond Big Two, BRS 
Formerly TRS, 
Power Players on, 
A=) anatject low in 


together won 138 of the 543 seats in 2019 
LS polls, Most of these parties threw in 


their lot with either NDA or the INDIA bloc 


this time. Jagan Mohan Reddy's YSRCP, 
Naveen Patnaik’s BJD and Mayawati's 


seat in 2024 


ug 


wn 


29 
16 
16 
5 6 3 


22 
9 
om, 


BSP were notable exceptions 


Akhilesh Takes A Step ‘Backward’ 
To Move Forward And Beyond MY 


Pervez.Siddiqui@timesgroup.com 


Lucknow: Samajwadi Party chief 
Akhilesh Yadav had got off toa good 
start, His early emphasis on ‘Pichde 
(backward), Dalit, Alpasankhyak 
(minorities) was combined with a 
sharpfocuson farmer issues, jobless 
ness, paper leaksand rising prices. It 
turned out to be one of his best elec- 
tion strategies, backed by intelligent 
candidate selection, 

‘The Samajwadi Party has impres 
sively led the INDIA bloc charge in 
UP winning 37 of the 62 seats it con- 
tested, its best showing in thestate in 
ageneral lection, The PDA formula- 
tion, in particular, becamea unifying 
force. The highlight of this new. 
found “social engineering” was that 
the party managed to win over Dalits 
in general and Jatavs in particular 
who were, till now, seenas traditional 
BSP voters. 

This election has also shattered 
the hypothesis that Dalits and Ya- 
days can never unite in UP. As per 
caste assessments based on exit 
polls, 65% of Scheduled Caste votes 
polled went to the SP — an increase 
of 21% as compared to 2019 polls. Of 
these, 32% of Jatav votes polled went 
to SP though they have traditionally 
been committed voters of BSP. The 
shift was not only from the BSP to SP. 

SPstrategists insist that the jump 
in Dalit voters was more than what 
was visible in 2019 Lok Sabha polls. 
“In 2019, SP had contested elections 
inalliance with the BSP. So it was no 
surprise that Dalits voted for our par- 
ty. This time we contested against 
BSP and got an overwhelming re. 
sponse from the Dalit community, 


Maya caught in her own jaal 
as Jatav voters shift loyalty 


EXPANSION MODE: Akhilesh’s new-found ‘social engineering’ managed to win over 
Dalits in general and Jatavs in particular who were, tll now, seen as traditional BSP voters 


said asenior SP functionary. 

Apart from the PDA pitch, Akhi- 
lesh succeeded in turning ‘Abki baar 
400 paar’ into a ‘Save the Constitu- 
tion’ narrative. He was among the 
first to say that the BJP wanted 400- 
plus seats to change the Constitution 
and end reservation for Dalits and 
backwards. This worked to bind to- 
gether jobless youths and families 
from Dalit and backward segments. 


Wooing Dalits & non-Yadav OBCs 
After the 2019LSalliance between 
SP and BSP, when Mayawati had 
walked away with 10 seats and Akhi- 
lesh was left with 5, it was evident 
that vote transfer between SP and its 
ally was a one-way street. The SP 
leadership felt cheated. Party strate- 


gists then shifted their focus to Dalit 
leaders with whom the party was al- 
ready in touch. 

Former BSP minister Ghura 
Ram, a founding member, was the 
first big dalit leader to switch loy 
ties to SP. Soon after, more joined Ak: 
hilesh. The SP did not only pick se- 
nior leaders. Regional coordinators, 
former ministers and other office- 
bearersof BSP joined the exodus. Ak: 
hilesh made it a point to ensure that 
in press meets he was accompanied 
byDalitleaders. 

He decided to rope in non-Yadav 
OBCsas well. By Oct 2021, prominent 
backward BSP leaders like sitting 
MLAs Lalji Verma and Ramachal 


in the appointment of his party’s na- 
tional executive in 2023. Of 62 mem- 
bers in the committee, around 40% 
were ‘non-Yadav" OBCs and hailed 
from electorally influential commu- 
nities like Kurmi, Rajbhar and Nish- 
ads. The list also included six mem- 
bers who were Dalits. 


The blowback 

‘As expected, the focus on Dalits 
and Non-Yadav OBCs left upper 
caste, Yadav and Muslim functionar- 
ies uncomfortable. Those eyeing 
tickets for 2024 Lok Sabha polls and 
those offered better deals by BJP 
were the first ones to snap. But that 
did not deter Akhilesh from giving 
tickets as per his PDA formula to all 
castes and communities, 

At least 14 candidates were ex- 
BSP. Infact, Akhilesh shed the image 
of the SP being an M-Y party by giv. 
ing the least number of tickets to 
Muslims and Yadavs in the party's 
history. “Of course, it was all done af- 
ter taking community leaders into 
confidence, explaining tothem howa 
large number of Muslim and Yadav 
candidates help BJP’s bid for coun- 
ter-polarisation,” said an analyst. 

For SP strategists, the final high 
light was a bunch of victories from 
unlikely quarters like Faizabad, 
which it had last won in 1998. “The 
victory of Awadesh Prasad and the 
tough fight that Sunita Verma put up 
against BJP is important as it expos- 
es BJP’s attempt to use religion for 
political gains,” said a senior SP 
functionary. Two other important 
victories for SP came from Rampur 
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Allies May Change, But Nitish 
Remains Axis Of Bihar Politics 


‘Madan Kumar & 
i ‘Manoj Chaurasia | Twn 
Patna: Politics is a game of 
possibilities, and no one 
knows this better than Bihar 
CM Nitish Kumar who has 
ditchedenoughalliesoverthe 
years. His spectacular per- 
formance in the Lok Sabha 
polls has once again ensured 
he remains the alliance’s face 
in Bihar till next year's as 
sembly polls, More so, be- 
cause former deputy CM 
Sushil Kumar Modi’s untime- 
lydeathhasleft BJP withouta 
stalwart in thestate. 

BUP can, of course, camp- 
aign using PM Modi’sname, as 
it did in Madhya Pradesh, Ra- 
jasthan and Chhattisgarh, but 
given Nitish’s considerable su: 
pport base among the Extrem- 
ely Backward Classes (EBCs) 
and women — JD(U) has won 
12of the 16 seats it was allotted 
under the seatsharing ar- 
rangement — it would not 
wanttodistancehim. 

The EBC category com- 
prising130small caste groups 
like Dhanuks, Kumhars, Ka 
hars, Noniyas, Kewats, Nais, 
Mallahs, Telis and ‘Tatmas 
makes up 36% of Bihar’s elec- 
torate, as per the recent caste 
survey. Along with this group, 
Nitish was backed by support 
from his Kurmi-Koeri (Kush: 
waha) community. Kurmis 
are 2.9% of Bihar’s electorate 
and Koeris 4.2%. The CM also 
benefitted from the Mahada- 
lit category comprising 21 


‘SABKE SAATH: 


ish's flip-flops had no impact on voters 


10% of the state’s total vote. 
Women form another pil- 
lar of support: Nitish re- 
served 50% of slots in pan- 
chayati raj institutions, urban 
local bodies and teaching jobs 
forthem, Hegave35% reserva- 
tion to women in all govt jobs 
and 33% quota to girl students 
in medical, engineering and 
sports institutions, And the 
blanket ban on liquor in Bihar 
reduced domestic violence. 
It's not surprising that he’s 
popular among the state's 
8.6crore women voters. 

Also, vote transfer between 
BJP and JD(U) has never been 
an issue, NDA comprising BJP, 
JD(U), LIP (Ram Vilas), Hin- 
dustani Awam Morcha (Sec 
Jar), Rashtriya Lok Morcha ap- 
peared to be winning as many 
‘as 32 seats in the state and one 
of the main reasons is smooth 
transfer of votes amongallie: 


aUnionministerformorethan 
six years, is known to nurse 
ambitions of holding a top na 
tional-level post: PM, prez or 
vice-prez, Last time he was in 
NDA (July 2017 to August 2022), 
he had wanted to succeed M 
Venkaiah Naiduas VP-Thelate 
Sushil Modi had revealed this 
and insiders say BJP’s denial 
of Nitish'sdemand had precip: 
itated his turn towards Maha- 
gathbandhan. Again, in Maha- 
gathbandhan, Nitish tried to 
bring the opposition together 
to oust PM Modi in 2024, hop- 
ing he would be appointed IN- 
DIA bloc’s convenor, and PM if 
the bloc sueceeded. But when 
Congressdisappointed him, he 
rushed intoNDA’sembrace, 
Given these facts, Nitish 
remains the “axis” of state 
politics. Strangely, his flip- 
flops has had no impact on 
votersthistime, JD(U)has got 


and Moradabad—seats which have 
the maximum Muslim population, 


Rajbhar were with SP. The focus on 
non-Yadav OBCs was aptly reflected 


Venerable Veterans 
Far From Done 


Delhi CM Arvind Kejriwal referred to BJP's ‘retire-at-75" 
policy for netas to wonder if PM Modi would also follow suit. 
‘Seasoned campaigners are a presence to reckon with across 


NehaShuklaztimesgroup.com 


Lucknow: A disastrous per- 
formance by Bahujan Samaj 
Party (BSP) is a sign that the 
party has lost its core Jatav 
voters, the subcaste its chief 
Mayawati belongs to. 

Her strategy to have a 
post-poll role in search of a 
“sata ki master chaabi (mas- 
ter key to power)” has been 
hitas much as her own image 
of being an influential Dalit 
leader — Jatavs, who form 


the political spectrum. Here's a look at the prominent names 
AGE 


Sabha 


Saran 


2014 REDUX: BSP failed to score any Lok Sabha seat wins 


55% of the Dalit population 
and 11% of the total popula- 
tion, had rallied behind her 
till ‘now. Chandrashekhar 
Azad, the man who has pre- 
sented himself before Dalits 
as a viable alternative, has 
won from Nagina on the ban- 
ner of his Azad Samaj Party. 
Being out of office for long 


in UP is one reason to drive Congress ticket. Knowing press 
core voters away, apart from that BSP would not make it 
BJP making inroads with its alone, MPs Sangeeta Azad, 


welfare schemes, BSP is now 
back to its position in 2014 
when it had zilch. It has not on- 
ly failed to open its account,  t} 
but its vote share has dipped 
from over 19% in 2019 to 
around 9%. Ithad won 10 seats 
in2019LS polls when itcontest- 
ed in alliance with Samajwadi 
Party and Rashtriya Lok Dal. 

This time, the campaign 
was marked by missteps. 
Firstly, the decision tocontest 


KCR, man seeking national flight, 
crashlands where it all began 


Mahesh.Koride 
@timesgroup.com 


Hyderabad: Telangana cele- 
brated 10 years of its forma- 
tion on June 2 this year, but 
K Chandrasekhar Rao (KCR) 
and his Bharat Rashtra Sa- 
mithi (BRS), which led the 
movement to carve out India’s 
youngeststate,areback where 
they were over 20 years ago. 
‘The party, in its original 
avatar as ‘TRS, was formed in 
2001 and contested itsfirst Lok 
Sabha election in 2004 win- 
ning five seats as part of the 


alone was perceived asa ‘sui- 
cidal move’. There were voic- 
es of dissent even from with- 
in, Prominent Muslim lead- 
ers like Imran Masood and 
Amroha MP Danish Ali were 
expell 
out to Rahul Gandhi. Masood 
won from Saharanpur on a 


Ritesh Pandey and Malook 
Nagar 
Mayawati stuck toherpar- 
's foundational ideology to 
distribute tickets based on 
‘Jiski Jitni Hissedari, Uski 
Utni Bhagidari’. She fielded 
20 Muslims, 18 Dalits, 16 OBCs 
and 15 Brahmins, but this in- 
cluded several 
coats. They supplanted can- 
didates who were the party's 
first choice. In all, BSP re- 


ex-BUP 
d after they reached 


quit. 


BJP turn- 


BRS, formerly TRS, fought its first LS election in 2004, winning 5 seats 


placed its candidates in 14 
seats, But it wa: 
ment of Shrikala Singh, wife 
of gangster-politician Dha- 
nanjay Singh in Jaunpur, and 
district 
Dayashanker Mishra in Basti 
which led to the perception 
that BSP was acting under 
are. “Mishra has been 
active in Basti for more than 
three decades. He could have 
done substantial damage to 
BJP," said sources. 

‘The last bit of controversy 
was around her nephew 
Akash Anand, who was mid 
way through the campaign 
divested of the national coor- 
dinator’s post and succeeded 
by Mayawati herself. This led 
tospeculation that BSP’s lead- 
ership took the step to shield 
him, havingrealised it wasnot 
winningevenasingleseat. 


the replace- 


president 


made during the assembly 
polls. But going by the results, 
people want to give more time 
to Congress,” an analyst said 
BRS had won 11 LS seats in 
2014 without allies, securing 
34% of votes. In 2019, its vote 
share rose to 41% though it 
won fewer seats (9). This was 
months after sweeping as- 
sembly polls with 88 of the 
state's 117 seats. KCR seemed 
invincible at that point. In ret- 
rospect, it was the stage from 
where his popularity graph 
began dipping. He has been 
unable to arrest the slide 


Vibhor.Mohan@timesgroup.com 


Chandigarh: The turmoil in Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP) ahead of the Lok 
Sabha election turned the contest intoa 
high-stakes personal battle for Punjab 
chief minister Bhagwant Mann — he 
was leading a campaign in the absence 
of Arvind Kejriwal and Raghav Chadha 
with his own govt's two-year perform- 
anceasakey issue. 

AAP’s victory in three of the 13seats 
in Punjab — Sangrur, Anandpur Sahib 
and Hoshiarpur — provides the party 
consolation in the light of the washout 
in Delhi and is a morale-booster to 
Mann. AAP hasreclaimed Sangrur, rep- 


UPA alliance. It won two in 
2009 in alliance with TDP. In 
2014, Telangana was formed 
and KCR became the undis- 
puted leader of the state. Not 
winningasingleseatthistime 
leaves KCR with no role at the 


Centre. “Knowing that the LS 
polls were crucial for his par- 
ty’s survival, he had em- 
barked on a bus yatra despite 
undergoing hip replacement. 
He addressed meetings on is- 


govt 


sues like irrigation water 
from Kaleshwaram project 
and the Krishna River water 
issue. The party held protests 
and demanded that Congress 
implement 


since. His “inaccessibility 
and unresolved local issues 
like state public service com- 
mission question paper leaks, 
joblessness among urban 
youth, allegations of corrup- 
tion have dented his image. 


resented twice by the chief minister 
himself in the past. Overall perform- 
ance must be gauged vis-a-vis numbers 
notched up by rival parties as well as 
AAP’s tally in Delhi. Mann would want 
to assess the performance of four cabi- 
net colleagues who lost and why the par- 


promises 


castes that he helped create. 
Mahadalits account for some 


Jainarain.Pandey 
@timesgroup.com 


Patna: There was much at 
stake for the family 
chief Lalu Prasad in the Lok 
elections. 
daughters 
Rohini Acharya 
testing from Patliputra and 
respectively, 
younger son and political 
heir Tejashwi Prasad Yadav 
was leading the combined 
Opposition for the first time 
inageneralelection. 

After drawing a blank in 
the2019LS polls, RuDhasman- 
aged to claw back 1 
by winning 4 of the 2 
fought, including Patliputra 
where Misa contested. Tejash- 
wi has now set the tone for the 
assembly elections due next 
year: the verdict makesit clear 
that he will be the opposition’s 
face for Bihar CM against Nit 
ish Kumar ora BJP candidate. 
Inall, theRJDmemberandhis 
allies (Congress and CPI-ML) 
have won of the total 40 seats. 

‘Tejashwi has already had 
his share of ups and downs. 
Afterthe2015state polls which 
RID contested with JD(U), he 
became deputy CM. By stick 
ing to an agenda of jobs, em- 
ployment, education, and he- 
alth, the 34-year-old Tejashwi 
generated a following among 
the youth. He largely succeed- 


Out of Kejriwal 


of RJD 


His two 
‘Misa Bhartiand 
were con 


while 


ground 


Nitish, who has been Bihar 
CM for more than 17 years and 


an opportunity to emerge from the shadow of his father Lalu Prasad 


18,50% votes in Bihar, only 2% 
less than BUP's 20.53%. 


road to 2025 assembly polls 


an, Pa 


: Nitish's about-turns have given Tejashwi 


seats it 


deputy CMof Bihar. 


when he said that 


LAST MAN STANDING 


ty’s92MLAsin the 117-memberstateleg- 
islature failed to get more leads for AAP 
in their assembly segments. 

Stepping out of Kejriwal's shadow 
and witha free hand toshapestrategy, he 
wasmorethanastar campaigner. 
tainty over Kejriwal and Chadha's invol- 


ed in conveying the message 
that it was he who facilitated 
“5 lakh jobs in 17 months” as 


‘Tejashwi did not resort to 
personal attacks on Nitish 
when he lost his job after the 
JD(U) veteran parted ways 
with RJD in Jan this year: In- 
stead, by refusing to needle 
Nitish, Tejashwi kept observ- 
ers guessing. He provoked sp: 
eculation about Nitish’s plans 


would take a big decision after 
the June4 poll results. Itforced 
Nitish to make it clear in his 
public meetings that he would 
never part ways with BUP. 
Nitish’s aboutturns have 
given Tejashwian opportunity 


to emerge from the shadow of 
his father and RUD chief Lalu 
Prasad. He has established 
himself not only as the face of 
hisparty butalso of theopposi. 
tion bloc. Theelections haveal- 
so proved Tejashwi's willing- 
ness to experiment by fielding 
candidates of castes other 
than those that traditionally 
dominate in a particular seat. 
He picked a Dalit candidate in 
a constituency meant for the 
general category. And he field- 
ed Kushwaha candidates 
who belong to Nitish’s caste 
todent the NDA vote bank. His 
ability to look beyond Lalu’s 
MY (Muslim-Yaday) formula- 
tion isexpected to yield rich di: 
vidends in the longrun, 


jacha”” 


shadow, lone ranger 
Mann brings AAP consolation prize 


vement in Punjab affairs and multi-cor 
nered contests against Congress, SAD 
and BJP made his role crucial. Unlike 
the Punjab Congress unit, where no sin- 
gle leader hogged the limelight, AP's 
campaign revolved around the CM. 

Though results fall far short of any 
intended target, the score would give 
AAP visibility in Parliament and na- 
tional presence amid the troubles that 
beset its leadership in Delhi. Kejriwal 
had put Mann in the spotlight with the 
slogan ‘Sansad mein bhi Bhagwant 
Mann...’ (Mann in Parliament too), 
seeking votes to “strengthen” the chief 
minister's position totake onthe Centre 
andthe governor, 

Satish Singh, a political analyst and 
former -PAC member, said, “Mann was 
the commander-in-chief of AP's cam- 
paign in Punjab. Had he faltered, there 
could have been murmurs of dissent. It 
was Mann's show and he had toensurea 
decent performance,” 
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‘The Naveen Patnaik- 
led party faced a 
strong push from BIP 
following the failure 
of alliance talks and 
hurtied to its lowest- 
ever LS tally this time 
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‘Go Ekla’ Splits Votes In Her Favour. 


Saibal.Sen@timesgroup.com 


1 Dec 1984; A young green- 
horn Congress worker from 
Kalighat—wearingasariand 
hawai chappals — has just 
done the unbelievable, defeat- 
ing CPM veteran Somnath 
Chatterjee from Jadavpur the 
reddest of red citadels. Ma- 
mata Banerjee herself seems 
surprised and pundits attri- 
bute her victory tothesympa- 
thy wave that Congress bene- 
fited from after Indira Gand- 
hi’sassassination 

1 May 2024: Mamata Baner- 
Jee is canvassing for votes at 
Jadavpur’s Baro Bhooter 
Math (translated as the 
“ground belonging to a dozen 
ghosts”). She can work up the 
crowd to her will and asks for 
this seat once more so that she 
can help INDIA bloc in Lok 
Sabha, never mind that the al- 
liance isnoton in Bengal 


na political career of five 
decades, Banerjee has 
proved her critics wrong 


multiple times. After a bruis- 


Regional Stars 


‘TMC's tally gives Mamata Banerjee more elbow room in INDIA bloc 


1999 2004 2009 2014 2019 


ing, months-long campaign, 
with her party winning 29 
seats in Bengal — its second- 
best Lok Sabha performance 
after 2014 when it won 34 
she has had the last laugh 
again. The tally has gone up 
substantially from 22 in 2019. 
Leading the party with 108 
public rallies and multiple 
road shows, one of which saw 
her walk 12km at a stretch on 
her south Kolkata home turf, 
Banerjee, 69, crisscrossed 


from Coochbehar in the 
northernmost extreme to 
South 24 Parganas, where 
Bengal meets the Bay of Ben- 
gal, She went to Nandigram, 
where she lost in 2021 (a legal 
battle is still on over BJP’s al- 
leged electoral malpractices 
AndSandeshkhali, where her 
partymen have been accused 
of rape and land-grab, before 
sting videos threw up a coun- 
ternarrative of allegations 
being “BJP-engineered” 


Rising Graph 


1999 2008 2009 2014 2019 


This journey, where PM 
Modi’s campaign has tried to 
shift the burden of anti-in- 
cumbency to the state govt, 
was to reach the hearts of 
Bengal’s women (through 
schemeslikeLakshmir Bhan- 
dar) and its minorities (with 
about a quarter of the state's 
votes), even trying to estab- 
lish Trinamool as a nativist 
party of the Bengali-Hindu 
majority through references 
to Durga Puja (now a Unesco- 
recognised “intangible cul- 
tural heritage”) and the lega- 
cy of Swami Vivekananda 

Questioned for her deci- 
sion to go solo, which had the 
potential to split traditional 
minority votes, Banerjee has 
been proven right — the com- 
munity stood rock solid be- 
hind her. By splitting the Ben. 
gal battle into a three-way 
contest, Trinamool’s gains 
outweigh its losses, In the 
close contests which went its 
Congress-Left vote 
shares were higher than Tri- 
namool's victory margins, in- 
dicating a split in anti-Trina- 


Congress and BJP have shared the mantle of the largest party in Lok Sabha since the first elections in 1951-52 with the 
only exception coming in 1977, when opposition parties had fought under the Bharatiya Lok Dal banner. The more visible 
change can be seen in the space that regional parties have wrested in Parliament, consistently proving to be the second 
largest bloc in the last few decades. It's a rise amply aided by the rut that Congress's found itself in amid BJP's onslaught 
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In 1967, strong showing by 
right-wing outfits — like 
Swatantra Party and Jana 
Sangh — put the spotlight on 


Anurag.Bende@timesgroup.com 


Pune: Sharad Pawar’s chal- 
Jengers will have to wait. The 
83-yearold, who was ridi- 
culedasa'bhatakti aatma’ by 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi during the campaign, 
has just licked them again i 
the toughest match of his ¢ 
reer: Going into the 2024 Lok 
Sabha polls, Pawar was fight- 
ing with one hand tied. His 
nephew Ajit had engineered 
a split in NCP, and walked 
away with the party's name, 
symbol and leading lights. 
With Ajit joining the BuP-ted 
Mahayuti grouping, each 
seat had become contest be- 
tween Pawar’s candidates 
and Prime Minister Modi. 
Despite the headwinds, 
Pawar’s NCP(SP)issettowin 
Bof the 10 Lok Sabha seats it 
contested as part of the MVA 
alliance with Congress and 
Shiv Sena (UBT). This will be 
Pawar’s best strike rate in an 
LS poll. His NCP’s wins span 
the Mumbai region (Bhiwan- 
di, westernand central Mah- 
arashtra (Baramati, Madha 
and — Shirur), Vidarbha 
(Wardha) and north Maha- 
rashtra(Dindoriand Ahmed- 
nagar). Pawar has managed 
to make inroads in regions 
where NCP’s support base 
was considered relatively 
weaker: Incomparison, theri- 
val NOP led by Ajit Pawar has 
wona loneseat in Raigad. 


1967 


J 


smaller players for the first time 


“‘Bhatakti Aatma’ stages a comeback, — 
shows his nephew who's the real NCP | 
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A sweeping anti-Congress 
coalition in 1977 brought 
together several smaller regional 
outfits that managed to control 
Lok Sabha for a brief period 


1984 1989 1991 1996 


PAWAR SHIFT: This will be his best strike rate in an LS poll 


‘As a key member of IN- 
DIA bloc, the former Union 
minister and four-time chief 
minister was fighting the 
election simultaneously on 
different fronts, including in 
his backyard Baramati, 
where Ajit had challenged 
hissupremacy byfieldinghis 
wife Sunetra against Pawar’s 
daughter Supriya Sule. 

Many felt that the ageing 
Pawar would largely confine 
himself to Baramati and 
western Maharashtra to 
counter Ajit’s. | imme- 
diate challenge, but he sur- 


prised them witha busy tour. 
He attended over 50 rallies in 
over-t0degrees heat and 
pegged away at rebuilding 
the organisation that Ajit 
hadsplit. 

With veterans like Chha- 
gan Bhujbal and Dilip Walse 
Patil choosing to go with his 
nephew, Pawar didn’t have 
easy picks either for the 10 
seats his party contested. But 
he made up by poaching can- 
didates from the rival NCP 
and BJP. 

Pawar's close associates 
say he enjoys nothing more 


1998 1999 2004 


thana tough challenge. What 
worked most for him was the 
sympathy generated by the 
it. Both Pawar and Uddhav 
‘Thackeray —MVA allies who 
were “ essed’ of party 
names and symbols — rode a 
wave this time even as their 
campaign focused on issues 
such as the rural economy 
and the jobs crisis, which res- 
onated with voters. 

Following NCP’s split, 
some seniors like Jayant Patil 
and Vandana Chavan in the 
organisation had stayed put 
with Pawar while most of the 
younger lot had gone with 
Ajit. For organizational heft, 
Pawar delegated charge to 
younger leaders, including 
grandnephew Rohit, who 
campaignedamongfirst-time 
voters. Another grandneph: 
ew, Yugendra, held fort for Su- 
priya in Baramati. These tac- 
tics paid off. Though a chal- 
lenge came from within the 
family, Sharad Pawar man- 
aged to unite the rest of his 
clan behind him. 

‘The 2024 Lok Sabha elec- 
tion was in some ways a re- 
peat of the2019assembly polls 
when many leaders left NCP 
and the Opposition declared 
the Sharad Pawar era as over. 
But Pawar’s party won more 
than 50 seats. He also man- 
aged to split the BJP-Shiv Se 
na alliance to forge the MVA 
with Congress and Sena, 
which led the govt until 2022. 


2009 


vas, sided 


mool votes. Difference in vote 
share in 2024 between Trina- 
mool and BJP has widened to 
10%. 

With a final tally of 29 = 
seats — third highest among 
opposition parties in India 
(after Congress and SP) — it 
gains more elbow room in IN- 
DIA bloc. That Left-Congress 
barely scraped through with 
one seat in Bengal also vindi- 
catesapre-poll offer by Baner- 
jee for 23 seats. The results 
may settle the unease in the 
Congress-Trinamool rela. 
tionship. Banerjee has al- 
ready said she disapproves of 
the way CPM “monitors” 
Congress in INDIA bloc. 

Finally, the Trinamool 
win sets up a lot of expecta- 
tions. Most importantly, Ba- 
nerjee has promised to ease 
the central fund flow into 
MGNREGA in Bengal. Her'so- 
cial schemes have been a de- 
fining factor. A weakened BJP 
at the Centre, and a stronger 
INDIA bloc, allows her to go 
beyond the anti-Centre pitch 
and get work done. 


— 


‘S Largest Party 
~ Second Largest 
MOthers 


20142019 2024 


Led by SP, regional parties that were part of INDIA bloc cornered 
a fair chunk of seats. But the likes of BSP, BJD and YSRCP, which 
did not join any alliance, failed roundly as the 2024 results put 
the spotlight on the growing bipolarity of indian politics 
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Uncertain road 


ahead for Ajit’s - 


: win more seats. We have cer: 


NCP after lone 
LS poll victory 
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} Pune:This was the firstelecto- 
? ral test for the two NCPs. But 
2 even with Supreme Court up- 
: holding the Election Commis: 


sion’s recognition of his group 
asthe real NCP, Ajit Pawar has 
been unable to make it count in 
Lok Sabha polls. 


His noholdsbarred cam- 
} paign against cousin Supriya 


Sule has failed. 


His wife Sune: 


tra Pawar lost 
to Sule by 
roughly 3 
votes. In fact, 
the other LS 
seat where the two NCPs were 
pitted against each other (Shi- 


Tur) was also won by the Sha 
rad Pawarled party With just 
oneLSseat Raigad) inhiskitty, 
i many of Ajit Pawar’s MLAs 
} mightreadtheverdictasasign 


: of thingstocome. 


LS polls will reduce his bar- 
gaining power when he nego- 
tiates with BJP’s Devendra 
Fadnavis and Shiv Sena’s Ek- 
nath Shinde for seat-sharing. 


£ On the personal front, the LS 
: polls have isolated Ajit in the 
: Pawar clan. During the cam- 


paign, most family members, 
including his brother Shrini- 
‘ith Sharad Pawar. 
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Based on leads/results till 11.30 pm, 


BJP Goes All Out In TN But 
No Cracks In Stalin’s Citadel 


Teaw TO! 


eading INDIA bloc’s cam- 
paign in Tamil Nadu, 
4DMK president and chief 
minister M K Stalin played 
two roles: one, as the last senti- 
nel against a saffron surge in 
the South; two, as a victim of 
the Centre’s partisanship in 
funding states. He has 
emerged victorious, his alli- 
ance winningall the40seats in 
‘Tamil Naduand Puducherry. 

Keeping his coalition flock 

Congress, CPM, CPI, VCK 
and IUML — together, Stalin 
has retained national promi: 
nence. The DMK_ president 
may not have prime ministe- 
rial ambitions but his stature 
as an entrenched regional sat. 
rap gives him a centrality like 
his father M Karunanidhi en- 
joyed for decades, The Lok Sab- 
ha victory may even be seen as 
vindication after bruising cor- 
ruption charges against at 
leasttwo of his ministers. 

A post-Covid outreach in 
healthcare and education 
along with proactive adminis- 
trative measures by his govt 
has held anti-incumbency in 
check. Going forward, afriend- 
lyrelationship with the Centre 
would help Stalin, especially 
since his state faces financial 
challenges. Butthe DMK pre 
dent cannot cosy up to Modi 
when the next assembly elec: 
tion in Tamil Nadu is less than 
twoyearsaway Afterall, it was 
his strident anti-BJP’ stand 


Uddhav proves he’s more 


‘SAFETY BELT ON: If DMK rivals join hands, 2026 could be harder than 2021 


_—~« J) 


that gavehima decisivelead in 
a triangular contest. Even af- 
ter AIADMK, which he had 
dubbed ‘BUP’s B team’, quit 
NDA in Sept 2023, DMK kept 
criticisingitfora “secret pact” 
with BJP Stalin's message was 
clear: Iam the supreme Dravi- 
dian commander against Hin- 
dutva, That was his USP. 

DMK benefited from 
vided opposition. If its rivals 
(PMK included) choose to join 
26 could be harder 
when DMK won 133, 
of 234 assembly seats. The TN 
chief minister has his work 
cut out, especially with BJP 
gaining in vote share. BJP 
state president K Annam 
asable toset anarrative that 
the battle —in terms of optics 
and decibel levels — was be- 
tween DMK and BJP. The Sta- 


lin-Annamalai war of words 
was so shrill that AIADMK 
general secretary Edappadi K 
Palaniswami’s criticism of 
Stalin —and at times BJP 
was barely audible. 

While he is DMK's undis- 
puted leader at 71, Stalin will 
have to pass on the mantle 
sooner than later; The expect- 
ed elevation of his son Ud- 
hayanidhi as deputy CM may 
give more ammo to Stalin's 
detractors, but as long 
DMK functionaries accept 
the rising son’s ascent with 
out a murmur, dynasty pol 
tics may not harm the party's 
electoral prospects. BJP, 
ing slowly as it is, may not be 
an immediate threat, but ac- 
tor Vijay'selectoralentry asa 
disruptor in 2026 can triggs 
unexpected churns 


than just his father’s son 


Chaitanya.Marpakwar 


@timesgroup.com 


Mumbai: With his Shiv Sena 
(UBT) winning 9of the21 Mah- 
arashtra Lok Sabha seats it 
contested as part of the Maha 
Vikas Aghadi (MVA) alliance, 
the results are a mixed bag for 
Uddhav Thackeray, who has 
lost the official party name 
andsymboltotherival Eknath 
Shinde-led formation. 
‘Thackeray had built a nar- 
rative of betrayal around the 
‘mashaal or flaming torch (his 
symbol), ever since Shinde 
mobilised a majority of Sena 
MPs and MLAs to ally with 
BJP two yearsago. Sena(UBT) 
has won two seats more than 
theShinde-led party andseven 
of 13 in which it was pitted 
against the latter: In Mumbai, 
where the party was founded, 
Sena (UBT) won three of the 
four seats it contested. But it 


} has lost in Konkan, which was 


another of its strongholds, 
“Thad expected we would 


tain suspicions...in Mumbai 
North West, we will challenge 


the election of Ravindra Wai- 
kar. We have lost the seat in 
} Konkan, this isa surprise but 


we will see why this hap- 


pened,” Uddhav said. 


‘The results mean redemp- 
tion for Thackeray, who recast 
a party founded on hardline 


} Hindutva ideals to make com- 
} mon cause with Congress and 


NCP. Shinde’s charge that the 


WAY FORWARD: Sena (UBT) won 7 of 13 direct fights with Shinde Sena 


™ 


‘Thackerays reneged on party 
founder Balasaheb’s core val- 
ues haven't stuck. The out- 
come is also significant be- 
cause Sena (UBT) held on de- 
spite snapping ties with BJP, 
which was seen as the dom- 
inant partner in Lok Sabha 
campaigns. Thackeray is now 
in.a position to be the opposi- 
tion’s CM face for the Maha- 
rashtra assembly polls in Oct. 

“Sena’s core Marathi vot- 
ers have stayed with Thacke- 
ray and hehas managed toadd 
Muslim and Dalit voters, This 
makes him the most accept- 
able face for assembly polls,” 
said an observer: The LS re- 
sults also show vote transfer 
can take place among MVA al- 
lies, With the state showing 


strong anti-incumbency amid 
a farm crisis and anxiety 
about jobs and price rise, 
Thacl i 
mode for the assembly poll 
Sena (UBT) functionaries 
also expect many workers and 
mid-level office bearers from 
the Shinde group to return, 
While Thackeray has said that 
his doors are shut for defector 
MLAs and MPs, he may take 
back mid-level functionaries 
and grassroots workers, “Udd- 
hav may go on an overdrive 
to woo former corporatorsand 
shakha-level workers even if 
MLAs and MPs aren't taken 
back,” said an observer. Come 
Oct, Sena (UBT) would al 
eye a big chunk of assembly 
seats within MVA. 


Rebel Shinde holds ground | 
despite ‘sympathy wave’ 


Priyanka.Kakodkar 
@timesgroup.com 


Mumbai: Maharashtra’s am- 
bitious and streetsmart CM 
Eknath Shinde had shown 
time and again that he could 
not be written off. After being 
suppressed and passed over by 
‘Thackeray, Shinde 
struck back by splitting Shiv 
Sena and taking it over. On al- 
lying with BJP to form the 
govt, he managed to wrest the 
top post, leaving a stunned De- 
vendra Fadnavis to settle as 
his deputy. Hisdirect proximi- 
tytothe BJP brass in Delhi led 
toa sweet deal for the LS polls: 
15 seats compared with four 
for BJP’sother ally, NCP. 

The verdict will bring vin- 
dication and relief, Having 
won 7seats, Shinde'sparty has 


abetterstrikeratethan BJP in 
Maharashtra(which won 10of 
the 28 seats it contested). The 
verdict may well mean he con- 
tinues to hold his bargaining 
position and can lead the Ma- 
hayuti alliance ahead of state 
assembly polls due in Oct. 
While the result has not 
shown that he 
isaclaimantto 
thereinsof the 
“real Shiv Se- 
na”, itmay not 
exactly cause 
an exodus 
from Shinde's party towards 
theresurgent Shiv Sena(UBT) 
ahead of assembly polls. Inthe 
13 direct contests with Sena 
(UBT), Shinde's party fared 
better inatleastfive—Buldha- 
na, Hatkanangale, Kalyan, 
Maval, and Mumbai North 


West, Thackeray’s bruising 
campaign, pitching “loyal- 
ists” against “traitors”, did 


kant Shinde won by over 2 
lakh votes, while in Thane his 
nominee Naresh Mhaske was 
leading by over2 lakh votes. 

“Shrikant Shinde won 
with a record margin. People 
have voted for the develop- 
ment work done by PM Modi 
in10 years and our Maha yuti 
govt. Many seats were lost bya 
very thin margin and may be 
because the candidates were 
declared late. We will rethink 
these issues and rectify our 
mistakes,” Shinde said. 

For Shinde, having outper- 
formed Ajit Pawar’s NCP, he 
has now shown his party is 
BUP’smorevaluableally. 
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Again, Delhi Goes 


NEW DELHI 


After the assassination of 
Indira Gandhi, Congress 
swept the polls, riding on 


DANCE of DEMOCRACY | HOME GROUND 


The BJP-led NDA govt's campaign in 2004 was based on its ‘India Shining’ 
slogan, but failed to resonate with the electorate. The lone BJP winner in 
a flood of Congress blue was Vijay Kumar Malhotra, who had defeated 
Manmohan Singh in 1999 in the same constituency 


VERDICT2024 


classification. The trend suggests 


To Biggest Party 


Chowk to the movers and shakers of 
Lutyens’ Delhi its electorate defies 


‘a huge sympathy wave 


but the Vajpayee 
govt lasted all of 
13 months. In 1999, 


BJP was again the largest party in Lok Sabha 
Since 1998, the capital has unfailingly After coalition govts co though it fll short of majority on its own. 
reflected the mood of the country. failed at the Centre, | Repeating its preference of 2014 and 2019, 
From farmers on the Yamuna the electorate gave ora Delhi again stayed solidly behind the party 
floodplain and traders in Chandni BIP a chance in 1998, 


After two terms of UPA, Delhi voted for change and, 
sure enough, its overwhelming backing for BJP. 


that whoever does well in Dell 
‘on to form govt at the Centre 


Delhi backed BJP 
all the way 


hi goes 


Bansuri gets poll tune right 


ne of the most fascinating 

faceoffs in the capital saw 
AAP’s three-time MLA Somnath 
Bharti lock horns with BIP's 
debutante Bansuri Swaraj, 
daughter of former Union 
minister, the late 
Sushma Swaraj. 
ina constituency that has 
returned political stalwarts like 
‘tal Bihari Vajpayee and LK 
‘Advani, Swaraj secured a win 
with a margin of 78,370 votes. 
During the initial rounds, the 
two candidates were engaged 
ina close battle, with Bansuri 
maintaining a lead of around 
3,000 votes. The margin 
Continued to widen with time. 
Interestingly, this was one of 
the few seats where a 
three-way contest was 
anticipated with BSP steering 
clear of INDIA bloc. BSP’s 
candidate Raaj Kumar Anand, 
who dramatically resigned in 
April from AAP and as minister, 
could muster just 5,629 votes. 
Close to 5,000 NOTA votes were 
recorded, The constituency 
‘once again threw up a woman 


ELECTORS - TURNOUT ‘Ambika.Pandit@timesgroup.com of significance in the INDIA 

15.3L 554% alliance. The party’s bargai- 

. New Delhi: It is indeed ironi- ning power in INDIA alliance 

wl5% cal that when the INDIA bloc will be considerably weake- [>< 
5: From 2019 has given a tough fight to ned withmorepowerfulregi > 
Votes 44.2% NDA, Arvind Kejriwal —  nalsatrapscallingtheshots. 

with govt in two states —and It can, however, take s 

hispartyhavesufferedahuge ce from the fact that with 

setback. Infact,thepolloutco- NDA‘ tally reduced, and BJP 

meshowsallossof credibility doing introspection, its ma- 

for brand Kejriwal. The AAP __ scot can expect some respite 

23%othes | campaign pitch virtually cal- from central agencies. Howe- 

Party Votes | led for a referendum on the _ ver,if Kejriwalinsistsoncon- 

Delhi chief minister's arrest _ tinuingasCM whileinjail, he 

BIP 453,185 in the liquor policy case, por- has tocontend with the possi. 

Bansuri Swaraj si traying itas vendetta politics _ bility of Central rule being 

un | by BUP.Thisveryneatlydove- imposed and assembly polls 

Oe) 1 tailed withitscriticismof LG _ being called for earlier than 

Somnath Bharti 4815 | VKSaxenaforbeingtheCent- Feb next year when the AAP 
re'smaliciousagent. govt completes five years. 

es __|_2os What did AAP gain after —-Thesloganof “jailkajawab 

victor, with Swaraj succeeding | 21daysof campaigning by its votese” didn’t yield a mandate 

‘outgoing BJP MP Meenakshi chief, whowasouton interim — fortheparty. Thepoll resultsal- 

Lekhi. Swaraj, a lawyer by bail? It had an alliance with _ so show that Kejriwal’s ‘Delhi 


profession, entered active 
politics as co-convener of Delhi 
BUP's legal cell last year and 
quickly rose to the position of 
secretary in the state unit. 


Bidhuri has rival on the mat 


‘nan intense contest between 

two Guljar MLAs, BIP's 
Ramvir Singh Bidhuri, the 
incumbent MLA from Badarpur 
and leader of opposition, 
secured a resounding victory 
with 6,92,832 votes. AP's Sahi 
Ram, a two-term MLA from 
Tughlaqabad, managed 5,68,499 
votes, South Delhi 
parliamentary constituency, 
contrary to common belief, 
consists of not only affluent 
areas but also urban villages, 
unauthorised settlements, 
slums, luxurious farmhouses, 
resettlement colonies and a 
rural region close to Haryana 
border. Both contenders hail 
from rural parts of the 
constituency, which 
encompasses 10 assembly 
constituencies. Sahi Ram held a 
lead of over 1,200 votes during 
the early trends. However, after 
9am, Bidhuri overtook him, 
establishing a margin of 1,299 
votes. As time passed, the gap 
widened significantly. By 
1.30am, Bidhuri had surged 
ahead by more than 21,220 
votes. Around 1pm, with the 
lead exceeding 66,000 votes, 
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dovetailed with the party forming govt at the Centre 
in 2014. The capital stayed with the party in 2019 and 
Modi remained PM for a second straight term 


AAPeal diminished, Kejriwal’s troubles mount 


Congress in Delhi and they 
drew a blank on all 7 seats. 
‘The Punjab story is even mo- 
re dire. It has 
of 13seatsinthestate where it 
is the ruling party. And it has 
failed to winany seat in Guja- 
. Assam and Haryana. 

‘This puts a question mark 
onAAP’srelevanceasaplayer 


model of development’ and its 
projection in Punjab, where it 
had swept theassembly polls in 
2022, didnot impress the electo- 
rate enough to choose AAP 
over BJPand Congress. 

‘AAP had joined politics 
promising an “alternative” to 
traditional parties like BJP 
and Congress, calling them 


TASK CUT OUT: For chief minister Arvind Kejriwal, the bigge 


st challenge now is to keep AAP relevant 


Fe oto 


corrupt. When it struck an al- 
liance with Congress, it did 
not sit well with voters who 
saw itasan opportunistic mo- 
ve. The argument that AAP 
had joined INDIA in order to 
defeat a dictatorial dispensa- 


tion at the Centre seems to ha- 
vebeen lost on the electorate, 
‘The party, which had se- 
cured an impressive victory 
in Punjab assembly polls in 
2022, getting catapulted into 
the limelight as a party that 


could be a national player of 
significance, failed to per. 
forminthestate winningjust 
vats ~ Sangrur, Anandpur 
Sahib and Hoshiarpur: Cong- 
ress got 7 out of 13, Signifi- 
cantly, both AAP and Cong. 


ress had agreed nottofight in 
an alliance in the face of re- 
sistance from state units who 
felt going separately would 
work better. That clearly wor- 
ked for Congress, leaving 
AAPhighand dry 

Aspartof the INDIA allian- 
ce, AAPand Congress werealso 
in the poll fray jointly in Guja. 
rat. AAP contested in two cons 
tituencies~Bharuch and Bhav- 
nagar —with the former being 
the hometurf of later Congress 
stalwart Ahmed Patel. Cong- 
ress has won one out of the 24 
seats it contested. BUP bagged 
2outof 26. AAP drewablank, 

Besides, AAP also lost Ku- 
rukshetra to BJP while Cong- 
ress, Which fought on 9 seats 
in Haryana, won5, Kejriwal’s 
party was also defeated in 
twoconstituencies in Assam. 

With Kejriwal seen as the 
face of AAP in Delhi and be. 
yond, with no other person to 
takeoverreinsof thepartyand 
govt in sight yet, the way for- 
ward forhisparty will bedeter- 
mined by how longhe remains 
in jail and how far he is able to 
runtheshowfrominsidewhile 
keeping his flock together, 
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Upstart upstages old hand 


in his first Lok Sabha battle, 

Praveen Khandelwal emerged 
victorious for BUP, vanquishing 
his veteran Congress rival Jai 
Prakash Agarwal. A close 
contest had been expected but 
Khandelwal eventually secured 
the seat with a margin of 89,325 
‘votes, despite a 2-lakh-strong 
Muslim electorate largely 
supporting the Congress after 
its alliance with AAP. 
The ding-dong battle saw 
Khandelwal leading by just a 
single vote in the second round. 
Congress, in the first three 
rounds, secured 26,965, 53,284 
and 75,958 votes against 24,260, 
49,476, and 74,915 for BJP. The 
tide turned in the fourth round 
when Khandelwal surged 
ahead, garnering 1,02,430 votes 
against 93,523 for Agarwal. 
After 15 rounds of counting 
around 2.30pm, Khandelwal 
had managed an efficient lead. 
‘The BIP candidate expressed 
satisfaction at the results. 
“Being a trader, my priority is 
‘to work for improvement of 


scoringa hat-trick by comfort 


the result was a foregone ably winning inall seven pari mi 
conclusion. While Sahi Ram felt ntary constituencies de- Hn 
that BUP gained from astrongly | spitea joint challenge by Aam 
performance in Palam, Aadmi Party and Congress. 7Seats 
Bijwasan and Chhatarpur The saffron party’s winning INDIA 
assembly constituencies, margins might have got redu- 0 
supporters of saffron parties ced but it established its might Seats 
conceded that AAPmayhave | quitecomprehensively. aap 
done well in Sangam Vihar and ‘Theparty secured54.4% of 
Tughlaqabad. the total votes polled, down by 
2.3% from its 2019 vote share oat 
while AAP and Congress to- 
gether polled 43.1%. AAP got lee 
24.2% of votesinthefourcons- 2014 2015 2019 2020 BUP won 
tituencies where it fielded its (Assembly) (assembly) all? 
PR zicates_wite Conzress 
polled 18.9% in the three cons- candidates, where former BJP afew anxious moments _Political_ scientist Manoj 


ELECTORS © TURNOUT tituencies where itfacedBJP. North Delhi Municipal Cor- initially wasChandniChowk Sinha said the credentials of 
16.5L 586% AAP and Congres poration (pre-merger) mayor where Congress’ Jai Prakash AAP had become suspect in 
. . managed to stitch a pre+ Yogendra Chandoliya defea- Agarwal,aveteranof several the run-up to the elections. 
vw 4.2% alliance in Delhi to prevent tedCongress'UditRajbyover _ elections, was pitted against. “AAP was born out of a move- 
53.5% 5 oma divisionof anti-BJPvotesbut 2.9 lakh votes. The 2019 elec. BJP’s Praveen Khandelwal. ment against corruption. It 
Votes 44.2% the challenge fizzled out. tion had also seen BJP sco- Agarwal maintained a nar- had attacked Congress, accu- 
BJPhadwipedouttheanti- ring its biggest victory from row lead in the first few ro- _singitof corruptionandrepla 
incumbency factor by repla- _ thesameconstituen unds but lost to Khandelwal ced it in the capital,” said Sin 
cing six of its seven sitting In West Delhi, BJP’s Ka- by over 89,325 votes. 

MPs with new candidates and maljeet Sehrawat defeated © AAPandCongresshadso- _ partyexposed it tocriticism. 
it seemed to have worked. Its her nearest rival, AAP’s Ma- _ught votes to “save ‘The Congress cadres were 
z}wowers | decision toretain ManojTiwa- habal Mishra, byamarginof tion and democra reluctantalliesof AAPand the 
Party Votes | TiinNorthEastDelhipaidoff. 2 lakh votes. A former Cong- sed unemployment and infla-_ party's choice of candidates 
He won his third consecutive P, Mishra had lost the _ tionasmajorpollissues.AAP and campaigning had got dela- 
BJP 5.16496 | election by defeating Cong- last two Lok Sabha elections had even turned theelection _yed. Fielding of “outsiders” 
Praveen Khandelwal] ress’ Kanhaiya Kumar;former from West Delhi before joi- into a referendum on the ar- like Udit Raj and Kanhaiya al- 
———I student union president of ning AAPin2022. rest of party chief and Delhi soledtoresentment within the 
Cong owow SINUby over 1.4lakh votes BYP’ leader of the opposi-_ CM Arvind Kejriwal. party. Rahul Gandhi held three 
JP Agarwal 4zt an Makingherelectoraldebut, _ tion in Delhi assembly, Ram: Unlike states like UP and rallies in Delhi, one in each 
Others 22.435 | BuPstalwart Sushma Swaraj’s vir Singh Bidhuri, defeated Bihar where youths were un- constituency where the party 
daughter, Bansuri, defeated AAP'sSahiRaminSouthDel- happy about not getting govt _ was contesting, but not many 


markets, promotion of startups 
and striving to simplify GST," 
Khandelwal said, Agarwal, a 
10-time parliamentary polis 
combatant, accepted the 


AAP’s three-time MLA Som- 
nath Bharti in New Delhi by a 
margin of about 78,370 votes. 
‘The party’s biggest victo- 
ry, however, came from North 


hi by over 1.2 lakh votes. In 
East Delhi, BJP’s Harsh Deep 
Malhotra defeated AAP's 
Kuldeep Kumar by a margin 
of over9 33 votes. 


jobs, it was not an issue in Del- 
hi,” explained Ravi Ranjan, a 
professor of political sciencein 
Delhi University. “Being a met- 
ropolitan city, the issues for the 


senior party functionaries tur- 
ned up for campaigning. 

Both Congress and AAP 
candidates relied heavily on 
Kejriwal, who held a few ro- 


Vibha.Sharma 
@timesgroup.com 


New Delhi: The Delhi as- 
sembly elections, about 
eight months from now, will 
show if the Lok Sabha re- 
sults have any bearing on 
the outcome. 

Despite defeats in the 2014 
and 2019 Lok Sabha polls, 
AAP managed to secure an 
overwhelming majority in 
the last two assembly elec- 
tions. In 2015, the party bag- 
ged 67 of the 70 seats, In the 
2020 elections, it emerged vie 
torious in 62constituenci 

Although BJP has clai- 
medallseven parliamentary 
seats, the outlook for it inthe 
sembly elections will de- 
pend on various factors. 

Political analyst Chand- 
rachud Singh says, "LokSab- 
ha and assembly elections 
are like pots on two different 
planks" and Delhi has pre- 
viously witnessed voters 
making different choices. 
However, Singh pointed out 
that BUP's current Lok Sab- 
ha victory has boosted the 
moraleof its Delhi cadre. “If 
the party works diligently 
on core issues concerning 
the people of Delhi, their 
prospect of getting seats in 
the assembly elections will 
definitely inere: id 

Saroj Giri, an associate 
professor in Delhi Universi- 
ty offered a contrasting per- 
spective. Hesaid that despite 
the BUP’sclean sweep of Del- 
hi’s Lok Sabha seats, its vo- 
ting percentage has decli- 
ned, Healso highlighted that 
BJP's overall performance 
across the country was not 
entirely satisfactory 

Giri emphasised that the 
AAP govt has successfully 
delivered on its promises, 


Why assembly 
polls may still be 
anybody's game 


such as free water, electrici- 
ty, bus service and bett 
education for women, "Poo 
lower and upper- 
mida an ma: 
ke tinction in the- 
ir choices when it comes to 
assembly polls,” he said, 

This can be proved by the 
fact that in the 2019 Lok Sabl 
poll, BUP was ahead in 65 a 
sembly segmentsbut when the 
assembly elections took place 
in 2020, AAP won 62seats, 

“The common man fumes 
due to mass corruption in 
DDA, DJB and even MCD 
(where BUP couldn't do anyt- 
hing in 15 years)....t’s high ti- 
me the party brass consolid 
testheireffortstounderstand 
voters’ needs, 


dents’ Welfare Association. 

The sustainability of 
AAP asa party over the next 
few months will also play a 
crucial role, Chief minis 
Arvind Kejriwal is in jail 
and LG VK Saxena is deter- 
mined to prevent govt from 
functioning from prison. It 
remains to be seen if central 
rule will be imposed. 

Some experts believe that 
the imprisonment of AAP 
ministers might translate in- 
to sympathy votes. Mridula 
Mukherjee, a former JNU 
professor, said Delhiites are 
astute. The mandate given by 
the people to parties in the 
Lok Sabhaelectionsisatesta- 
ment toth 7 

She said AAP was being 
treated unfairly. “People are 
watching. Whenever an elec- 
tion happens, it will reflect in 
theresults," she added. 

AAPand BiP willalso have 
to contend with a resurgent 
Congress which may go all-out 
to claw back lost ground despi- 
tethe very short timeavailable. 


BJP goes north in North West 


‘mong the victorious BJP 

‘candidates in Delhi, 
Yogender Chandoliya, 
contesting the North West Delhi 
seat, had the highest winning 
margin. AS a first-time Lok 
Sabha contestant, Chandoliya’s 
impressive performance 
underscored his party's hold on 
the constituency, which also has 
BJP MLA representing Rohini. 
Chandoliya's dominance was 
evident from the early rounds of 
counting. By round 3, he had 
totalled 11,778 votes, while Udit 
Raj of Congress, an earlier MP 
from the same seat, had 
received 5,332 votes. By noon, 
Chandoliya’s kitty had 1,99,743 
votes and his rival's, 81,831. 
Eventually, the gap became a 
yawning 2.9 lakh that couldn't 
be closed. 
“We will fulfil the promises we 
made during campaigning,” said 
Chandoliya. “I thank the people 
for giving BIP such a huge vote 
share. There are problems in the 
areas here like lack of 


people's verdict and thanked West Delhi, the constituency The only constituency citizens of Delhi are different adshows but seemed to have 
his supporters. reserved for scheduled caste where the INDIA bloc gave _ and theresultsreflect that.” failed to galvanise voters. 
No wild swings in West Tiwari coasts to third win 
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2 S71 579% Mishra. Sehrawat, who 259 L 58.8% rival, former Jawaharlal Nehru 24.6 L 629% 
ccontested the Lok Sabha election v2% University Students’ Union vl% 
for the first time, garnered 55.3% From2eis president Kanhaiya Kumar. The 53, Joo From 2019 
8,42,658 votes, while Mishra, a Votes 42.2% | BiP winner went intoabiglead “Votes 44.2% 
former MP and three-time MLA x from the outset of the counting a 
from Congress, managed and kept the momentum going 
643,645. BSP Vishakah was with each round. 
third with 7,824 votes. Sehrawat, The contest in North East Delhi 
who previously served as mayor was slated to be keen because of 
afte erhlesouh Ursones | the significant Poorvancha 2vothers 
corporation in 2017, cu population. Both Tiwari an 
eae Votes | represents one ofthe wardsin Paty Votes | kumar are from that community. Party Votes 
BIP 366483 | Dwarkaafter her victory inthe BJP 42.658 | ThelargeMuslimelectorate was BJP pre 
YogenderChandoliya} =" ‘2022 municipal election. While it Kamaljeet Sehrawat ° expected to be advantageous to ‘Manoj Tiwari in 
was aclose battle in Madhipur. = 75 Congress. By 2pm on Tuesday, <>} 
Cong «now and Tilak Nagar, Sehrawat's vote AAP «now however, Kumar lagged Tiwari Cong «now 
Usit Raj 575,634 | share remained high in Mahabal Mishra | 643645 | by gver one lakh votes. Around Kanhaiya Kumar | 685,673 
Janakpuri, Vikaspur, Uttam 7.30pm, BIP had stretched its aie | eae 
Others__| 45.090 Nagar, Hari Nagar, Rajouri Others _|__ 3881 | jeadtoa shade under L4 lakh, —_thers 42,607 
connectivity, poor water quality | Garden, Dwarka, Matiala and demographics and geographies, | with 82 lakh votes in Tiwari's voters in my constituency. No 
and lack of sports facilities. Najafgarh, helping her maintain —_ from the affluent neighbourhood kitty against 6.8 lakh for Kumar. doubt the responsibility has 
Along with them, we will also ahealthy lead all through. West _of Dwarka to bustling Rajouri “Lwould like to thank PM. increased as BJP is ahead in all 
take up the construction of an | Delhi, the largest parliamentary market, remote villages Narendra Modi for this win,” __ seven seats in Delhi. BJP means 
underpass in Kirari and constituency in the city, bordering Haryana and colonies | said Tiwari. “Ialso feel blessed service. We will keep serving 
rejuvenation of waterbodies.” | encompasses diverse range of inhabited by lower middle class. | to have received the support of the people.” 


JP's decision to replace 

incumbent MP Gautam 
Gambhir with former mayor 
Harsh Malhotra paid rich 
dividends as he defeated AP's 
Kuldeep Kumar by a margin of 
93,663 votes. Malhotra sprinted 
ahead of his rival in the first 
round itself, gaining a lead of 
9,045 votes. However, there 
were some tense moments for 
him in the fifth round when his 
lead came down to just 125. The 
tremors didn't last long, 
though. By the 17th round, 
Malhotra’s victory was near 
certain as his lead mounted to 
83,821 votes, with the BJP 
candidate appearing to do well 
in Okhla, Gandhi Nagar, 
Jangpura, Krishna Nagar, 
Shahdara, Vishwas Nagar, 
Laxmi Nagar, Trilokpuri, Kondli 
and Patparganj. Malhotra later 
conveyed his gratitude to the 
Delhi voters and attributed the 
party's victory in all seats to its 
“accomplishments” over the 
past decade. Kumar, MLA from 


Asee-saw victory in East 


ELECTORS: TURNOUT 
21.2L 59.5% 
V2.2% 


From 2019 


45.2% 


Votes 


22%Others 
Votes 


664,819 


Party 


BIP 
Harsh Malhotra 


AAP wow 
Wakiéep Kumar: | _G7RI58 


Others 28,074 


Konali assembly constituency, 
acknowledged that the ultimate 
power lay with the public and 
said the party would analyse 
the factors that led to the 
unfavourable result. 


VERDICT2024 


WON BY 


89,325 


vores 
DEFEATING 
Jai Prakash 
Agarwal 


a, / 


CHANDNI CHOWK 


WON BY 


1,38,778 


vores 
DEFEATING 
Kanhaiya 
Kumar 
CONG/INDIA 


ath 
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NORTH EAST DELHI 


NORTH WEST DELHI 


WON BY 


2,90,849 


VOTES 
DEFEATING 


Udit Raj 
(CONG/INDIA 


WON BY 


78,370 


VOTES 
DEFEATING 
Somnath 


Bharti 
‘AAP/INDIA 


New Tricks Needed Despite Hat-Trick 


No Clear CM Face, Poor MCD Track Record And Over-Reliance On Modi BJP’s Weak Points 


Abhinav.Rajput 
@timesgroup.com 


New Delhi: Unlike the trend 
of BJP loosening its hold on 
several states it had swept in 
2019, the party again held Del- 
hi ina vice-like grip winning 
all the seven seats for the 
third consecutive general 
elections. And like in theelec- 
tionsof 2019, BIP’svoteshare ve 
wasover 50% thisyeartoo. wo! 
‘The saffron party's Ram- 
vir Singh Bidhuri won in So- 
uth Delhi, Yogender Chando- 
liya in North-West Delhi, Ban. 
suri Swaraj in New Delhi, 
Harsh Malhotra in East Delhi, 
Kamaljeet Sehrawat in West 
Delhi, Praveen Khandelwal in 
Chandni Chowk and Manoj 
‘Tiwari in North-East Delhi 
Except for Tiwari, the par- 
tyhad put up fresh candidates 
thisyear,and BJP city seniors 
said this helped counter anti- 


ming 


in yo 


about 


incumbency and keep the 
cadres motivated. 
are able to convince the el 
torate that your party is for- 


the fence-sitters also emerge 


senior functionary. 

Delhi BJP unit president 
Virendra 
"The people of the 
s this mandate for the 


Modi for Delhi and for his vi- 
sionary 
functionaries said that the 
campaign had been decided 
months in advance to centre 
on two talking points: 
performance of PM Modi 
and the corruption allega: 
tions against AAP, including 


vation of the CM’s hou: 
financial _discrepanci 
Delhi Jal Board. 

"Ad 


Vhen you 


the govt at the centre, 


support,” explained a 


Sachdeva said, 
pital ga- 


done by PM Narendra 


lade! 


hip." Party 


the so 


T FORWARD? The challenge for BJP is to replicate 
LS win in assembly polls next year and nip factionalism in the bud 


Sanjeev Rastogi 


encountered obs' 
previot 
ning, respectivel 


2020, 


each in 2014 and 2019, 
BJP. insiders 
feel the 2025 


of a compelling na 


c 


m within the: 
A party functio 


the excise policy, 


top lead 
P isno longer the par- 


ty seen as a group of honest 
people with noble intentions. 
‘The liquor poli 
sed them and three of their 


ruption charges with the co- 


bail," said 


y has expo- 


are in jail on cor- 


refusing to grant them 
chdeva. 

With the Lok Sabha polls 
wrapped up, BJP anticipates 
the resounding win to provi- fe 
de it the impetus it needs for 


matic fig 
Kejriwal. 


to rival 4 


a disadvs 


the assembly elections eight 
months away. The party has 
cles in the 
sembly polls, win- 
just three 
and eight seats in 2015 and 
despite sweeping the 
stakes in the two Lok Sabha 
elections held a year prior to 


therefore, 
sembly polls 
could similarly prove arduo- 
usduenotonly totheabsence 
tive to 
counter AAP’s populist poli- 
but also because of factio- 
ate unit 


mitted that BJP, whicl 
formed the government in 
Delhi in 1993, lacked a charis 


He also conceded 
an overreliance on the Modi 
ctor and this places them at 
ntage in state and 


local polls. This was one of 
the reasons AAP was able to 
wrest control of the Munici- 
pal Corporation of Delhi 
from BJP in 20: 

The clean sweep will re 
sult ina larger share of deve- 
lopment projects for the city, 
BJP functionaries hoped 
One of them said, "With BJP 
also forming the govt at the 
Centre, Delhi can again ex- 
pect a larger share of deve- 
lopment funds as it has been 
doing. Delhi is the first state 
in the country that got the re 
gional rapid rail besides the 


Delhi-Bombay, Delhi-Dehra 
ad- dunandSaharanpurexpress- 
last ways,” he said, adding, "You 


can expect more such pro- 
jects. There is also a huge de- 
mand for the expansion of 
Delhi Metro to the fringes of 
the city and we have commit 
ted to our voters that we wo- 
uldaccomplish this.” 


ind 


Cong needs gust to convert 
winds of change into wave 


Piyal Bhattachaice 


Abhinav.Rajputtimesgroup.com 


New Delhi: The Congress 
party's hopes of regaining 
lost ground in the national 
capital were tied to the Lok 
Sabha election, as they have 
been unable to win the Vid 
han Sabha for a decade and 
the corporation for 17 years. 
However, the party failed to 
secure any seats in Delhi for 
the third consecutive time, 
this time in an alliance with 
AAP this time, 

While Kanhaiya Kumar 
lost North East Delhi seat to 
Manoj Tiwari, Udit Raj was 
defeated by Yogendra Chando: 


(© GO? A jubilant Congress supporter at AICC headquarters 


showes 


even one 


With th 
thecapi 


riwal, 


lia (North West). JP Aggarwal 
failed to best Praveen Khan- 
delwal in Chandni Chowk. 

‘This defeat marksasigni 
ficant blow for Cong 
which had traditionally do- 
minated Delhi's political sce- 
ne, often sweeping all the se- 
ats in previous Lok Sabha 
elections prior to Prime Mi- 
nister Narendra Modi’s era 
atthe Centre, 

Several factors contribu: 
ted to the party's campaign 
struggles, including the late 
announcement of candidates 
compared to AAP and BJP, 
the defection of state presi- 
dent Arvinder Singh Lovely 
to BUP just weeks before the 
pollsand the inability tomoti: 
vate cadres and unite diffe- 
rentfactions withintheparty. fi 
‘The lack of a strong grassro- 
ots structure and the absenc 
of charismatic leaders also 
hindered the party's chances, 

“In such elections where 


BUP in 


9% in 


there are only two blocks 
(BUP and INDI alliance} 
contest becomes close. Had 
we managed these 
then we could have dented 


nior Congress functionary. 
‘The vote percentage diffe 
rence between Congre 
BJP candidates was around 


Chandni Chowk and North 
East Delhi constituenci 

However, Congress fune- 
tionary Abhishek Dutt emp- 
hasised the party's good per: 
formance in 
which he believes could s 
as a model for the party to re- 
viveitsfortunesin Delhi. 
have done well in several sta 
tes and have stopped BJP 
rom the magic number of 
272. This was po: 
se we raised issues that affect 
the common people, 
unemployment and price ri- 
se... youthsareupset with the 


. the 


somes aidase- 


and 


the closely contested 


everal seats 


“We 
cused on 


‘ible becau- 


Party 


uch as 


way their jobs are being snat 
ched in the name of schemes 
like Agnivee 

Dutt expressed optimism 
in using the 
Delhi to bring back the par: 
ty’s glory days. “ 
sustained campaign in Delhi 
like we did inT 
Karnataka, 

Senior party members, 
meanwhile, cautioned that if 
Congress didn’t take decisive 
action, it might encounter 
even greater difficulties inthe 
upcoming Vidhan Sabha polls 
in Feb next year: They stres 
sed the importance of the pa 
ty reassessing its strategy, 
bringing in fresh leadership 
and launching campaigns fo- 


pacting the livesof the people. 
functionaries ex: 
pect that the upcoming Vid: 
han Sabha polls will likely see 
BJP, AAP and Congress figh 
ting independently. 


Jain 
party faces the 
hesaid. 


full term 
crucial 


me model in 


We will doa 


angana and 
aid. 


hes 


ues directly im 


New Delhi: Aam Aadmi Party 


sis. The party, which formed 
govt in Delhi thrice in the past 
rs and expanded its foot 
prints in some other states 
ing the “Delhi model 
of governance”, couldn't claim 
eat in the Lok 
elections despiteaseat-sharing 
angement with Congress. 

embly polls in 
lafewmonthsaway 
and its three top leaders —Ke} 
former deputy CM 
Manish Sisodia and former 
health minister 
in jail, the beleaguered 
challenge of 
both running the govt for the 


tothenow: 
icyaweekafter 


these lines, howeve 
move the voters enough. 

Politi 
mer 


Sabha 


Satyendar organi 
ithas la 


leader part 


rem 
she said. 


ring for a 
mn. ed: * 


am not sur 
actually 


Beth, 


Be dace. 


pped excise pol: 
‘announcement 
of the Lok Sabha poll schedule 
forced the party to launch a 
campaign with the sloga 

“Jail ka jawab vote se”, to gen 
‘The 
Delhi CM's personal appeal on 
, failed to 


| scientist and for- 
JNU professor Neera 
Chandhoke said the charges 
of corruption against Kejri- 
wal and his senior party col: 
leagues have badly dented 
AAP's image. “Also, Kejriwal 
hasfailed tostrengthen AAP's 
tional structure and 
ined a one- 


Questioning AAP’s alli- 
ance with Congress, she add: 
if the alli. 
orked on the 
ground and Congress and 
File photo 


PS: AAP failed to step up to the challenge 


In game of thorns, AAP 
must keep flock together 


Atul. Mathur@timesgroup.com 


AAP workers voted for each 
other's candidates in their re- 
spective constituencie 
With its vulnerabilities ex 
posed, the party faces the 
huge challenge of keeping its 
flock together: The threat can 
come from both BJP and a re- 
surgent Congress. Senior 
functionaries of both parties 
have claimed in private that 
many legislators and munici: 
pal councillors of Kejriwal’s 
party are willing tojump ship. 
If Kejriwal doesn’t step 
down from CM's post despite 
being in jail, governance will 
suffer besides the Centre get- 
ting an opportunity to impose 
Central rule if it feels there 
would bedividends. Whether a 
replacement —be it Kejriwal's 
wife, Sunita, or someone else 
can be effective is a hypo: 
thetical questionat this time. 
AAP’s Delhi state conven- 
‘opal Rai, said they fought 
this election in most adverse 
circumstances. “AAP gave a 
tough fight to BUP in Dethi 
with its rock-solid unity. 
's margin is going to re 
duce onabigs sa 
Meanwhile, 
called for PM Narend 
di’s resignation, asserting 
that theLSelectionresultsre- 
flected a clear mandate 
against BJP's politics of “ha 
tredand dictatorship”. 
“People have voted to save 
Baba Saheb’s Constitution. 
‘They have voted to save the 
reservation system in the 
country, which is for the Da 
lits, deprived, exploited, back: 
ward and tribal,” Singh said 


Muslim vote fails to swing it for alliance in Delhi 


Priyangi.Agarwal@timesgroup.com 


New Delhi: Mehfooz Alam, a 35-ye- 
ar-old real estate professional from 
New Delhi, closely followed the elee- 
tion results all day. However, he w: 
left disappointed as the AAP-Cong- 
ressalliance failed tosecureasingle 
seat in Delhi. 

“Itseems that our votes didn’tco: 
untformuch. In Lok Sabhaelection, 
the community has limited influen 
ce in a direct contest against BJP. 
We are disappointed with the false 
promises of BJPspreadinghateand 
community divide. However, we are 
hopeful in the upcoming assembly 
polls,” Alam said. 

According to the 201 Census, 
Muslims constitute around 12.9% of 
Delhi's population. As per political 
estimates, North East Lok Sabha 
constituency currently has the hig- 
hest percentage of Muslim voters at 
20.7%, while other constituencies al- 
so havea significant Muslim popul 
tion: Chandni Chowk (14%), East 
Delhi (16.8%), New Delhi (16.8%), 
North West Delhi (10.6%), South Del- 
hi(7%),and West Delhi (6.8%). 

North East constituency recor- 
ded the highest voting percentageat 
58.3%, with three predominantly 
Muslim-inhabited assembly consti- 
tuencies—Seelampur, Mustafabad, 
and Babarpur—each seeing a vo- 
ting percentage of over 65%. How 
ver, Congress candidate Kanhai 


Kumar lost the seat by a margin of 
over 1.3lakh votes. 

Mohd Mushtaq from Joharipur 
said the public's choice leaned more 
towards BJP. Adnan Zain, a trader in 
Nand Nagri, added, “The problem 
with Kanhaiya Kumar is that he did 
not visit the people on the ground as 


muchas he should have. Giving pas 
sionate speeches online for impact is 
not enough. Having an interperso- 
nal connection with the people you 
are representing is important.” 
Sami, a car service provider 
from northeast Delhi, said, "Those 
who voted in favour of BJP did not 


do so for the goodwill of Manoj Ti: 
wari, as he has barely done any 
work; it's because of Modi's brand 
appeal.” He expressed hope that Ti 
wari would address issues like mos. 
quitoes, waste management and 
drinking water in his third term, 
Other influential Muslim-domi 


Muslim voters showed up, but it didn’t show up in Delhi's results 


nated areas in Delhi include Chandni 
Chowk, Matia MahalandBallimaran 
assembly constituencies in Chandni 
Chowk Lok Sabha constituency, 
which recorded voting percentages 
of 56.8% , 67.20%, and 64.7% , respecti- 
vely. In East Delhi constituency, Okh- 
la, a Muslim-dominated area, recor- 
ded voting percentage of 52.2%. 

‘Many minority community mem- 
bers attributed the impact on results 
tothe lower voting percentage in Del. 
hi vis-4-vis the 2019. and 2014 Lok Sab- 
haelections. Sarim Ullah, a shopkee- 
per in Ballimaran, said that due to 
the blistering heat, many women did 
not step out to cast their votes. 

S Khan, a local from Matia 
hal, said that safety and security we- 
re the primary concerns for voters 
inhisneighbourhood. "We wanteda 
govt that treatseveryoneequall 
sides providing security. The re- 
sults were a setback for us, but I 
think if the voting percentage had 
been high, then Congress would ha- 
ve won the seat easily 

InEast Delhiconstituency, Nase- 
em,a33-year-old resident, hoped for 
the AAP candidate to win, citingthe 
party's work in providing free bus 
rides for women and water andelec- 
tricity for all. Shareef Ahmad, a re- 
sident of Govindpuri in south Del- 
hi, said the candidates who won had 
the support of the public and that 
INDIA blocgavea tough fight to BJP 
across the country. 


With inputs for stories from Anuja Jaiswal, Kushagra Dixit, Siddhanta Mishra, Ridhima Gupta and Shreya Ghosh 
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EAST DELHI 


WON BY 


93,663 


VOTES 
DEFEATING 


Kuldeep Kumar 
AAP/INDIA 


Wind, water and noise = Paper chase 

Counting for the Chandni Election officials at 

Chowk seat at Bharat the Chandni Chowk 

Nagar (Ashok Vihar) constituency had to fall back 


wasn't done in the most 
salubrious of environs. The 
fans seemed to have been 
placed at an unsuitable 
height, causing the blades 
tohit the temporary pillars 
and create a disruptive 
din, Water also constantly 
leaked from the AC units 


Going with the trend 


Loud dholak beats resounded at the BIP state office on 
Pandit Pant Marg after early results indicated a BJP lead in 
Delhi. Around midday, however, there was a pause because 
the national results provided room for circumspection. The 
drummers picked up again after a more definitive uptick in 
the national trend for the saffron party 


on the old-world paper votes 
after an EVM developed 
technical problems and 
delayed the counting 
process. BJP and Congress 
polling agents demanded 
immediate rectification, 
forcing the officials to count 
the VPAT slips 


Photo: Jatin Kumar 
oe 


Brotherhood of also-rans 


‘Haare hum, par mann se nahi haare (we lost the polls, not 
ur spirit)’ quipped a group of independent candidates 
during the counting in the South Delhi constituency. 
‘Among them were Chandrashekhar Singh Kushwaha 

who got 1,889 votes, Deepak Kapila (1,500), 

Ram Gopal (3,958), Arun Kumar (842), Shanker Dey (522), 
Poonam Srivastava (958) and Biharilal Jalandhari (514) 


Sole searching 
Right outside the New 
Delhi counting centre 
in Gole Market, cobbler 
Suresh sat under the 
shade of a banyan 

tree. Unlike others, he 
didn’t seem remotely 
interested in the 
results of the polls. The 
45-year-old Rajasthani 
migrant dourly said, 

‘A change of political 
party changes only the 
lives of the rich.’ 


NOT A vote-hungry 
candidate 

In North East Delhi, Ravi 
Kiran Thilak Thatikonda, 

an independent candidate, 
was at the counting centre 
more to find out how many 
had opted for NOTA than 
voted for him. His campaign 
had been to discourage : 
NOTA voting and he had 
distributed T-shirts bearing 

that message. ‘NOTA is a 

hoax. We have to make our 

voices heard,’ he smiled \ 


Driving pleasure 

Till 4pm, the Samaypur Badli road in North West Delhi 
constituency was almost empty, with only a few grocery 
shops operating. And while the road was barricaded since it 
led to the counting centre at Delhi Technological University, 
other streets going to and away from Rohini were unusually 
clear of the regular traffic jams 


Pa 


~ SAY NO TONOT? ¢ 


The Night Cafe on the DTU campus is usually crammed with 
students. Business was lean after the university closed for 
vacations on May 25. On Tuesday, however, the till rang 

as party workers, poll officials and security personnel 
made a beeline for it since it was the only place they could 
find refreshments 
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Kamaljeet Sehrawat 

BIP 

WON BY WON BY 
1,24,333 

ay A VOTES 

DEFEATING DEFEATING 

Mahabal Sahi Ram 

Mishra 


AAP 


Ramvir Singh Bidhuri 
BIP 


VOTES 


Mahesh Sharma 
BIP 


WON BY 


5,59,472 


DEFEATING 
Mahendra 


Singh Nagar . /) 


f 


Atul Garg 
BIP 


WON BY 
3,36,965 
VOTES 
DEFEATING 
Dolly Sharma 
CONG/INDIA 


BIP 
WON BY 


1,72,914 


VOTES 
DEFEATING 
Mahendra 
Pratap Singh 
CONG/INDIA 


Krishan Pal Gurjar 


Rao Inderjit Singh 
BIP 


WON BY 


75,079 


VOTES 
DEFEATING 


Raj Babbar 
CONG/INDIA 


Margins Go South, But South Hry Stays With BJP 


Inderjit hits super six in Gurgaon, Cong wins 5 seats; farmers’ discontent 
beats Raj Babbar i in close contest 


RaoJaswantSingh 
@timesgroup.com 


Gurgaon: After a suspense 
that stretched well into the af- 
ternoon, BUP’s Rao Inderjit 
Singh defeated his nearest ri- 
val ~ actor-politician Raj Bab- 
bar of Congress~by more than 
75,000 votes. 

‘This marked his sixth win 
as MP and fourth from Gur 
gaon since it becamea Lok Sab- 
haseat in2008, His victory mar- 
gin, however, came down dras- 
yy from 4 lakh in 2019, The 
day began with the numbers 
inclined towards Babbar: The 
Congress candidate main- 
tained a steady lead of 30,000: 
40,000 till 2pm, after which the 
tables turned towards Rao In- 
derjit. By theend of theday,the 
BJP veters 
vot 


Of the 16 lakh-odd votes 
that were polled in Gurgaon, 
Rao Inderjit bagged over 8 
lakh while Babbar had 
votes in his kitty. Offi 
the Congress candidate took 
the lead in the morning as 
votes from Nuh were counted 
Babbar maintained a 
lead for 6 hours straight as he 
bagged a majority of votes 
from the three assembly con 
‘of Nuh~Punhana, 
yur Jhirkaand Nuh, 

In the morning, when 
Babbar was leading by 
around 40,000 votes, hesaid in 
Rewari, “This isadecision of 
the people. And it’s the people 
whoare leading. 


BJP’s Gurjar 
makes it a 
three-peat in 
Faridabad 


Vishakha.Chaman 
@timesgroup.com 


Faridabad: BJP 
Krishan Pal Gurjar 
third consecutive vic 


candidate 


Lok Sabha elections, defeating 
Mahender 


Pratap Singh of 
by a margin of 
rom the outset, 
jar maintained a steady 
lead throughout the counting 
process, emerging victorious 
with a total of 7,88,569 votes, 
while his main rival Singh se- 
cured 6,15,655 votes, which ac- 
counted for 41.8% of the total 
votes cast. 

However, compared to his 
resounding victory in 2019 - 
when he won by 6,38,239 votes - 
the incumbent MP's winning 
margin witnessed a significant 
decline. His vote share dropped 
from an impressive 68.68% in 


FARIDABAD 


ELECTORS » TURNOUT 


24.3L 605% 


43% 
53.6% © rom2is 
Votes 
Others 
Party Votes 
BJP 
Krishan Pal Gurjar|_"*856° 
Cong 
Mahender Pratap | 615,655 
Others 74,558 


2019 elections to 53.6% in the 
2024 contest. Gurjar (67) had 
‘won the 2014elections by a mar- 
ginof 4.6lakh votes. Faridabad 
seat covers two districts, Fari- 
dabad and Palwal, The nine as- 
semblysegmentsincludeHath- 
in, Hodal, Palwal, Prithla, Fari- 
dabad NIT, Badkhal, Farida- 
bad, Ballabgarh and Tigaon. 

People have voted for devel- 
opment and good governance, 
Gurjar said, adding he is com- 
mitied to delivering on these 
promises, “As I embark on my 
third term, I pledge to work to 
address the needs and aspira- 
tions of people. I will dedicate 
myself to implementing initia. 
tives that improve the lives of 
every citizen, ensuring that no 
one is left behind,” he said. 


NARROWING GAP: Inderiit secured 75,079 votes more than his rival 


However, when the trends 
started trickling in from Gur- 
gaon and Badshapur; the tally 
inclined towards Rao Inderjit. 
Barring Nuh, he manage¢ 
cent lead from other se. 

According to reports, the 
BJP candidate's performance 
was not up to the mark in Pa 
taudi, Rewari and Ba 
which was against the party’ 
expectations, Political anal 
said BJP’s lead in Gurgaon 
proved residents gave prefer- 
ence to national issues over lo- 
cal ones, such as the state's un: 
employment rate, eivie infras- 
tructureand other 

Through its campaign, 
Congress reached out to voters 
on local issues and hoped to 
capitalise on the anti-incum- 
bency sentiment, particularly 
among farmers and members 
of the Jat community. BJP 


spoke on national topics and 
achievements of the Modi govt 
atthe Centre. 

In the Ahirwal region, con 
sidered astronghold for Rao In- 
derjit, there was discontent 
with the govt over Agnipath, 
the short-term Army recruit 
ment scheme. Most youths, 
who grow up hoping to join the 
Army some day, said their 
dream 
the gor 

Launched in June 2022, the 
Agnipath scheme has reduced 
the service period for new joi- 
nees to just four years. Agni 
veers ~ as youths would be 
called after joining the force 
would not get any additional 
post-retirement benefits either: 

‘Theshort-erm scheme has 
reverberated through the cam- 
paign in the region, with Con: 
gress vowing to scrap it and 


my curcaon [am 
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BJP promising a review to of- 
ferbest opportunitiesto young: 
The other candi 


Khatana of BSP and So: 
rab Khan of INLD — failed to 
makeany impact. Singer Fazil 
puria got 13,278 votes, Khata 
bagged 8946 and Khan gar 
nered 4,917 votes. In 2019, Rao 
Inderjit had secured 88 lakh 
votes or 61% of the total from 
Gurgaon. He defeated Con: 
gress's Captain Ajay Singh Ya 
hho received 4.91akh vot 


In the 2014 election, when 
and 


Inderjit quit Congress 
joined BJP, he trounced Z 
Hussain of INLD by 27 lakh 
votes, which was over 20% of 
the total votes in the seat. That 
year, BJP secured 
of 48.8% in the seat. 


and Agnipath take a toll on BP's tally 


BagishJha@timesgroup.com 


Gurgaon: BJPlost considera- 
ble ground in the state ~ fail. 
ing to replicate its perform: 
ance in 2014 and 2019, when it 
bagged all 10 seats ~ but man. 
aged to hold on to the three 
south Haryana constituen- 
cies of Gurgaon, Faridabad, 
and Bhiwani-Mahendragarh. 

Congress gave BJPatough 
fight, winning 5 seats ~ Roh- 
tak, Hisar, Sirsa, Ambala and 
Sonipat. Apart from the three 
seats in the south, BJP se- 
cured Karnal and Kurukshe- 
train the north. 

While BJP managed to re 
tain the three south Haryana 
seats, its victory margin nose- 
dived. Rao Inderjit Singh of 
BJP defeated Congress candi- 
date Raj Babbar by 75,079 
Gurgaon. In 2019, Rao 

had trounced Con- 
Ajay Singh Yadav by 


ahendra 
Dharam- 
bir Singh won against Con: 
gress's Rao Dan Singh by 
41,510 votes. In 2019, he had 
won by a margin of 4.4 lakh 
votes a Con, rival 
Shruti Chaudhary, 
In Faridabad, 
Pal Gurjar won b 
1.7lakh votesaga 


Krishan 
more than 


In ‘the 


Singh Bhadana 
kh votes. 
Despite an apparent dis- 


‘mj cupta 


in Gurgaon 


contentagainstlocalM! 
had decided to go ah 
old-timers in south Haryana 

Rao Inderjit from Gurgaon, 
Gurjar in Faridabad, and Dha: 
rambir Singh from Bhiwani. 
Mahendragarh. ‘They were 
mong4sitting MPsacross the 
fate on whom the party had 


s 


reposed faith. 
BJP candidate Arvind 
Sharma, who had won from 


Rohtak thelast time, lost by3.4 
lakh votes against Deepender 
Singh Hooda, the son of Con- 
gress veteran and former CM 
Bhupinder Singh Hooda. 

So, what went against BJP 


Shafaque.Alam 
@timesgroup.com 


Noida: BJP’s Mahesh Shar- 
masecured his third win from 
Gautam Budh Nagar, leading 
by amargin of 5.6 lakh votes 
thehighestamong the 0 seats 
in UPandover three timesthe 
L5lakh victory margin of Pri- 
me Minister Narendra Modi 
from Varanasi. 

Sharma secured 86 lakh 
votes, about 59.7% of the 
‘astinthe NCR 
constituency, to better his 
performances in the last two 
elections — he won the Lok 
Sabha polls bya marginof 2.8 
lakh votes in 2014 and by 3.4 
lakh votes in 2019, 

SP’s Mahendra Nagar fi 
nished second with nearly 3 
lakh votes, which is 20.8% of 
the vote share, while BSP’s RS 
Solanki bagged 2.5 lakh votes 
%). Twelve other candida- 
tes, including four Indepen: 
dents, were in the fray but no- 
ne of them could garner more 
than 4,000 votes. NOTA acco- 
unted for fourth largest share 


BJP GAINS IN NCR EVEN AS PARTY LOSES GRIP IN UP 


It’s a hat-trick for Sharma in GB Nagar, 
victory margin of 5.6L biggest in state 


IT GETS BETTER: Mahesh Sharma meets supporters after the win 


sharma 


of votesat 10,324 

Sharma maintained a con- 
sistent lead since the counting 
began. Till 10am, he had corne- 
red 73,925 votes compared to 
Nagar's 27,279 and Solanki’s 
18,108, By noon, Sharma's mar- 
gin widened to 3.3 lakh, while 
Nagar was still at 1.15 lakh and 
Solanki at 78,682. By 5 pm, 
Sharma took formidable lead 
of morethan5lakh votes. 

Sharma's win undersco- 
reshisfirmhold inthe region 
and highlights the sustained 
support for the BJP in both 


urbanand semi-urbanareas. 
Sharma told TOI that the 
huge victory margin reflec- 
ted the love and affection the 
people showered on him. 
“Icongratulate the people 
and party workers for their 
unprecedented love and sup- 
port for letting the lotus (the 
party’s symbol) bloom 
under the able leadership of 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi. I am overwhelmed by 
your love and affection. We 
will together make a strong 
and developed Gautam Budh 


Nagar,” he posted on X (for: 
merly Twitter). 

Sharma began his politi- 
cal journey as a grassroots 
worker but rose through the 
ranks quickly. He contested 
the Lok Sabha election from 
GB Nagar in2009and secured 
2.3lakh votes but lost to BSP’s 
Surendra Nagar by 16,000 vo- 
tes. In 2012, he won the assem- 
bly elections from Noida with 
226 votes, defeating BSP’s 
Omdutt Sharma, who secu- 
red 49,582 vote: 

In 2014, riding the ‘Modi 
Sharma cornered 
lefeating SP’s 
i, who garne- 
'es. Sharma 


red over 3lakhv 
served as the MoS (indepen- 
dent) culture and tourism in 


Narendra Modi's cabinet. 
In 2019, Sharma was pol 
ed 8,30,812 votes to defeat his 
nearest rival, BSP’s Satveer 
Nagar, by a3.4lakh margin. 
SP’s national spokesper: 
son Pradeep Bhati said despi- 
tetheparty’spoorshowinGB 
Nagar, it made gains across 
UP—with37 seats, SP putits 


| GB NAGAR | 
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best Lok Sabha performance 
in the state, while Congress 
won six seats (its vote share 
rising from 6.5% to nearly 
10%."The INDIA alliance has 
gota lot of support from peo- 
ple who are badly affected by 
the policies of the Modi govt. 
It will not be easy for the BJP 
toform the govt,” Bhati said. 


Saffron run unbroken in Gzb as Garg cruises: 
‘Faced dissent, misinformation but all well now’ 


Abhijay.Jha@timesgroup.com 


Ghaziabad: BJP’s Atul Garg 
defeated his nearest rival 
Dolly Sharmaof Congress—by 
amarginof over3.3lakh votes, 
securing over 58% of the total 
votes polled. 

It's also the party's third 
biggest victory margin in the 
state after Mahesh Sharma's 
5.6 lakh from GB Nagar and 
Rahul Gandhi's 39 lakh from 
RaeBareli. 

This marked the fourth 
consecutive win for BJP in 
Ghaziabad, considered a “safe 
seat” for the party. 

Since 2009, when Ghazia- 
bad was carved out of Hapur 
after delimitation, BJP has 
never lost a general election 
from there. 

Garg (66), who has held the 
Ghaziabad assembly seat 
twice — in 2017 and 2022 — 
thanked party workers and 
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NO SURPRISES: 

PM Modi, who held a road- 
show in the city to campaign 
for him. 

“Through my campaign, I 
kept telling the electorate that 
Iam seeking votes in thename 
of Narendra Modi. I owe my 


GHAZIABAD 


ELECTORS TURNOUT 

29.5L 499% 
Vv 6% 
From2018 


58.1% 
"es 2% 


Others 
Party Votes 
BIP 854,170 
Atul Garg 

Dolly Sharma 517,205 
Others 99,055 


victory to Modi ji and party 
workers,” he said. 
Garg — who replaced VK 


Singh as the candidate this 
time -said he faced a lot of dis- 
content among voters, partic- 
ularly among the Rajputs who 
were unhappy with the party 
as few members from the com- 
munity were given tickets. 

“Thiswin ispersonallyre- 
lieving for me. A lot of misin- 
formation was spread 
against me by the opposition. 
Tbattled dissent as well. But 
as they say.all’s well thatends 
well. NDA, under Modi ji, is 
set to create history by form- 
ingthegovtthethirdtimeina 
row,” headded. 

Garg, who maintained his 
lead from the first round itself, 
bagged 8.5 lakh votes by the 
end of the 62nd round. Dolly 
Sharma of Congress — the IN- 
DIA Bloc candidate — secured 
52 lakh votes. She secured 
35.2% of the total votes polled 
while Garg bagged over 58%. 

“Honestly speaking, I was 


hopeful of a win this time. 1 
had worked hard for it, But 
even in defeat, I can say this is 
Congress's best performance 
in years. It was a battle well- 
fought,” she said. 

In the last Lok Sabha polls 
of 2019, Sharma managed just 
7% of the votes polled and lost 
toVK Singh, emerging third. 

BSP’s Nand Kishor Pun- 
dirended up witha little over 
75,000 votes. 

“At least we tried. The fi- 
nal verdict, however, rests 
with Janta janardan’. We re- 
spect their decision,” he said. 

Apart from BJP, Congress 
and BSP candidates, there 
were II more nominees in the 
fray from the seat. 

At 0.47%, their combined 
vote share was even lower 
than that of NOTA, which ac- 
counted for 0.5% of the total 
votes polled. All of them had 
their deposits forfeited. 


thistime? 

Sources in the party ad. 
mitted there was discontent 
among people against the 
stategovt, particularly among 
rmers and members of the 
Jat community. 

“Yes, farmers and rural 
voters drifted away 


duced job tenure, also had an 
impacton the results. 

InKosi-which isin Rewa- 
ri but part of the Rohtak Lok 
Sabha seat ngress 
bagged a lead of a few thou: 
sand votes this time, In 2019, 
Kosi had voted overwhelm- 
ingly for BUP. 

Arvind Saini, the media 
arge of BJP in the state, 
used the opposition par- 
ties of spreading a fals 
rative against the govt 

“Despite all of thi 
tained half the seatsafter 
ing in power for 10 year 
added, 


aligned with 
played a big role in BJP’s win 
in Gurgaon and Faridabad,” 
saida BJP functionary. 

Agnipath, the govt's short- 
term Army _ recruitment 
scheme that left many youths 
unhappy because of the ré 


3 TAKES FROM 
WINNERS 


‘What do you have to say to voters? 

i [ want to thank the people of Gurgaon and Ahirwal for 
showing trust in me and giving mea sixth term as MP. Talso 
want them to be prepared for upcoming assembly elections 
‘What is your main focus for the next term? 

W [ will complete pending development projects that could 
not be completed in the previous term and focus on issues 
that need to be addressed 

‘One promise you'll make to voters right now 

I promise people of my constituency that I will be 
available for them and work for their betterment 


Krishan Pal Gurjar | Faridabad 


What do you have to say to voters? 

& People have once again put their faith in the leadership 
of PM Narendra Modi and BJP. This victory isa testament 
to voters’ desire for development and good governance 
What is your main focus for the next term? 

I Will prioritise development and effective gover 
Primary objectives will be to improve infrastructure, 
ensure cleaner Faridabad, create jobs and improve city 
connectivity 

One promise you'll make to voters right now 

BH Voters have placed their faith in my abilities and vision. 
Tam deeply humbled by this trust, and Iam committed to 
working tirelessly to meet their expectations 


Mahesh Sharma | Gautam Budh 


‘What do you have to say to voters? 
@ The 5.6 lakh victory margin reflects their love and af- 
fection. But this was expected as we have done a lot of 
development work in the district. I express my gratitude 
to the people 

‘What is your main focus for the next term? 

IB The Lok Sabha election results have just been declared. 
We will sit together soon and discuss our priorities and 
development issues for the next term 

‘One promise you'll make to voters right now 

Gi it will be premature to comment, but builder-buyer 
issues, pollution and farmers’ demands are important, and 
we will address them at the earliest 


Photo: Umesh Kumar 


BJP workers 
celebrate in 
Ghaziabad 


Atul Garg | Ghaziabad 


What do you have to say to voters? 

 Dhanyavad (thank you). I will strive to make India and 
the district ‘Viksit Rashtra’ and ‘Viksit Ghaziabad’ 

What is your main focus for the next term? 

@ Will take up unfinished projects, including internation- 
al stadium and metro extension. Efforts will be made to 
start more flight services from the Hindon civil terminal 
One promise you'll make to voters right now 

i I will be with the people day and night. As their represent- 
ative, Iwill take up local issues in the parliament and coordinate 
with the Centre and ministries too 
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DANCE of DEMOCRACY | STATE OF STATES 


Change Rides On SP’s Cycle 


SP-Cong Bag 
43, Limit BJP+ 
To Just 36; BSP 

Decimated 


Team TOL 


Lucknow: In a stunning set- 
back to NDA in UP, SP-Con- 
gress combine won 43 Lok 
Sabha seats, restricting BJP 
and its allies to just 36 which 
was a loss of 28 seats com- 
pared tothe 64seats that NDA 
won in 2019. BJP vote share 
dropped from 49.97% in 2019 
tojust over 41% this time. 

SP and Congress won 37 
and 6 seats, respectively —a 
significant rise of 37 seats 
than in 2019 when the two had 
together won six seats. 
mriti Irani was among 
ven Union minister 
lost in the state, Irar 
0 Gandhi family loyalist 
KL Sharma in Amethi by a 
margin of over 1.6 lakh votes 
evinced keen interest as she 
had defeated Rahul Gandhi 
in this seat last time by over 
55,000 votes, 


Minority report: 


‘Team TO! 


Lucknow: All fourSamajwa- 
di Party (SP) Muslim candi- 
dates fielded came out with 
flying colours 
tough BJP competition as the 
community voted en bloc in 
favour of the Akhilesh Yadav: 
Jed party as wellas his INDIA 
ally Congress 

SP fielded just four Mus 
lims in a bid to shrug off its 

sa party of Musli 

and. Yadavs (MY). This w 
‘against 20 put into the fr 
BSP The pattern was so stark 
that the 20 BSP candidates 
not only failed to win but 


HILL STATES DO NOT CHANGE COLOUR 
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While PM Narendra Modi 
and defence minister Raj- 
nath Singh saw their victory 
margins falling, Rahul won 
by over3.91akh votes, SP won 
all five seats from where 
members of the Yadav first 
family contested — Kannauj 
(Akhilesh Yadav), Mainpuri 
(Dimple Yadav), Badaun (Ad. 
itya Yadav), Farrukhabad 
(Akshay Yadav) and Azam- 


managed to get a very small 
share of votes. The four SP 
lim winners were Iqra 
jasan (Kairana), Mohinul- 
lah Nadvi (Rampur), Zia Ur 
Rehman (Sambhal) and Afzal 
Ansari (Ghazipur). 

‘The outcome this time isa 
far cry from not too long ago 
when Muslims were seen as a 
deciding factor on at lea: 
dozen seats of BJP-governed 
UP's80 Lok Sabhaseats. 

‘Then came a stage when 
BJP managed to bring most 
castes under Hindutva um- 
brella, rendering minorities’ 
votes almost redundant. The 
state's 19% Muslim popula- 


Kings & queen 
in all 4 HP seats 
swear by saffron 


Teau TOL 


Shimla: The “Modi factor” 
appears tohave done the trick 
once again for BJP in Hima- 
chal Pradesh, making ita hat- 
trick of victories forthe party 
inallfourLok Sabhaseats, 
After failing to open its ac: 
count in the 2014 and 2019 LS 
polls, the governing Con- 
gress's hopes of victory were 
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dasheda third time, 

Despite both the CM and 
deputy CM being from Ha- 
mirpur, Congress could not 
win this LS seat, nor could it 
win Shimla seat despite half 
the cabinet hailing from here. 

Failure to pita strong can- 
didate against BJP’s Anurag 
‘Thakur, who was contesting 
his fifth consecutive election 
from Hamirpur Lok Sabha 
seat, cost the governing party. 

Congress had initially 
planned to field deputy CM 


Mukesh Agnihotri and his 
daughter, Aastha Agnihotri, 
but they refused, citing fam- 
ily reasons. There was also 
speculation that CM. Sukh: 
vinder Singh Sukhu’s wife 
would contest, but the party 
finally settled on former Una 
MLA Satpal Raizada. 

Congress’sattempttomake 
Agniveer, the old pension 
scheme and expansion of the 
rail network as election issues 
didnot help itagainst BJP. 

Saffron candidate Kanga- 
na Ranaut won in Mandi. Con- 
gress politicians had targeted 
her on the “beef” issue but it 
seems BJP’s slogan “Mandi ki 
Beti” and Modis defence of 
her worked inher favour,asdid 
support from women voters. 

Congress candidate and 
state PWD minister Vikra- 
maditya Singh, son of the late 
former CM Virbhadra Singh 
and state Congress president 
Pratibha Singh, could not 
cash in on the “royal” factor 
or developmental works car- 
ried out by his late father in 
Mandi Lok Sabhaarea 

BJP had relied on sitting 
MP Suresh Kashyap by field- 
ing him once again from 
Shimla, while Congress had 
fielded Kasauli MLA Vinod 
Sultanpuri, whose father, the 
late KD Sultanpuri, had won 
this seat six times. But Kash- 
yap managed to win. 

In Kangra, after BJP de- 
nied a ticket to sitting MP 
Kishan Kapoor, who had won 
the 2019LS election by 4,77,623 
votes, and fielded Rajeev 
Bhardwaj from this seat, Con- 
gress was hoping to win and 
had fielded former Union 
minister Anand Sharma. But 
BJP managed to counter 
Sharma by projecting Bhard- 
wajasa “sonof thesoil”. Kan- 
gra’s voters were also not hap- 
py with the representation of 
theconstituency in govt. 


garh (Dharmendra Yadav). 

SP’s emphatic win wi 
perceptible increase com- 
pared to 2019 when the party, 
in alliance with BSP, could 
winonlyfiveseats. 

Congress, too, sprung a 
surprise by winning six seats 
including both its stronghold 
of Rae Bareli and Amethi, 
Congressalso won from Saha- 
ranpuraftera gap of 40 years, 


Nagina was won by Azad 
Samaj Party (Kanshi Ram) 
chief Chandrashekhar Azad, 
in a development that en- 
dorsed his political rise in 
west UP. At the same time, 
Mayawati-led BSP faced 
complete decimation with 
vote share dipping from over 
19% in 2019 to just around 9% 
this time, turning the spot- 
lightback on the Dalit outfits 


sharply plunging political 
relevance in UP. 

BJP ally RLD managed to. 
win its two seats of Baghpat 
and Bijnor, thereby coming 
back to national politics after 
its two consecutive decima- 
tions in the previous two Lok 
Sabha pollsat the hands BJP. 

But BJP’s other ally Apna 
Dal could retain only one 
seat, Mirzapur, from where 
Union minister Anupriya Pa- 
tel won. Two other allies, 
SPSP and NISHAD party, lost 
in Ghosi and Sant Kabir Na- 
gar, respectively. 

SP vote share increased 
from 18.11% in 2019 — it had 
then contested on 37 seats — 
to over 33% this time when it 
contested on 62 seats, The in- 
crease was essentially be- 
cause of the comprehensive 
consolidation of Muslims be- 
hind the alliance. SP is also 
reported to have received the 
support of a section of OBCs 
and Dalits who had drifted 
away from BSP and BJP. 

SP’s significantly im 
proved tally bolstered its po- 
sition as BUP’s main rival in 
Uttar Pradesh, in what could 
potentially set a poll narra- 
tive in the run-up to the 2027 
UP polls. 


4A for SP’s Muslim picks 


tion wasregarded by many as 
fragmented “tactical voters’ 
who would vote for anyone in 
a position to defeat the saf- 
fron part 

‘That pattern has snapped 
this time, with Muslims ma- 
naging to break the two 


THE GAME CHANGERS 


mouldsand votingasahomo- 
geneous entity for SP and IN: 
DIA bloc, irrespective of the 
candidate. 
Aspertheexitpollsassess- 
ments available in public do- 
main, 87% of the Muslim 
votes polled went tothe INDIA 


It’s a five-star 
performance 
by BJP, anda 

at-trick too 


Teau TOL 


Dehradun: With a hat-trick 
of wins in Lok Sabha polls in 
Uttarakhand, BJP has con- 
solidated its position further 
in the Himalayan state. It 
registered comfortable wins 
in all five seats of Garhwal, 
Haridwar, Nainital-Udham 
Singh Nagar, Tehri Garhwal 
and Almora. 

Inparticular, theclinching 
of two crucial seats of Hari 
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dwar and Garhwal, where ex- 
CM Trivendra Singh Rawat 
and BJP’snational spokesper- 
son Anil Baluni were in the 
fray respectively, is being con- 
sidered by analysts as the 
highlightsof thewinthistime 
since Baluni was up against 
former state Congress chief 
Ganesh Godiyal (who put upa 
good fight) while Trivendra 
battled it out against ex-CM 
Harish Rawat's son Virender 
whose campaign was largely 
helmed by his father. 


bloc across the state which re- 
flected assive increase of 
38% from 2019 polls. Most of 
these voters — 34% to be pre- 
cise — were those who voted 
for BSP in the last parliamen- 
ary polls. Theexit polls found 
that only 2% of the Muslim 
votes went to BSP, down from 
36% in 2019, The exit poll has 
also found that against the 
12% Muslim votes that went to 
BJPin the last Lok Sabhaelec 
tions, this time only 6% went 
tothe saffron party 

BJP made Muslims a 
large part of its 2024 Lok Sab- 
ha campaign, with various 
party leaders and even Prime 


Minister Narendra Modiask 
ing the community to vote 
keeping in mind thefuture of 
the generations to come. In 
UP, the coming together of 
Congress and SP worked to 
consolidate the community 
votes ina big way. The grow- 
ing perception in the commu: 
nity that Mayawati had sided 
with BJP, only helped the op- 
position alliance better. 
In2019LS polls, 6Muslims 
made it to Parliament, 
of whom were from Mayawa- 
ti's party —Danish Ali (Am: 
roha: BSP), Afzal Anasari 
(Ghazipur: BSP) and Fazlur 
Rehman (Saharanpur: BSP). 


Mansukh 
Mandaviya 
BUP 


Lalit Vasoya 


Nitin Gadkari 
BIP 


Vikas Thakre, 


‘THETIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI 


Lalit Yadav 
Cong 

BY 
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VOTES 


WEDNESDAY, JUNES, 2024 


Bhupender Yadav 
BIP 


With Il seats, desert state 
helps INDIA quench thirst 


Team TO! 


Jaipur: Rajasthan's Lok Sab- 
ha mandate Tuesday defied 
predictions to dash BJP’s 
hopes of making a clean 
sweep of the desert state 
Lok Sabha seats for the third 
consecutiveelection. 

Congress, along with its 
INDIA bloc partners, won 11 
seats to not only dent BJP’s 
ambitions but also prove 
wrong exit poll projections 
that had given thesaffron par- 
tyaround 20seats. 

While BJP was restricted 
to 14 seats, Congress snagged 
eight, just over six months 
ter the saffron party unseated 
the erstwhile the Ashok Geh: 
lot govt in the assembly polls. 
INDIA bloc partners won in 


Banswara (BAP’s R 
Roat) and Nagaur (RLP'’s Ha- 
numan Beniwal). 

BJP’s vote share dipped 
from 59.1% in 2019 to 49.2%, re- 
flecting the party's sudden 
slideafterastrongshowingin 


Anti-incumbency against 
sitting MPs, the supposedly 
underwhelming —_ perform- 
ance of thenew state govtand 
Congress's poll campaign fo- 
cused on safeguarding the 
Constitution andSC-ST reser- 
vations are being cited as the 
decisive factors in the poll 

Victory margins of Con- 
gress insixof theeightse: 
wonwaslessthanalakh votes 
each. Also, most of the seats 
that Congress and its allies 
won had voted in Phase-I on 
April 19. 

Among the Phase-II seats, 
which went to polls on April 
26, Congress won Tonk-Saw- 
ai Madhopur and Barmer, 
while BAP got Banswara. PM 
Modi’s “mangalsutra 
mark criticising Congress's 
wealth redistribution prom- 
ise wasfirstheardatarally in 
Banswaraon April 24. 


Union minister Kailash 


| RAJASTHAN | 25 SEATS 


2024 


2019 


Choudhary lost badly from 
Barmer, finishing third, Con- 


gress candidate Ummedaram. 
Beniwal defeated independ: 
entcandidateandsitting Sheo 
MLA Ravindra Singh Bhati 
by1.2lakh votes from here. 
Union ministers Bhupen- 
dra Yadav (Alwar) and Arjun 
Ram Meghwal (Bikaner) won 


dra Singh Shekhawat (Jodh- 
pur) recorded a convincing 
victory by 1.1 lakh votes. Lok 
Sabha speaker Om Birla won 
Kota by around 42,000 votes, 
BP's loss in Bharatpur, 


which isCM Bhajan Lal Sha 
ma’s home turf, left the saf- 
fron brigade perplexed. 
‘There, Congress greenhorn 
Sanjana Jatav defeated for- 
mer MP Ramswaroop Koli of 
BJP by near! 

East Rajasthan sa 
strong performance from 
Congress. The party also did 
well in north and northeast 
Rajasthan, winning Ganga- 
nagar, Churu and Jhunjhu- 
nu. In west Rajasthan, Con- 
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gress won Barmer, butformer 
CMGehlot'sson, Vaibhay,lost 
Jalore by over 2lakh votes 
BJP’s Mahima Kumari 
Mewar had the biggest win 
margin, defeating Congr 
Damodar Gurjar by 3.9 lakh 
votes in Rajsamand, The clos- 
est contest was for Jaipur Ru- 
ral, where BJP's Rao Rajen- 
draSingh defeated Congr 
Anil Chopra by 1,615 votes. 
Ex-CM Gehlot wrote on X, 
“phe first phase of voting in 
Rajasthan sent a message to 
the entire country that the 
dictatorial nature of this gov: 
ernment can be fought 
against. The wave thatstarted 
inthefirstphase in 
reached theentirecountry In- 
dia alliance winning double 
digi in Rajasthan shows 
that the publicfelt thatdespite 
good schemes and good gov: 
ernance, BJP misled people 
and took votesand formed the 
government (in Rajasthan). 1 
think that as a kind of atone- 
ment, the public has taught 
BJPalesson(in LS polls),” 


29-0: MP healer for BJP, horror for Cong 


ee 


Tea TO! 


Bhopal: BJP may have suf: 
fered a bruising in UP, Maha- 
rashtra and Rajasthan, but 
the party has 29 reasons to 
celebrate in MP, the original 
saffron heartland. 

BJP's slogan of “400 
paar” had fizzled out by noon 
on Tuesday, but in MP the call 
for 29-0 was ringing out loud 
and clear. Even Congress’ 
last bastion, Chhindwara, 
fell. MP has never proven its 
loyalty to BJP more emphati- 
cally. The victory margins 
said it all — the least was 
nearly 52,500 (Morena) and 
the highest was a record 11.7 
lakh (Indore). 

Indore made another re- 
cord —2.18 lakh votes for NO- 
TA. “No choice” turned out 
to be Indore’s second choice, 
making up 14% of votes cast. 

For CM Mohan Yadav, 
propelled from the back- 
benches to the state's top 
post, the clean sweep comes 
as a morale booster: He will 
take all 29 newly elected par- 
MPs to Delhi early 
Wednesday morning. 


TURNOUT 
669% 


While BJP workers cele- 
brated across MP, there was 
silence in Congress offices. 
Never before has Congress 
been reduced to zero in MP. 
Its second-rung leaders were 
routed in the Nov 2023 as- 
sembly elections, and now 
the top leadership has been 
decimated. Digvijaya Singh, 
who didn't want to contest 
the2024election, suffered his 


second consecutive LS defeat 
—Bhopal in2019and Rajgarh 


in 2024. Nakul Nath lost 
Chhindwara, placing the 
Nath family political legacy 
at risk. Rumours in Feb of 
the Naths’ possible switch to 
BJP — rumours that the fa- 
ther and son took their time 
denying — seem to have cost 
them dearly. Former Union 
minister and Congress’ trib- 


Vote Share (%) 
2019 


al face Kantilal Bhuria lost 
by over 2 lakh votes to BUP 
newcomer Anita Nagar 
Singh Chouhan. 

hank you Chhindwa 
* OM Yadav tweeted. 

Nath and Digy 
Congress’ Jai and Veeru — 
are not riding into a 
glorious sunset. 

It wasa different story for 
BJP’sstalwarts. From Shivraj 


Singh Chouhan to dJyotirad 
va Scindia and VD Sharm 
they won by massive margin: 

Chouhan, who was de- 
nied a fifth term as CM, won 
by over 8.2 lakh votes, prov- 
ingthat"Mama’ isstill BID" 
tallest leader in MP. Aft 
such an emphatic win, the 
BJP brass can longer igno1 
him, But a Union ministry 
berth may not be enough for 
B4P’s longest serving CM, 
who isa six-time MP and for- 
merstate party chief. 

Union minister Jyotirad- 
itya Scindia has made a 
comeback in Guna, his fam- 
ilyseat, which hehad losttoa 
former aide, KP Yadav, in 
2019. BJP denied a ticket to 
Yadav and Scindia won by 
over 5.4 lakh votes, the high- 
estever on thisseat, With this 
victory, he has strengthened 
his clout in the party he 
joined four years ago. 

For Congress, it's a soul- 
shattering defeat. Its new 
state chief, Jitu Patwari, will 
be walking the razor's edge. 
MPsticksoutasasorethumb 
on a day Congress was cele- 
bratingelsewhere, 


Guaranteed win? BJP scores 5th straight victory 


Raipur: Chhattisgarh has 
never disappointed BJP in 
Lok Sabha elections. It stood 
by it yet again on Saturday 
when the saffron camp was 
looking for numbers. 

While neighbouring MP 
handed over all 29 seats to 
BJP, the saffron camp looked 
headed{or victory in10of the 
11 seats in Chhattisgarh at 
9pm, Korba being the lone 
Congress victory. 

BJP has always dominat- 
ed in parliamentary polls in 
Chhattisgarh, winning 10 
seats each in 2004, 2009 and 
2014, and nine in 2019. Now, 
it'sback to10. 

Chhattisgarh isa healing 
win for BUP after setbacks in 
Uttar Pradesh, Maharashtra 
and Rajasthan, and also puts 
firsttime chief minister 
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Vishnu Deo Sai onastronger 
footing. After unseating Con- 
gress in the assembly elec- 
tions in Nov last year, the 
thumping Lok Sabha elec- 
tion results indicate that Sai, 
thestate’s first tribal CM, has 
succeeded in consolidating 
BJP’s position and his own 
stature inthe party. 


Building on the momen- 
tumof the2023assembly polls, 
BJP won Naxal-hit Bastar and 
Kanker. In Bastar, BJP’s Ma- 
hesh Kashyap defeated for- 
mer Congress minister Kawa- 
si Lakhma by over 55,000 
votes. Kanker went down to 
the wire and BJP scraped 
through by 1,884 votes. 


B4P’s win in Bastar divi- 
sion is significant because it 
comes in the wake of the 
most sustained anti-Maoist 
offensive in two decades — 
118 Maoists have been elimi- 
nated in just five months. 

Former Congress CM 
Bhupesh Baghel, too, had to 
bitethedust in Rajnandgaon. 
He wastrailing by over 44,400 
votes against BJP sitting MP 
Santosh Pandey. On Monday, 
theeveof results, Baghel had 
alleged discrepancies in seri- 
al numbers of EVMs in Raj- 
nandgaon, saying the num- 
bers given by EC before vot- 
ing didn't match with those 
on Form 17C. 

In Raipur, minister Brij- 
mohan Agrawal hadan unas- 
sailable lead of over 5.2 lakh 
votes, and in Durg BUP sit- 
ting MP Vijay Baghel was 
leading his Congress rival by 


4.2lakh votes. 
CMSaithanked BIP work- 
ers for putting up a winning 
show. He admitted that NDA 
didn’t meet expectations in 
some states but pointed out 
that it did exceptionally well 
in Odisha and Andhra Pra- 
desh. “Once again we are go- 
ing to form govt under the 
leadership of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi,” hesaid. 
“Modi guarantee has reso- 
nated across the country: Ben- 
eficial schemes of the state 
and Centre havehadapositive 
impact. Certainly, better re- 
sults will beachieved inthefu- 


State Congress president 
Deepak Baij acknowledged 
that the election results in 
Chhattisgarh did not meet 
their expectations but drew 
solace from INDIA bloc’s 
strong show elsewhere, 
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Sita Soren 


From JMM to BJP 
Nalin Soren 


Bhartruhari 
Mahtab 


From BJD to BJP 
Santrupt 
Misra 
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Preneet Kaur 
From Cong to BJP 
Dharamvira Gandhi 


Arjun Singh 
From TMC to BJP 
Partha Bhowmick 


Didi’s Double Delight: Weak 
Centre, Weaker State Oppn 


TeauTOL 


Kolkata: Bengal’s voters 
gave BJP a feeble mandate in 
2024 Lok Sabha elections, 
helping Trinamool Con: 
gress (TMC) contain the saf- 
fron party largely to its 
pockets of influenceand giv: 
ing CM Mamata Banerjee 
the double delight of a weak: 
ened Centre and a weaker 
opposition in the 

BJP won or led in 12 of 42 
seats in Bengal —down from 
its 2019 tally of 18, Trinamool 
increased its count from 22to 
29, Congress managed to re- 
tain one of its bastions in 
Malda (South) but, in one of 
thebiggest upsetsof thiselec: 
tion, old warhorse Adhir 
Chowdhury lost his Behram- 
pore seat for the first time 
since 1999 to ‘Trinamool new 
bie and former Team India 
cricketer Yusuf Pathan, Left 
Front, which fought as part 
of INDIA bloc, repeated its 
2019 no-show in Bengal. 

‘Trinamool increased its 
vote share from 43.7% in 2019 
while both BJP and 
“LF combine saw 


iding. BJP slid from 
40.6% to 38.7% 
bined 


and the com- 

Congress-LF vote 
slipped from 13.2% to 
10.3% this time, 

BJP won Contai and'Tam- 
luk in East Midnapore, the 
home district of its state poll 
, Suvendu Adhikari, 
by not-so-impressive  mar- 
gins, but saw two of its three 
Union ministers lose 

Subhas Sarkar in Banku- 
ra and Nisith Pramanik in 
Coochbehar: The third junior 
Union minister, Shantanu 
‘Thakur, won in Bongaon. 


42 SEATS 


Based on wins and leads at midnight 
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Former state BJP chief Di. 
lip Ghosh, too, lost in Burd- 
wan-Durgapur, where he was 
shifted just before the election 
season from his old seat of 
Midnapore. ‘The party, in the 
bargain, also lost Midnapore. 
BJP lost Barrackpore as well, 
where it fielded Arjun Singh. 
Voter confusion over his mul- 
tipleflip-flopsand which party 
he was representing this time 
may have played part 

North Bengal and a few 
isolated pockets like Purulia, 
Bishnupur and Ranagha 
some comfort but 
the margin 
seemed to be coming down 
substantially. 

‘Trinamool ticked all the 
boxes in this election. A 
part of its impressive 
showing came from the sup. 
port of women voters, who 


benefited from welfare 
schemes like Lakshmir 
Bhandar and Sabuj Sathi 


Voters benefiting from Swas 
thya Sathi played a role, too. 
BYP failed in almost all its 


poll pitches, The Sandes! 
li narrative that it built du 

ing the start of the campaign 
seemed to have come apart af: 
ter thereleas 
which showed local BUP func- 


ing video 


sadmitting that wom 


sembly segment. 


rinamool also thwarte 
CAA-NRC pitch, 


ing apprehension a 
sion among voters over how 
things would play out after 
they applied for Indian citi 
zenship under C 
tained both Ranagl 
Bongaon 
are 

appeared to be doing so with 
reduc 


play the ‘appeasement 


makean 


nd confu- 


A. BJP re- 
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TDP, JD(U) won't 
break INDIA: Didi 


heLS poll results showed 

PM Modi had lostall 
credibility, and both he and 
Union home minister Amit 
Shah, should “resign on moral 
grounds”, Bengal CM Mamata 
Banerjee said on Tuesday. 

Extending support to INDIA 
bloc, she said she would 
“certainly help” inits bidto 
form govt. Mamata, however, 
said she would skip the INDIA 
bloc meeting on Wednesday. 

‘She mocked BIP, saying the 
party now has to“beg” TDP 
and JD(U) to form govt. “I know 
them (Chandrababu Naidu 
and Nitish Kumar) very well. 
They won't break india,” 
Mamata said. rw 


‘The Bengal campaign of PM 
Narendra Modi and Union 
home minister Amit Shah 
started with a focus on devel: 
opment and “Modi ki guaran- 
”, but changed tracks mid- 
with an increased glare 
on Trinamool’s “appease: 
ment" politics. This preemp- 
ted any chances of a large- 
scale split of Muslim votes 
between Trinamool and Con: 
gress-LF combine. Trina- 
mool would have gained from 
the resultant Muslim vote 
consolidation, but there was 


consolidation to help BJP. 


Trinamool successfully 
countered the last weapon in 
enal — “corruption” 
te administration 

with an amplified message to 
voters that Centre was playing 
political vendetta in denying 
thestate its share of funds. 


Manipur & 
3N-E states 
dump NDA 


Teau TOL 


Guwahat 
setbacl 


: NDA experienced 
in the North-east, 
losing three seats from its 2019 
LS tally while Congress saw a 
resurgence in the region once 
considered its bastion. Of the 
seven LS seats Congress won 
in the region, Rahul Gandhi's 
Bharat Jodo Nyay Yatra had 
traversed through six. 

NDAs biggest dent was in 
trouble-torn Manipur, where 
Congress defeated BJP in Mei 
teidominated Inner Manipur 
and its ally NPF in the tribal 
majority outer Manipur, 

In Mizoram, ZPM wrested 
the loneseat. In Nagaland, Con- 
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gress trumped NDPP-BJP, win- 
ning the lone seat despite not 
havingasingle MLA. InMegha- 
laya, NDA partner NPP lost to 
Voice of the People Party in 
Shillongand to Congress in CM 
Conrad Sangma’s home seat 
‘Tura, where his sister and sit- 
ting MP Agatha Sangma lost. 

‘Assam CM Himanta Biswa 
‘Sarma blamed leaders of apar- 
ticular religion for NDA losses 
in Nagalandand Meghalaya 


Himanta doffs hat to Cong hero Rakibul 
| assaM [tang 


Teau TOL 


Guwahati: 


NDA 


the remaining three for Con 
gress. The election results 
‘Tuesday sprang two signifi- 
cant surprises — the exit of 
AIUDF chief Badruddin Aj 
maland the return of region- 
al party and NDA partner 
AGP toLSafter 10 years. 

CM Himanta Biswa Sar- 
masaid thatnoparty govern- 
ing Assam had ever won 
these many Lok Sabha seats 
in the state. “Not even (for: 
mer CM) Tarun Gogoi could 
achieve this feat,” he said. 

According to the CM, the 
biggest victory in thestatebe- 
longed to Rakibul Hussain of 
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Congress, who defeated Aj- _BUP’s tally, however, re- 


mal in Dhubri by 1012476 
votes. “He has finished with 
the highest winning margin 
inthecountry andsohe isthe 
hero of theday,” Sarma said. 


mained stagnant at nine, the 
same number of seats it had 
won in 2019. Congress, 

failed to increase its tally 
three from the lastelection. 


rma said NDA‘s over- 
all vote share in the state 
climbed to nearly 41 
huge jump from the 39% we 
secured in 2019 Lok Sabha 
and 44% in 1 mbly 
elections”. He said: “This 
we have achieved despite 
the state having a 40% mi- 
nority population.” 

BJPlosttwoof the llseats 
ithad contested, Nagaon and 
Jorhat, both going to Con- 
gress. BUP’s biggest defeat 
was in Jorhat where party 
MP Tapan Gogoi lost to Gau 
rav Gogoi, son of Tarun Go- 
goi. Gaurav shifted to Jorhat 
after his constituency, Kolia 
bor, ceased to exist due to de- 
limitation last year: “This is 
a victory for democracy and 
ablessing for young voters,” 
Gaurav said. 


Kiran Reddy 
From Cong to BJP 
| LOST TO | 
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Reddy 
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By 
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Anil Antony 
From Cong to BJP 

Anto Antony 
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Ravneet 
Singh Bittu 
From Cong to BJP 
AS Raja 
Warring 
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Written off, Nitish surprises 
all and equals BJP’s dozen 


TeauTOL 


Patna: Bihar CM Nitish Ku- 
mar-led JD(U)and BJPregis- 
tered victories in 12 seats 
eachasNDA won 300f 40Lok 
Sabha constituencies in Bi- 
har, while the opposition IN- 
DIA bloc had to be content 
with nine and an independ- 
ent won one to wrap up the 
count on Tuesda 

Among the other NDA 
partners, Chirag Paswan-led 
LJP (RV) took five, winning 
all the seats it contested, 
while former CM Jitan Ram 
Manjhi-led HAMS secured 
victory inone. 

NDA lost nine seats com- 
pared to 2019, when the alli- 
ance steamrolled the opposi- 
tion to win 39 seats, with 
Congress winning only 
Kishanganj. However, BJP 
had been relatively consis- 
tent in the state. The party 
had won 22 seats in 2014 and 
all the17 it contested in 2019. 

Among INDIA bloc allies, 
RJD won four seats, Congress 
three and CPI-ML (Liber- 
ation)two, while Pappu Yadav 
won in Purnea as an inde- 
pendent. The opposition alli- 
ance gained eight seats. This 
year, Congress added Katihar 
and Sasaram toits kitty, while 
retaining Kishanganj 

Union ministers Giriraj 
Singh and Nityanand Rai re- 
tained Begusarai and Uji- 
yarpur s respectively, 
but their central colleague 
and power minister RK 
Singh lost his traditional 
Ara seat to CPEML (Liber- 
ation)’s Sudama Prasad by 
around 60,000 votes. 

Former CM Manjhi, who 
ni Awam 
; succeeded 
in making his parliamen- 
tary debut 2 ge of 79, 
registering victory from the 
reserved seat of Gaya. How. 
ever, NDA partner Upendra 
Kushwaha, a former Union 
minister who heads Rashtri- 
ya Lok Morcha, faced a hu- 


en 


‘SONRISE: Chirag (seen here with his mother) proved with his party's 
decisive victory that he is the ‘real’ political heir of Ram Vilas Paswan 


Chirag registers 
100% strike rate 


fter over three years of 

struggle, LIP (Ram Vilas) 
president Chirag Paswan 
through his decisive victory has 
finally proved he is the “real” 
political heir of his father Ram 
Vilas Paswan, who died in Oct 
2020.By winning al the five LS 
seats his party was allotted in 
the NDAalliance, Chirag has 
not only maintained UP's 
previous track record of kee- 
ping 100% strike rate but also 
established that he is the new 
Daliticon on the political land- 
scape of Bihar. In 2019 polls, LIP 
under Ram Vilas had won all 
the sixseats that wereallotted 
tothe party under the seat-- 
sharing pact. Everyone was 
surprised when BJP allotted 
five seats to Chirag's party 
while sparing none to his rival 
faction Rashtriya Lok Janshakti 
Party, headed by his uncle 
Pashupati Kumar Paras. Twn 


Rudy's third win 
against Lalu kin 


‘ormer Union minister Rajiv 
Pratap Rudy scored ahat- 
trick for BUP in Saran by defea- 
ting Lalu Prasad's daughter 
Rohini Acharya by over 13,000 
votes, each time getting the 
better of amember of ID 
chief's extended family. Neither 
Rohini — popularly as “kidney 
girl" for having donated one of 
her kidneys toher ailing father 
around twoyearsago — nor 
anyoneinher circles had antici- 
pated that her poll debut would 
turn out to be baptism by fire. In 
2014, Rudy had defeated Lalu's 
wife and former Bihar CM Rabri 
Deviby 41,000 votes. Five years 
later, Rudy widened the gap, 
beating former state minister 
and RID nominee Chandrika Rai 
bynearly 1.4 lakh votes. Raiis 
the father-in-law of Lalu's 
eldest son and ex-minister Te) 
Pratap Yadav, Laluhad defea- 
ted Rudy in 2004and 2009. rw 


miliating defeat in Karakat. 

LJP (RV) candidate 
Shambhavi, 5, 
gin of more than 1.87 lakh 
votes, Duringhiscampaign in 
Bihar; Modi hailed Shambha 
andi- 

s year’s LS polls. 

Atleast Hfour ‘sitting MLAs 


anjhi (Imamganj), Sure 
nda Yadav (Belaganj), Sud 
ma Prasad (Tarari) and Si 
hakar Singh (Ramgarh, Ka 
mur) —as well as one sitting 
RS member Misa Bharti has 
won, This will lead to bypolls 
to four assembly seats and 
one RS seat. 
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Nine not fine: Single digit for 
NDA, tribals back INDIA 


Team TO! 


Ranchi: The diminishing 
Modi magic was reflected in 
Jharkhand as the BJP-led 
NDA managed nine Lok Sab- 
ha seats out of 14 in the state: 
BJP won eight and its alli- 
ance partner, Ajsu Party, re: 
tained its single seat, 

The INDIA bloc, on the 
other hand, increased its tal- 
ly to five from two in 2019. All 
the tribal reserved seats 
went to the INDIA bloc, with 
analysts saying the ED ac- 
tion against JMM working 
president and former CM 
Hemant Soren did not go 
down well with tribal voters, 
JMM won Dumka, Singhb- 
hum and Rajmahal seats; it 
was successful in tapping 
tribal sentiment as the BJP- 
led govtat the Centrerefused 
to include a separate Sarna 
Code inthe census register. 

The Sarna Code refers to 
aproposal fora separatereli. 
gious code for tribal commu- 
nities in India who follow 
Sarna, or nature worship. 

BJP had fielded Shibu 
Soren’s elder daughter-in- 
law, Sita Soren, from Dumka, 


but she was defeated by 
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JMM's Nalin Soren by 22,527 


votes. InSinghbhum, thesaf- 
fron party fielded Congress 


turncoat Geeta Kora but she, 
too, lost, to JMM's Joba Maj- 
hi, by 1,68,402 votes. The case 
was the same in Rajmahal 
where JMM’s Vijay Kumar 
Hansdak retained the seat, 
defeating BJP’s Tala Mari- 
nade by 1,78,264 votes. 

Congress also succeeded 
in tribal reserved seats — 
Khunti and Lohardaga, 
where Kalicharan Munda 
trounced Union agriculture- 
cum-tribal-welfare minister 
Arjun Mundaby 149,675 votes 
and Sukhdeo Bhagat defeated 
Samir Oraon by 1,36.427 votes. 

BJP’s charisma continue 
to have effect in the urban 
pockets of Ranchi, Jamshed- 
pur, Dhanbad, Hazaribag 
and Godda. Italso registered 
victories in Palamu, Chatra 
and Koderma, while partner 
Ajsu Party retained Giridih. 

Union junior minister 
Annapurna Devi was suc- 
cessful, defeating Vinod 
Singh of CPI (ML) in Koder- 
maby 3,76,240 votes, 

For BJP, changing candi- 
dates proved expensive as 
the winning margin, vote 
share and number of seats 
dropped in comparison to 
the previouselection. 


In stunning blow, BJD draws a blank. 
BJP takes 20, Cong bags the other 


Teaw TOL 


Bhubaneswar: BJP scored 
a resounding victory in elec- 
tions in Odisha, surfing a 
pro-Modi wave in the state to 
anunprecedented20outof 21 
seats. Congress retained Ko- 
raput, the only seat that 
didn't go BUP’s way. 

Not a single BJD candi- 
date won aLok Sabhaseat. In 
2019, BJD had won 12 seats 
and BJP eight. Highlighting 
the “good work” of the Modi 
govt, BJP had sought v 
fora “double-engine govt” in 


EEEDLY 21 sev 


the simultaneous Odisha as- 
sembly andLSpolls. 

‘Thestrategic importance 
of winning Odisha in PM 
Modi's political calculus was 
evident from his victor 
speech in Delhi. After ex- 
claiming “Bharat Mata ki 
Jai” he followed up with “Jai 
Jagannath”, highlighting 
the significance of Odisha in 
the party's plans. “It will be 
for the first time that there 
will bea BJP CM in the land 
of Mahaprabhu Lord Jagan- 
nath,” hesaid. 

Behind BJP’s success lay 
itseffective campaign strate- 


gy that emphasised the im- 


portance of voting for Modi 
‘The PM had argued in rallies 
that votes for BJD would go 
waste due to its lack of na- 
tional relevance. BJP also 
“falling 
“outsourced govt” 
incumbency. 

“Thank You Odisha... BJP 
wilHleave no stone unturned 
in fulfilling the dreams of the 
people and taking Odisha to 
new heights of progress,” Mo- 
disaid ina postonX. 

Analystssaid BJD seemed 
to have lost its independent 
identity because of its blind 
support to the Modi dispensa- 
tion onevery initiative. 
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BJP’s success extended to morethanonelakh votes. 


chief minister Naveen Pat- 
naik’s home district of Gan. 
jam, where the party won both 
‘Aska and Berhampur seats. 
Union minister Dharmendra 
Pradhan was leading over 
BJD's Pranab Prakash Das in 
Sambalpur by over one lakh 
votes. Former Union minister 
Jual Oram wasleading form 
Indian Hockey captain Dilip 
‘Tirkey by a similar margin 
from Sundargarh. In Bala- 
sore, former Union minister 
Pratap Sarangi secured his 
seat, defeating BD's Lekhasri 
‘Samanatasinghar, who had re- 
cently defected from BJP, by 


Kendrapara, known as 
the “karmabhooomi” of the 
late Biju Patnaik, also fell in- 
toBJP’skitty, with Baijayant 
Panda defeating BJD’s An- 
shuman Mohanty. Pradeep 
Panigrahy, a former BJD 
MLA who was expelled from 
the party, emerged  victo- 
rious in Berhampur by over 
16 lakh votes. In another no- 
table contest, BJD veteran 
Bhartruhari Mahatab, who 
had joined BJP, defeated San- 
trupt Misra, a former top ex- 
ecutive of the Aditya Birla 
Group and a political debu- 
tantfrom BJD. 
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Maha Jolt To NDA, Big Boos 


Team TO! 


Mumbai: In the 2019 polls, 
Maharashtra, which sends 
thesecond highest number of 
MP5 to the Lok Sabha in the 
country, played a key role in 
PM Modi’s victory with the 
BJP-Shiv Sena alliance win- 
ning 41 of the state’s 48 seats. 
But in Verdict 2024, the state 
has delivered a major blow to 
the NDA. The opposition-ted 
Maha Vikas Aghadi dominat- 
ed the state with leads or vie- 
tories in 30 seats, leaving the 
BJP-led Mahayuti alliance 
trailing far behind with leads 
or wins in just 17 seats. Vishal 
Patil, the Congress rebel who 
won from Sangli as an inde- 
pendent, is also expected to 
add toMVA'snumbers. 

This is the outcome de. 
spite the BUP-triggered split 
of tworegional parties—Shiv 
Sena and NCP—with the aim 
of fracturing the opposition 
and raising its own numbers, 
Instead, this consolidated the 
opposition vote, with Con- 
gress being the biggest bene. 
ficiary. Congress replaced 
BJP as the single largest par- 
ty in the state with leads or 
victories in 13 seats. This was 
a dramatic turnaround from 
its historic low of winning 
just one seat in 2019, 

Responding to theresults, 


Vikramaditya 
Singh 


Shiv Sena (UBT) chief Udd- 
hav Thackeray said the IN- 
DIA bloc should stake claim 
toform the govtat theCentre, 
“We will be meeting tomor- 
row (Wednesday) to discuss 
this, It'snotas if BJPhas not 
harassed Nitish Kumar and 
Chandrababu Naidu whoare 
currently with NDA.” 

Within Mahayuti, BUP's 
tally plunged from 23 seats in 
2019 to leads or wins in just 9 
seats. Shinde's Sena led or 
‘won in 7seatsand Ajit Pay "Ss 
NCP had to settle for a single 
sat, Union ministers includ- 
ing Raosaheb Danve (Jalna) 
and Bharti Pawar (Dindori) 
were routed and state minis- 
ter Sudhir Mungantiwar lost 
from Chandrapur 

Within the MVA, Thacke- 
ray'sShivSena (UBT) bagged 
or led in 9 seats and NCP (SP) 
led in or won 8 seats, Both 
parties won more seats than 
the parties that split from 
them. In Baramati, the most 
keenly watched contest in 
the state, Sharad Pawar’s 
daughter’ Supriya Sule 
defeated Ajit Pawar’s wife, 
Sunetra Pawar. 

Observers said it’s clear 
that Mahayuti’s strategy of 
relying on PM Modi’s appeal 
didnot deliver results. On the 
contrary, ‘Operation Lotus’ 
boomeranged and generated 
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| MAHARASHTRA | 48 SEATS 


Note: Figures until midnight: vote 
share for 2019 not availabe for 
Shiv Sena's & NCP's factions 
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sympathy for Thackeray and 
Sharad Pawar. Indeed, ally- 
ing with Ajit Pawar who BJP 
had strongly targeted during 
the irrigation scammay have 
upset the party's core vote 
Also, Modi’s statements 
about appeasement of Mus- 
lims during his Lok Sabh: 
poll campaign, his reference 
toSharad Pawaras“bhatakti 
aatma(wanderingsoul)” and 
Shiv Sena (UBT) as “nakli Se 
na” seem tohave backfired. 
Price rise, unemploy- 
ment, agrarian distress and 
the opposition's message 


that the Constitution would 
be changed to scrap the SC 
quota if Modi came back to 
office were among the macro 
factors that impacted the re. 
sults. The Maratha agitation 
similarly cost the Mahayuti, 
especially in its epicentre, 
Marathwada. 

Experts said the consoli 
dation of Muslim and Dalit 
votes helped the MVA. “The 
youth face unemployment, 
farmers are upset with Cen 
tre’s policies and these 
tionswentagainst Mahayuti. 
Muslims and Dalits consoli 


dated in favour of the MVA," 
said an NCP functionary. 

The Lok Sabha results 
will have implications for the 
state assembly polls which 
aresix months away. 

How did thetwoSenasper- 
form? The Shiv Sena UBT led 
in 9 seats, just two more than 
Shinde's Shiv Sena, However, 
it had also contested 21 seats 
compared to Shinde’s 15. 
‘Thackeray's strike rate for 
victory 13% compared to 
Shinde’s 47%. But Thackeray 
dominated in Mumbai, win- 
ning two seats compared to 
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In family bastion Baramati, Pawar’s 
daughter trumps his nephew’s wife 


Pawar defeated a Pawar to retain Baramati Lok Sabha seat, 

reaffirming Sharad Pawar’s enduringinfluence over the family 
stronghold, and damaging the morale of Ajit Pawar’s NCP.Senior 
Pawar's deep personal connection with the electorate and the 
ability of her daughter, NCP (SCP)'s Supriya Sule, to leverage his 
legacy proved decisive in securing her victory againsther 


sister-in-lawand. 


wife, Sunetra Pawar, by over 15 lakh votes. 


Supriya, three-time MP from Baramati, had to fight offastrong 
challenge mounted by the might ofacombined BJP, ShivSenaand 
NCPas she took on Sunetra. In her campaign speeches, she ensured 
tohammer home the point that she was battling “forces from Delhi", 
and the electoral battle was not just another fightin the family. Her 
grassroots campaign, the emotional resonance of her appeals to 
Maharashtrian pride against “Delhi's forces”, andher strategic use 


of anew party symbol, the Tutari, 


inher slogan “Ram Krishna Hari, 


Vajava Tutari” helped her romp home to victory. Much beforethe 
poll, Sharad started paving the way for Sule’s victory, Hemet many 
old ivalsin the run-up to polls, soliciting their support. 


one claimed by Shinde in the 
three contests between the 
parties in the city. However, in 
the Thane region, Shinde's 
party wrested both the seats it 
contestedagainst Sena(UBT). 
In the Konkan belt which 
has been a stronghold of the 
Thackeray family, Sena 
(UBT) lost both seats. Ratna. 
giri-Sindhudurg was 
claimed by Uddhav Thacke- 
ray’s bete-noire, former CM 
rayan Rane. This is the 
first time BJP has won a seat 
inthe Konkan region. 
Within the NCP factions, 


Sharad Pawar’s party dom- 
inated with leads in 8 seats 
andavictory in itscitadel, Ba- 
ramati. Ajit Pawar had tocon- 
sole himself witha single vie- 
tory in Raigad for sitting MP 
Sunil Tatkare. Pawar St had 
contested 10 seats and had a 
strike rate of 80%, Ajit Pa- 
contested 4 seats 
ikerate of 25%. 

contested 17 
seats and led in 13, leading toa 
strike rate of 76%. “MVA al- 
lies worked together and sup- 
ported each other, down to 
booth level. This is what 
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Bloc 


worked for us,” said Con- 
gress's Prithviraj Chavan. 
Meanwhile, BJP which 
won 9 of 28 seats contested, 
had a strike rate of 32%. It 
suffered a major setback in 
the Vidarbha region from 
where deputy CM Devendra 
Fadnavishails,as its tally fell 
from 5seats in 2019 to just 2. 
‘Thepartydidnotwinasin- 
gle seat in Marathwada, the 
heartof the Maratha quotaag- 
itation, which has also been 
impacted bya fierce drought. 
BJP’s numbers also de- 
clined in its bastion North 
Maharashtra where the Cen- 
tre’s export quota ban on on- 
ions, the main crop in the r 
gion, became a poll issue. Its 
seats here fell from 3 to 1, 
BJP's tally also fell from 4to1 
in Western Maharashtra and 
3to1in Mumbai, 
Responding to the ver- 
dict, Thackeray said, “Thisis 
a victory of democracy. The 
PM should have held more 
rallies. The BJP lost in loc 
tions where he campaigned. 
Fadnavis tweeted, “The 
te outcome of the 
that the opposition 
attempted to win the seats 
through its propaganda that 
we would change the Consti- 
tution, But in elections, the 
people's mandate has to be 
acceptedas iti 


Congress to the 
fore as BJP loses 


seats, VO 


te share 
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Chandigarh: The “Modi 
wave" that helped BJP sweep 
Haryana’s 10 seats with un- 
precedented margins in 2019 
failed tocut much ice with the 
electorate this timeastherul- 
ing party could manage to re- 
tain only five seats, that too 
with massively reduced mar: 
gins. Congress has made a 
strong comeback with the 
gainof fiveseats. Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP), which was con- 
testing only in Kurukshetra, 
lost in aclose fight. 

‘The results indicate that 
the farmers’ issue, unem- 
ployment, the Agnipath 
scheme, and the old pension 
scheme (OPS) had an impact 
on voters this time. Besides, 
there was strong anti-incum- 
bency against the state BUP 
government, especially 
against former CM Manohar 
Lal Khattar, 

InKarnal, Khattar won by 
a margin of over 23 lakh 
votes, whereas the seat was 
secured in 2019 by BJP MP 
Sanjay Bhatia with a margin 
of more than 6,56 lakh votes. 

Although the party re 
placed Khattar with Ku- 
rukshetra MP Nayab Singh 
Saini just before the announ- 
cementof theLok Sabha polls 
to beat the strong anti-incum- 
bency current, Khattar led 
the party in the parliamen- 
tary polis, with both Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and 
Union home minister Amit 
Shah promising to accommo- 
date himat the Centre. 

The fact that BJP could 
not perform on expected lines 
even though Modi, Amit 


nath had campaigned in Ha 
ryana is a big worry for the 
saffron party. 

‘The results are not a posi- 
tivesign for BJP with stateas- 
sembly polls slated for Oct 
this year: The victory of Con- 
gress candidates has indicat- 
ed that Bhupinder Singh Hoo- 
da is the party's only crowd- 
puller in thestate. Mostoof the 
Congress tickets in Haryana 
were given on hisadvice. 

Hooda’s surprise pick, 
Satpal Brahamehari, from 
Haridwar, also surprised ev- 
eryone by registering victory 
in the Sonipat seat. His sur- 
prise pick from Gurgaon, Raj 
Babbar, lost to BUP’s Rao In- 
derjit Singh but gave a tough 
fight to the Union minister. 

All candidates of Indian 
National Lok Dal (INLD), 
which was once the state's 
main opposition party and its 
splinter group, Dushyant 
Chautalated JP which was a 
partner in power with BJP for 
the past four-and-a-half years, 
lost their deposits onalll seats. 

Prominent leaders who 
won in Haryana are Kumari 
Selja (Congress) from Sirsa, 
Hooda (Congress) from Roh- 
tak, Khattar (BJP) from Kar- 
nal, and both Union ministers 
— Rao Inderjit Singh and 
Krishan Pal from Gurgaon 
and Faridabad, respectively. 
‘Those wholost includeformer 
deputy PMDeviLal'sson Ran- 
jit Singh Chautala (BUP), for- 
mer Union minister Rattan 
Lal Kataria’s widow BantoKa- 
taria (BJP), former RS MP 
Sushil Gupta(AAP),Congress 
MLA Rao Dan Singh, and BJP 
MLA Mohan Lal Badoli. 


Banaskantha trips BJP’s hat-trick 


‘Tea TO! 


Gandhinagar: Amid electo- 
ral sethacks across the coun- 
try, Gujarat did not fail its 
nn-of-the-soil Narendra Mo- 
dias BJP won 25 out of 26 LS 
seats in the state. However, 
Gujarat was not totally im 
munetotheresurgenceof the 
opposition as Congress's Ge- 
niben Thakor wrested the Ba- 
naskantha seat from BJP af- 
ter a decade. This singular 
loss robbed BJP of ahat-trick 
of clean sweeps in Gujarat 

BJP had pocketed the Su 
rat seat even before votes 
were counted, with party 
candidate Mukesh Dalal 
being declared an uncontest. 
ed winner during the filing 
of nominations. 

Ridingon PM Modi’s guar- 
antees, BJP garnered a vote 
share of 62.5%, marginally up 


from 62,2% vote share in the 
2019 general election. Con 
gress’s vote share stood at 
31.5% in 23 LS constituencies 
in 2024 against 32.1% in 2019, 
when it fielded candidates on 
all 26 seats. AAP pocketed a 
vote share on the two 
seats itcontested as partof the 
INDIA bloc. Polling did not 
takeplaceontheSuratLSseat. 
alwarts of the saffron 
party put up a stellar per- 
formance, smashing electo- 
ral records on their way to 
emphatic wins. Union home 
minister Amit Shah stamped 
his dominion on the presti- 
gious Gandhinagar seat, de- 
feating Sonal Patel of Con- 
gress by a margin of 7.4 lakh 
votes, bettering his 5.6 lakh 
victory margin of 2019. 
Shah's victory margin was 
the second highest of the 2024 
general election in Gujarat. 
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of clean 


State BJP president C R 
Paatil broke his own record, 
winning the Navsari seat by 
lakh votes, trouncing 
ii of Congress. 
‘This was the highest winning 
margin in Gujarat and likely 
the fourth highest in the 2024 
general election across India. 

Union ministers Man: 
sukh Mandaviya and Par- 
shottam Rupala won from the 
Porbandar and Rajkot 
respectively. The Kshatriya 
agitation against Rupala’s 
anti-royal utterancesfailedto 
assertany bearing on the poll 
outcome as he defeated Con: 
gress’s Paresh Dhanani by an 
impressive marginof 4.5lakh 
votes. Mandaviya won the 
Porbandarseat withamargin 
of 3.8 lakh vote: 

In four seats, BJP candi- 
dates posted impressive wins 
with more than 5 lakh mar- 


sweeps 


gins. On 10 seats, howev 
BJP’s victory margins dwi 
dled in 2024 compared to the 
2019 general election. Geni 
‘Thakor won with the lowest 
margin of 30,406 votes in a 
nail-biting finish, 

Congress's INDIA bloc 
partner AAP failed torecorda 


sitting MLAs Chaitar 
va and Umesh Ma 
suffered comprehensive di 
feats at the hands of their BJP 
rivals. AAP’s Bharuch candi- 
date Vasava lost to BJP'stribal 


veteran Mansukh Vasava by 
85,696 votes amid resentment 
by family members of 
Congre 
tel 


te 
alwart Ahmed Pa- 
They were vociferous 
AAP being given Pa- 
seat, In the Bhavna- 
, AP's Makwana lost 
to BJP’s Nimu Bhambhaniya 
by 4.6lakh votes, 


Panthic politics back with Amritpal, Beant’s son 


Teau TO 


Chandigarh: The intense 
multi-cornered contest in 13 
parliamentary constituencies 
in Punjab amid sweltering 
heat culminated in Congress 
winning seven constituencies, 
ruling Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP) three, Shiromani Akali 
Dal (SAD) one. Two independ- 
ent candidates, including 
jailed pro-Khalistan Sikh 
preacher Amritpal Singh from 
Khadoor Sahib, also won. 
Former Prime Minister In 
dira Gandhi's assassin Beant 
Singh’s son Sarabjit Singh 
Khalsa, is the second inde- 
pendent candidate who 
clinched the Faridkot (re- 
served) constituency on his 
main poll plank of seekingjus- 
tice for the October 2015 Guru 
Granth Sahib desecration case 
at Bargari. The results of Kha- 
door Sahib, Faridkot and San- 
grurconstituencieshighlights 
simmering discontent among 


Sikhsagainst traditional polit- 
ical parties. 

Amritpal Singh, who con- 
tested asan independent, won 
the Khadoor Sahib seat by the 
highest margin in Punjab — 
over 1.97 lakh votes. Former 
chief minister and Congress 
candidate Charanjit Singh 
Channi won the Jalandhar 
(reserve) by over 1.75 1: 
votes. However, Congress’ 
Sher Singh Ghubaya just 
managed to scrape through, 
beating AAP's Jagdeep Singh 
Kaka Brar; by the lowest mar- 
gin of 3,242 votes. 

‘The SAD and the BJP con- 
tested thiselection withoutalli- 
ance for the first time since 
1996. Though the BJP failed to 
retain its two existing seats of 
Gurdaspur and Hoshiarpur, it 
succeeded in increasing its vote 
share to 18.56% against SAD's 
13.42%, which points to BUP's 
consolidation of Hindu votes. 

Out of seven sitting MPs 
who were renominated by 
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their parties, only three- garh Sahib), and Congress’: 

SAD's Harsimrat, Con- GurjitSingh Aujla(Amritsar) 
gress’s Dr Amar Singh(Fateh- —could save their seats. Con- 


gress’s sitting MP from 
Anandpur Sahib, Manish 
Tewari, who was contesting 
from Chandigarh this time, 
was successful, but with a 
very slim margin. 

A total of 12 MLAs, includ- 
ing five cabinet ministers of 
the AAP government, were in 
fray in the June 1 Lok Sabha 
elections. Of these, only one 
cabinet minister and Barnala 
MLA Gurmeet Singh Meet 
Hayer could win his Sangrur 
constituency. Other than Meet 
Hayer, only two MLAs were 
successful—Congress’s Dera 
Baba Nanak legislator Sukh- 
jinder Singh Randhawa (Gur- 
daspur) and Dr Raj Kumar 
Chabbewal, who waselectedto 
assembly on Congress ticket 
and now has won the Lok Sab- 
haseaton AAPticket. 

Also, Vidhan Sabha speak- 
er accepted the resignation of 
AAP’s Jalandhar West MLA 
Sheetal Angural, who joined 
B4P before the Lok Sabha polls. 


Rumble in the Valley as Mehbooba, Omar lose 


‘eau TOI 


tions held after the 
abrogation of Article 
0 and bifurcation of J&K 
into two Union territories 
five years ago delivered un- 
expected results. Former 
CMs Omar Abdullah of Na- 
tional Conference (NC) and 
Mehbooba Mutti of Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) 
conceded defeat even before 
the counting of votes con- 
cluded on Tuesday. 

BJP maintained _ its 
stronghold in Jammu region 
Union minister Jitendra 
Singh, seeking his third con- 


Tiers Lok Sabhaelec- 
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secutive term, won in Ud- all three seats in the valley, 
hampur, while party col- while BJP won both seats in 


league and sitting MP Jugal 
Kishoreretained Jammu. 
In 2019, 


Jammu region 
InLadakh, nowaseparate 


had secured Union territory the lone seat 


went to independent candi- 
date Mohmad Haneefa, a for- 
merNCmember who contest- 
edafter leaving the party with 
the entire unit from the Shia- 
majority Kargil region. Ha- 
neefa triumphed over Tser- 
ing Namgyal of Congressand 
BJP’s Tashi Gyalson. 

In the Srinagar Lok 
Sabha seat, NC’s Aga Roo- 
hullah Mehdi defeated PDP 
youth president Waheed 
Para. Mehdi pledged toraise 
the abrogation of Article 
370, saying: “I will take the 
people’s voice to Parliament 
and seek its restoration. 
‘This mandate increases my 
responsibility. 


PDP chief MuftilosttoNC 
candidate Mian Altaf Ahmad 
in Anantnag-Rajouri. In Ba- 
ramulla, former MLA and in- 
dependent candidate Sheikh 
Abdul Rashid, also known as 
Engineer Rashid and cur- 
rently incarcerated in Delhi's 
‘Tihar jail ina terrorist-fund- 
ing case, defeated NC vice- 
president Abdullah. People’s 
Conference president Sajad 
Gani Lone came third. 

Rashid, arrested by NIA 
in 2019, is the first main- 
stream politician to be 
charged under the anti-ter- 
rorism UAPA. His sons — 
Abrar and Asrar — cam- 


paigned on hisbehalf. 


It’s 1-1in Goa 
as BJP fails 
southern test 


Team TO! 


Panaji: Weighed down by dis- 
trust and disenchantment, 
BUP failed to lift itself despite 
PM Modi'’s two rallies in three 
months, asitallowed Congress 
todefend its South Goa seat. 
The verdict also put paid to 
BUP’s efforts to send Pallavi 


as the party's first 
woman Lok Sabha member 
from Goa. Pallavi lost to Con- 
gress’ Capt Viriato Fernandes 
byamargin of 13,535 voté 

A missive from the arch- 
bishop of Goa and Daman 
proved to beone of the turning 


| Goa | 2 SEATS 


TURNOUT — fepoins) 
76.1% 


Seats 


Vote Share (%) 
2019 2019 


BIP 1 1 8| 519 
1 | 1 |397| 436 


points, as Salcete taluka over- 
Wwhelmingly votedagainst BJP. 
The anti-BJP — sentiment 
among the ST community also 
contributed to the loss. 

The only solace for BJP 
was that it retained its North 
Goa citadel, with Union min- 
ister Shripad Naik securing 
the seat for a historic sixth 
term, witha record margin of 
12 lakh votes against former 
Union minister Ramakant 
Khalapof Congress. BJPstate 
president Sadanand _Shet 
‘Tanavade blamed the South 
Goa loss on consolidation of 
voteson religious lines. 
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Poll Guarantees Lift Cong 


Vote Share, Stop 
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Capt Viriato 
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BY 
13,535 


VOTES 


BJP March 


Team TO! 


Bengaluru: Themuch-hyped 
five poll guarantees an- 
nounced by Congress have 
boosted the party’s vote share 
in Karnataka but they failed 
tohelp it win enough seats. 

Congress washopingthat 
its schemes—free bus rides 
for women, free electricity, 
free rations, and allowances 
for women and unemployed 
youths—for which state govt 
earmarked Rs 52,009 crore in 
the budget, along with the Rs 
Lakh offer to women heads 
of family in itsnationalman- 
ifesto, would influence vot- 
ersand help itreach the dou- 
ble-digit mark, But the party 
fellshort by oneseat, 

Despite the focus being 
on women, the party did not 
see an uptick in the number 
of seats it won, The vote- 
share difference of less than 
1% between Congress and 
BJP spoke volumes, 

BJP’s ‘Modi ki guaran 
tee’, in response to Con- 
gress’s guarantees, worked 
for the saffron party in secu- 
ring 17 constituencies, 
though it failed to reach the 
target of 20-plus seats. BJP 
crafted a narrative challeng- 
ing the guarantee schemes, 
claiming that these welfare 
iatives, though appeal- 
re being funded at the 


ssentials and hampering 
development works. 
While Congress perform: 
ed well in the north and cen- 
tral Karnataka regions, win- 
ning’ of the 14seats, itfailed 
to deliver in the Vokkaliga- 
dominated south where it se- 
cured only twoof the14seat 
In 2019, BJP won 12 seat 


in 
thesouthand 14 in thenorth. 


| KARNATAKA | 28 SEATS 
2024 2019 


Seats 
ray 2019 
BP wv | 2 
Jos | 2 | 
Congress | 9 1 | 
Others | o | 


ay 


Vote Share (%) | TURNOUT 
2019 70.6% 

46.1 | 517 | frome 

a 

45.4 | 321 ma 
64 


Senior party functionar- 
ies said Congress this time 
managed to win the maxi- 
mum seats in Kalyana Karna 
taka (Hyderabad-Karnataka), 
largely because of the consoli- 
dation of Muslim and SC/ST 
votes. While Muslim consoli- 
dation was on expected lines, 
the SC/ST consolidation was 
due to Congress central cam 
paign theme alleging that the 
Constitution (reservation) is 
under serious threat if BJP 
returned tooffice. 

‘After former Uttara Kan: 
nada BJP MP Anantkumar 
Hegde said the Constitution 
could be changed if BJP won 
a thumping majority in Par- 
liament, Rahul Gandhi and 
nior Congress func- 
es upped the rhetoric 
to specifically declare that 
this election was about pro- 
tecting the ‘samvidhan’ 
(Constitution) and ‘gareeb’ 


(poor). Though BJP denied 
Hegde a ticket and kept as- 
suring that the Constitution 
would remain untouched, it 
did not help its cause. 

In BJP’s stronghold of 
KitturKarnataka (Mumbai- 
Karnataka), Congress man- 
aged to wrest only Chikkodi, 
and it is being said that this, 
was largely due toa personal 
feud between the Jarkiholi 
brothers and women and 
child development minister 
Laxmi Hebbalkar, 

Party insiders revealed 
there was an unwritten rule 
wherein the Jarkiholi broth- 
ers, despite being indifferent 
parties, would support BJP 
in Belagavi and 
Chikkodi. Thisarrangement 
wasmadetoensure the victo- 
of PWD minister Satish 

's daughter Priya 
ka, and defeat Hebbalkar's 
son Mrunal, especially con 


helped the saffron party secure 
wins in 17 constituencies 


sidering her proximity to 
Congressstatepresidentand 
deputy CM DK Shivakumar, 
who has been actively in- 
volved in efforts to gain 
control over Belagavi. 
Another significant factor 
that worked in favour of Con- 
gress was the display of unity. 
BJP had hoped to exploit the 
differences between chief 
minister Siddaramaiah and 
Shivakumar. However, Con- 
gress made sure to exhibit 
enough camaraderie, both 
publicly and internally Both 
leaders took part in joint cam: 
paigns across the state. 
Following a disappoint 
performance in last 
ssembly elections, the 
saffron party was hoping for 
a resurgence in the state un 
der the new leadership of 
state BUP president BY Vi- 
jayendra, son of former CM 
BS Yediyurappa, by sing! 
handedly winning over 20 
seats. Yediyurappa had 
fought against all odds to se- 


ing 


cure the Karnataka BJP 
chief post for his son. Howe 
er, theresultshave turned out 
to be a mixed bag, thanks to 
infighting within the party. 

‘The father-son duo failed 
to prove their influence over 
the party in north Karnata- 
ka, where the major Lin- 
gayat community to which 
they belong, resides. 

Siddaramaiah and Shiv- 
akumar, who were vying to 
prove their mettle in south 
Karnataka, have failed to 
make a significant impact. 
However, it was AICC chief 
Mallikarjun Kharge who 
stole the march, ensuring a 
big victory for the party in 
Kalyana Karnataka. 

Nevertheless, the results 
proved that the alliance be- 
tween BJP and JD(S) proved 
helpful for both parties to 
check Congress dominance 
in the Vokkaliga-dominated 
areas of the Old Mysuru re 
gion. Though they lost Has- 
san, political pundits attri- 
bute the negative result more 
to JDXS) candidate Prajwal 
Revanna than the parties. 

‘The biggest setback has 
been for Shivakumar, who 
he Vokkali- 
ing influence 
family inthe 
assembly polls held last year. 
‘The community seems to be 
miffed with the Congress 
govt over a host of issues in 
the past 12months, including 
thecaste census report. 

‘The 2024 poll outcome in 
thestatealso clearly indicates 
that Karnataka has voted dif: 
ferently in national and state 
elections. Since 2004, Karna- 
taka voters have consistently 
supported the saffron party, 
even during the Congress-led 
UPA govt's strong perform- 
ances in 2004 and 2009. 


For first time in God’s Own Country, lotus 


blooms as Left wilts, UDF retains its share 
20 SEATS 


‘Tea TO! 


Kochi: UDF won 18 out of 20 
seats in Kerala, almost mir- 
roring its 191 sweep in 2019, 
but the jubilation was over- 
shadowed by nothing short of 
a historic BJP win in Thris- 
Sur; a prestigious constituen- 
cy with almost 50% minority 
votes and where the three-cor- 
nered contest was supposed to 
underline that, try as they 
might, the saffron party's po- 
larising polities had no place 
in this progressive’ state. 
‘The UDF won by an 
above-tlakh margin in 11 of 18 
constituencies, including in 
Wayanad where Rahul Gand- 
hi trumped his nearest rival 
Annie Raja of CPI by 3,64,422 
votes, UDF’s second-biggest 
partner Muslim League 
retained its stranglehold on 


From 2019 


2024 TURNOUT = (% 
71.3% Pood once 
ween) 

Seats | Vote Share (%) 

ray Fino pe 

cong | 14 | 15| 354 | 375 

wm. | 2 | 2| 55 

uoFoth"| 2 | 2| 9.0 | 46 

ut | 1 | 1 | 258 | 321 

ep =| 1 | 0 | 16.7 | Bo 

mnt others | 0 | 0 | B 


itsfiefs Malappuram and Pon 
nani—winning by margins of 
2,98,303 and 2,34,778 votes, re- 
spectively—amidst  specula- 
tion that LDF was making 


substantial inroads among 
Malabar Muslims, In Thiru 
vananthapuram, three-time 
Congress MP Shashi Tharoor 
survived an early scare by 


finally defeating his nearest 
rival Rajeev Chandra: 
of BJP by 
fall from his handsome 90,000 
plus margin in 2019. 

‘The LDE in contrast, bare- 
ly saved face with a win at the 
Alathur reserved seat where 
K Radhakrishnan, a minister 
in the Pinarayi cabinet, won 
by 19,587 votes and came ex- 
cruciatingly close at Attingal, 
its candidate losing by just 
1,708 votes. Alathur, interest- 
ingly, also saw the largest 
number of NOTA votes in the 
state at 12,033. The LDF’s Lok 
Sabha campaign, led by the 
chief minister from the front, 
had banked on an aggressive 
strategy to cast itself as the 
sole protector of minorities 
and champion of secularism 
but failed miserably. 

‘The bulk of Muslim and 


Christian votes appeared to 
have gone UDF's way. 

BJP-led NDA had put upa 
stiff fight in all 20 constituen- 
cies this time and had expect: 
ed to come a close second in 
‘Thiruvananthapuram — and 
‘Thrissur. In the event, actor- 
turned politician Suresh Go- 
pi's triumph in Thrissur by a 
margin of 74,686 votes was as 
surprisingas sensational 

Surprising, because he 
was ranged against two for- 
midable candidates, while 
39% of the electorate in the 
constituency comprises mi 

ity votes—16% Christian 
Muslim votes. BJP 
had pursued an aggressive 
statewide strategy of seeking 
Christian support and it ap- 
pears to have paid dividends, 
especially among its more af. 
fluent sections in Thrissur: 
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40-40: TN voters give 


it all to 


Teau TO! 


Chennai: Forty out of forty. 
That's what Tamil Nadu chief 
minister M K Stalin told his 
party cadres last month, urg- 
ing them to ensure that DMK 
and itsallies winall the39Lok 
Sabha seats in the state and 
theoneinneighbouring Pudu: 
cherry. And INDIA bloc ticked 
all the 40 boxeson Tuesday. 

‘The big win in the three- 
cornered fight gives credence 
to the alliance’s ideological 
bonding strengthened by the 
common opposition to BJP. It 
also leaves ALADMK and BJP, 
former electoral partners, in 
doldrums to rethink their 
strategies before the 2026 as- 
sembly election. 

While AIADMK’s unim- 
pressive line-up failed to im- 
press the electorate, BJP 
couldn't do any better with its 
high-profile candidates like 
state president K Annamalai 
(Coimbatore), Unionminister 
L Murugan (Niligirs) and for- 
mer ‘Telangana governor Ta- 
milisai Soundararajan (Chen- 
nai South). Ousted AIADMK 
leader O Panneerselvam, who 
contes 
ram 
pendent, lagged behind DMK 
ally IUML's K Navaskani by a 
margin of more than 1.6 lakh 
(yetto beannounced). 

‘The counting gave some 
anxious moments to many 
candidates, After leading ini- 
tially, BUP’s Tirunelveli can- 
didate and MLA Nainar Na- 
gendran fell by the wayside 
and Congress candidate Rob- 
ert Bruce won by more than 
16 lakh votes, AIADMK ally 
and r 
candidate Vijay 
maintained a lead over his 
Congress rival Manicka Ta 
gore, who finally registered a 
thin margin of more than 
4,000 votes. PMK’s Dharmapu- 
ricandidateand Sowmiya An. 
bumani (NDA) gave a tough 
fight to DMK’s A Mani before 
losing by a margin of 21,000 
votes. At the end of counting, 
DMK’s Ganapathy Rajkumar 
was ahead of Annamalai by 


MK alliance 


SUN-RISE CONTINUES IN TAMIL NADU 


more than one lakh votes. 
a divided opposi- 
tion and a vitriolic anti-NDA 
campaign that centred on al: 
legations of divisive-commu. 
nal politics by BJP and Cen- 
tre starving state of funds 
helped INDIA bloc’s success 
in 'TN. Stalin's strategy to 
show his priorities of 
politics and governance 
helped win over the Tamil au 
dience, In Puducherry, 
Congress candidate and sit- 
ting MP V Vaithilingam won, 
beating his BUP rival A Na. 
massivayam by a margin of 
aroundonelakh votes. 

As soon as the trends 
showed INDIA blocleading in 
most of the constituencie 
Stalin visited hisfatherM 
runanidhi'smemorialon Ma 
rina beach in Chennai and 
paid hisres 
evening, Si 
my height, 
ther's famot 
asked about his aspi 
id probability of his 
ingaroleatthenational level. 

Stalin will leave for Delhi 
on Wednesday morning to 
take part in the INDIA bloc 
meeting. He thanked his alli 
ance leaders and cadres 
their efforts “to defeat fas- 
cism and tosafeguard democ- 
racy and the Constitution’ 

In the 2019 Lok Sabha 
polls, the DMK-led alliance 


bucked the national trend to 
win 38 seats in TN, leavingon- 
ly the Theni seat to the then 
united AIADMK in the com- 
pany of BJP andgrabbing the 
lone Puducherry seat as well. 
With the 2024 Lok Sabha poll 
victory in ‘TN, Stalin h 
pulled off a hattrick with h 
suce in 2019 and 2021 (as- 
sembly election) after taking 
over the DMK reins, Party 
colleagues and allies say the 
victory is a referendum for 
Stalin’s governance, 

In the opposition camp, 
while AIADMK rejoiced its 


second position with an 
overall vote share of 20%, 
having contested ts, the 
BJP was muted in its celebra- 


tion, having lost all the 19 
seats it contested. 

‘The opposition contest 
and campaign centered on 
“exposing” DMK and Stalin 
with attacks on their failure 


to keep the pre-poll promises 
‘ticing corruption 
The 


and pra 
and dynasty. polities 
“DMK files’ (audio rec 
ings of alleged conversa: 
tions of some DMK funetion- 
aries), allegations of misgov- 
ernance, poor law and order, 
arrest and IT’ searches of 
senior ministers and 
charges of nepotism follow- 
ing the elevation of Stalin's 
son Udhayanidhi failed to 
cut ice with the electorate. 


| TAMIL NAL T | 39 SEATS 


2024 
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TURNOUT fern 
69.7% 
Party Seats |Vote Share (%) 
EQ 2019 EE 2019 
Cong 9 | 8 | 107 | 126 
DMK | 24 335 
aioMK| o | 1 | 205 | 194 
BP o | o | m2| 36 
PMK o | o | 43| 54 
Left 4 | 4 | 46 | 48 
VCK 2 1 22 12 
MDMK 1 0 12 NA 
UML 1 1 12 lu 
Others 0 18.4 


In T battle, saffron hue wipes out pink 
party; Cong’s honeymoon continues 


Team TO! 


Hyderabad: For thefirsttime 
since the formation of Telan- 
gana in 2014, Congress and 
BJP have become dominant 
political forces in the state, 
both sharing the spoils of the 
2024 Lok Sabha elections with 
eightseatseach of the17upfor 
grabs. This was largely a re- 
sult of a formidable force like 
the BRS beingdecimated. 
BJP'sperformanceisespe- 
cially remarkable given that it 
had no traditional base here 
like Congress. The four'seats it 
won in 2019 gave it hope of 
building a base in the south- 
ern states beyond Karnataka 
and the party started working 
towards making it a gateway 
to the south, BJP was eying 10 
seats but managed eight. BJP 
had won only one seat in 2014 
and four in 2019. While it re- 
tained four—Adilabad, Niza- 
mabad, Karimnagar and Se- 


| TELANGANA| 17 SEATS 


2024 

Seats 
Party a 2019 
BIP a | 4 
Cong ca a a | 
BRS |-o | 9 | 
Others | ian San | 


2019 


Vote Share (%) | TyRNouT 
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401 298 (% points) 
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cunderabad—it added Mal- 
kajgiri, Chevella, Mahbubna- 
gar and Medak to its tally: 


‘The saffron party swept 
the Greater Hyderabad re- 
gion, leaving only Hyderabad 


forAsaduddin Owaisi. 

Congress rode the honey- 
moon period it was enjoy 
since winning the assembly 
election in Dec last year. In 
2014, it had got only two seats 
and three in 2019. 

The Lok Sabha polls 
outcome strengthens chief 
minister A Revanth Reddy 
who also heads the Telanga- 
na Congress unit. Revanth 
had openly declared that 
these results were a 
referendum on state govt’s 
performance and projected it 
asa battle between Congress 
and BJP, while dismissing 
BRSasa ‘fringe player’. 


Team TO! 


Hyderabad: Thelast-minute 
electoral patch-up with BJP 
and a return to the NDA fold 
has resulted in a windfall for 
‘TDPin AndhraPradesh. Ital- 
so brought forth the fact that 
TDP has always won big 
whenever it went to polls in 
alliance with other political 
parties in the past—whether 
BJP, Jana Sena, Left, Janata 
Dal, BSP or Janata Party. Ex- 
cept for an occasion or two, 
TDP did not fight any poll 
without having an electoral 
understanding with others 
since its formation in 1982. 


BRS had 11 seats in 2014and TDP, which parted ways 
nine in 2019 but drew a blank | withtheBJP-ledNDA in2018, 
this time. Thisistheonlyelec- | was virtually in political 


tion where the pink party 
could not win a single seat 
since its inception in 2001, los- 


oblivion and was kept wait- 
ing by BJP national leader- 
shiptill theeleventh hour. 


ingeven the Medak seat, which Like in the past, the poll 
BRS supremo K Chandrashe- | alliance paid rich dividends 
kar Rao had won in 2014. not only to TDP and Jana Se- 
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2024 


Seats Vote Share (%) 
Pay 2019 2019 
BIP 3 0 3 10 
TOP | 3 378 40.2 
ysrcp | 22 | 396 499 
Congress | 0 o. | 2 13 
Others | Lo | 76 


Chandrababu Naidu plays his cards 
right, catapults onto national stage 


na, but also to BJP, which has 
anegligible presence in And- 
hra Pradesh. In fact, TDP 
president and chief minis- 
ter-in-waiting N Chandraba. 
buNaidwhasalsoemergedas 
a key player in national 
politics. While YSRCP, which 
fought the polls alone, could 
win in four of the 25 Lok 
Sabha seats in the state, TDP 
and its partners won 21, 

The election was not 
fought on any major issues in 
Andhra Pradesh, Even the 
majordemand in2014and2019 
polls—special status for 
AP—had taken a back seat in 
2024. But a silent anti-incum- 
bency waveandlackof visible 
development in the past five 
years were Jagan’s undoing. 

Anover-confident YSRCP 
relegated Jagan’s father, late 
YS Rajasekhar Reddy, to the 
back seat during the cam- 
paign, which also did not go 
down well with the voters, 
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Le) nationally by over 2 


percentage points. The 
saffron party's loss of vote 
share was significant in 
Rajasthan and Haryana, 
falling to 49.2% and 46.1% 
HERE SEATS FLIPPED from 58.5% and 58%, 


208, with as many as 88 Cong 2024 
seats flipping from BJP to 
Congress and other INDIA 
allies. In UP, saffron seats 
went to SP and Cong while <~ 
in Andhra, NDA ally TDP 


the twists and turns of 
a nail-biting IPL finish. 
TOI brings you the 
highlights and 


2019 22,97985 Cong 13,80,226 
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Record Set @ 2) Lessthan 1,000 | 3 
@ 28 1,000-10,000 37 ‘THE WINNING MARGIN J 5 * Others} 35 | 32 | 10 | 1 mc | 23] 19 
sta F em 64 = 10,000-50,000 97 ee B P; Cong, SP Gain Belt Loss For BJP 

Close contests, where the margin Same VOTE SHARE 
was less than 10,000 votes dipped mmm 79 50,000-1 lakh 120 Seat! While BJP won 46 of 84 SC om as sea Continuing the trend from 2019, es 
over 2019, as did big winners who ee 239 iakito3lakh = 232 seats back in 2019, it could BJP lost some Muslim-influence 
won by more than 3 lakh votes. One gm 127 3lakhtoGlakh | 67 manage only 29 of them this sc st seats, again mostly in Uttar 
of the most exciting results was in © 4° Over6lakh | 7 time and BSP scored a duck. 356 tCtCSY | 416 


Pradesh. From 48 seats in 2019, the =~] | 373 
Congress and SP seemed to saffron party fell to 37, including We 
have gained from the loss, the loss of 7 seats in the Hindi belt. 159 Rahul Gandhi, 


29.3 
winning 20 Trinamool Congress, n3 who has been an 
and 7 seats, 2.1 172 pao! Congress and Samajwadi MP since 2004, 
Power respectively. . Party improved their is 53 years old 
TMC won 6. Enside shy trom the last LS 
Edge : 4 
412 9 


Mumbai North West where the Sena 
(UBT) candidate was declared to 
have won by one vote before 
Ravindra Waikar of Sena (Shinde) 
clinched it with 48 votes. 


An increase in 
population and 
polling have led to 
victory margins 
rising over time 


Record margin won by 
‘Shankar Lalwani of BJP in Indore 


Play 3 5p also lost polls, winning 23, 14 and Sf 


* ST support, 28.4 11 seats, respectively. AV iE OF PARLIAME! IS 
Ri pea) 
es ina use H Highest Vilas : scoring 24 \ Muslims, like Dalits, ignored 2 
VOTING TURNOUT : 363 SEATS wien Margins... 2 mj, Pm Ksarae Asati Congress more tha | Mayawati's BSP Es Not Youngest, Oldest 
bioheR ie H 2024 MARGINS (in lakh) Paswan Gandhi teal doubled its tally to win 13. 2 Out . . 
Number i eon = seat? tual 4 Candidates Win 
anjeevi H 
a INC 60 H tow HIGH Rao . — = H 
Game | _ ; De. me H MARGIN bars SHARE OF WOMEN IN LOK SABHA bey pete b39% | Congress's Sanjna Jatay, SP’s Pushpendra ‘ie _— 
THAN 2019 Others { Singh . % > {| Saroj and Priya Saroj became the youngest 
Turnout repetelly made f te g seis Adnutahshc a ibe Maiden Ist Poll After Women’s ; | anldatestowinstas years we Dukes exalt 
headlines these elections, os ans f 4 16 by 7.4 lakh votes in Gandhinagar, one Over Bill B t N Bi Ch In 1989, the share x 's | TRBaalu (82) became the oldest. 
from low participation in the ¢ wie el A of the highest margins in 2024. He y ju 0 1g ange of woman MPs was 2 H TMC 578 
first few phases to allegations ¢ ° a eet bettered his 2019 record of 5.5 lakh 55% : é% ——— sP 535 
against EC of delaying release ‘ P From the available data for 537 seats, = ss | LokSabha % 
of final figures. The searing ies $ 1 aye ee ee 75 woman MPs have been elected | wasthe! Bl oe 
heatwave in the north affected H in the first polls since the Women’s Q 5 + nf Youngest Se = $4.7yrs 
polling percentages. y H Reservation Bill was passed by » s f Ser a | e 
~ 160 SEATS were H az 2) Boi tee a M0 202) Th Ae 26 1B Parliament. Barely 14% of MPs, the 4 2 Fe z | 464 | 
y § ngress “ : 
oe baie _ @ e oe) e. e ~* e Py number buttresses the importance 3.2% vomali candglates| ie sy eats A : 
H ] and urgency of ss as % of total | & - 
5 i H ee ‘ implementing = Poy 
H : H 
tump as | ¢ ..And The : fica the law. LSconstituencieshad Mee - | 
{ é Lowest Victory Margin | Ravindra Dattaram Waikar ro women candi H 
Gikars H L t i zero women candidates ' 
H Owes! Shiv Sena (Shinde), Mumbai North West this poll season H 
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Samvidhani: A rare 
occurrence, all parties are on 


Tk Tk Bi . 2024 Mangalsutra: The centrepiece of Tempo: Move over suitcases, the new Ration: Tis the season of Fish/mutton/biryani: whether it was Washing machine: Once Pen d No less than Buffalo: If stray cows and the Sechas ue this eh 
mpo 10 biryani, description of the caste many a Bollywood climax scene cash vehicle is here. PM Modi’s swipe at the | giving. BIP's Covid offer of free RID leader Tejashwi Yadav's fish fry or the a symbol of prosperity in indian 25,000 pen drives left at bus beef took up mindspace in the want to change it, we don’ 
e é census as an ‘X-ray of the where it defeats everything from bad opposition that tempos full of currency ration for over 80 crore people Rahul-Lalu mutton biryani tie-up, BJP found households, the washing machine stops, 2,900 obscene videos, 2019 elections, the animals of everybody is saving it, never 
Campaign In 9 Objects country’ turned a medical intentions to evil cosmic forces, the notes were reaching them from Adani- was extended in Nov 2023 for meaty matter for its campaign missiles. is now laundering stains of a and a midnight flight ona interest (AOI) this time rng He who or what. INDIA 
tool into a formidable mangalsutra became the theme of Ambani didn’t just stir up a 5 years, with the hope that the Tejashwi was described as ‘insensitive’ and different kind. From memes diplomatic passport. There was around were buffaloes loc alleged that BJP was aiming 
scanning device that, he many of Modis speeches, the Tum vivid image, but also his duo of ‘rashan-shasan’ would ‘seasonal sanatani’ for sharing visuals of of netas looking into washing sex and dhokha, and no love and camels. Explaining © for 400-plus seats so that they 
claimed, would ensure an essence being, ‘beware of those who opponents who dared him to woo voters. INDIA bloc tried to non-vegetarian fare during Navratri. He, in machines from plane windows lost, as polls in Karnataka inheritance tax, PM Modi * Could remove the provision for 
equitable society. Modi will snatch the mangalsutra from our ( order a probe. That said, up this by promising to double turn, questioned the ‘low IQ’ of BJP netas to the actual gadget being perched heated up with allegations of a warned that if people had reservation in the Constitution. 
countered by saying that mothers, sisters and daughters’. tempos, minivans and other the ration (10kg) if it is voted to who were campaigning as he was for the ona stage, opposition parties sex abuse scandal involving two buffaloes, Congress The saffron party hit hack saying 
the ‘shehzaada’ was Countered by Priyanka Gandhi's — * vehicles evidently had a busy office, along with cash doles and votes of Nishads — a caste traditionally had a field day with jibes former PM H D Deve Gowda’s would take away one by oppn govts had already violated 
planning a wealth X-ray. emotional pitch of how her mother run ferrying not just cash, but other freebies. Dal-chawal is not linked to fishing — in Bihar. The next course about corruption charges being son and grandson. Among levying a tax on assets. In the Constitution by introducing 
Alas, there is no X-ray to sacrificed her mangalsutra for the liquor, gifts and gold across the country. just comfort food for the of political discourse: UP CM Yogi Adityanath ‘cleaned’ in the ‘BJP machine’. But unanswered questions: who left his trademark repartee, religion-based reservation. 
heal our fractured political country. Either way, Nirupa Roy Seizures by Election Commission added up stomach, it seems to be way to and PM Modi saying Congress would feed in politics, unlike in advertising, the pen drives unattended and former Bihar CM Lalu Yadav Never has the C-word been 
landscape would have approved to Rs 4,658 crore even before polling began the voter's heart biryani to terrorists if voted to office ‘daag achche nahin hain’ who circulated them? offered Modi his camel bandied about'so much 


From the useful washing machine to the ubiquitous 


tempo on the roads, some objects have been 
elevated politically this election season. An X-Ray, 
for instance, doesn’t just show up bones and cracks 
doctors want to see, but apparently, also the plot 
and party pad you don't particularly want the govt 
to see. TO! takes a look at innocuous articles that 
have been converted into campaign ammo 
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Pawan Kalyan 
JanaSena 
Vanga Geetha 
Viswanath 
YSRCP 


BY 
70,279 


VOTES 


LOCAL NETAS 


Nara Lokesh 
TDP 


Murugudu Lavanya 


LOST TO 


Gari 
TDP 


By 
18,860 


VOTES 


Amzath Basha 
YSRCP 


Madhavi Reddappa 


BID 
LOST TO 


Pradyumna Kumar, 


Bikram Arukha 


Sarat Pattanayak 
Cong 


Rajendra 
Dholakia 
BID 


BY 
46,321 


VOTES 


Manmohan Samal 


BIP 
LOST TO LOST TO 


Byomakesh Ray 


BY 
1,916 


VOTES 


AP hits refresh button, Sea change in Odisha: BJP 


wave drowns BJD & Naveen 


TDP halts Jagannaut 


175 SEATS 


TET ANDHRA PRADESH 
‘Chandrababu_ 
Naidu is set t 
xan | A Total Swap Out 
becoming the 


first chief mini: 
sterof AndhraPradesh togeta 
fourth term with his landslide 
victory in the assembly elec: 
tions, His father-in-law and 
‘TDP founder NT Rama Rao 
had got three terms in united 
AndhraPradesh. 

Naidu also registered his 
eighth assembly win, making 
him the most senior politician 
inthestateassembly, 

‘The results saw another pi 
ece of history in making 
outgoing CM YS.Jagan Mohan 
Reddy losing the status of the 
leader of opposition in the 
new assembly as his party 
YSRCP could not win themini- 
mum 18 seats to get the status, 
In 1994, Congress, like the 
YSRCP this time, had lost the 
status of leader of opposition. 
NTR was then sworn in as the 
CM for the third time. 

‘The results mirrored the 
outcome of the 2019 polls with 
the TDP now taking the posi: 


Others 


‘Andhra Pradesh gave a resounding mandate to Chandrababu Naidu-led TDP with its allies, 
like JanaSena, also breezing home with handsome pickings 


@ TOP SnP @ysRCP @BIP 


heal 


tionof YSRCP'TDPand itsalli- 
ance partners, BJP and Jana 
Sena, have together now bag. 
ged 164 of the 175 assembly se- 

jeavingjust Ito YSRCP.Of 


76.6% 


SHARE OF CONTESTED SEATS WON 


6.9% 


4.6% 


h sete rae fei TOP won three of every four | Crashing to aheavy defeat, BJP’s 8 seats returned a 
podelections ’ | seatsit contested in Andhra | YSRCP's strike rate was _- meagre conversion ratio of 
"Anvanalyeis of three ditfe. | this time below 10% less than 5% in Andhra 

rent regions, Rayalaseema, 
and south and north coastal NO. OF VOTES IT TOOK TO WIN A SEAT 


Andhra, reveals that a silent 
anti-incumbeney factor cou- 
pledwithashift inthe traditio- 
nal vote bank (Muslims, Chris. 
tians and Dalits) of YSRCP re 
sulted in a big victory for the 
‘TDP-edalliance. 

Factors like super six pro- 
mises of the ‘TDP including 
free bus travel for women, in- 
crease in monthly pensions to 
the elderly and widows from 
Rs 3,000 to Rs 4,000, alliance 
with the BUP and Jana Sena, 
padayatra by his son and TDP 
leader Nara Lokeshandarrest 


overconfidence in the party le 
adership, wentagainst YSRCP. 
‘The results highlighted that 
women and working classes 
backed TDP despite YSRCP 
claiming that it had extended 
financial benefits to these sec 
tions of society. 

‘TDP has never won such 


of Naiduin thealleged skillde- 
velopment scam by the Jagan 
govt too worked in TDP's favo- 
ur, Near inaccessibility of Ja: 
gan to even his own MPs and 
MLAs, lack of a development 
narrative in major cities and 


massive electoral support in 
the last three decades. The on- 
ly time the party came close to 
such a landslide was in 1994 
when NTR won 216 of the 204 
assembly seats, Such was the 


endorsement by voters this ti- 


me that YSRCP lost all but two 
of its ministers—JaganandP 
Ramachandra Reddy. 

YSRCP lost its base even in 
places considered as its bas: 
tion — mainly in Rayalasee- 
ma. Thatthe Kapucommunity 
vote bank stood firmly behind 
‘TDP isevident from the outco- 
me in undivided East and West 
Godavari districts, where Ka- 
pus are numerically strong. 
‘The assembly elections also 
saw the emergence of film ac: 
tor-turned-politician Pawan 
Kalyanasanew political force. 


CEO Naidu books corner > 


office in Andhra & Centre 


Srikanth.Aluri@timesgroup.com 


ehasseen itall—froma 
H student leader to chief 

minister to kingmaker 
of central govts to being pus- 
hed into political wilderness 
and even to jail in an alleged 
corruption case, But the la- 
test victory in Andhra Pra- 
desh must be the most satisty- 
ing for N Chandrababu Nai- 
du, 74, the tech-savvy ‘CEO’ in 
alongtime. 

After winning the 2019 as- 
sembly polls, YS Jagan Mo- 
han Reddy and his YSRCP 
cadres ried torelegate Naidu 
to merely a Kamma commu- 
nity leader by attracting 
other communities with wel- 
fare schemes. But in the past 
year, Naidunotonly managed 
to break free of the shackles, 
he also stitched together an 
alliance with BJP and actor 
Pawan Kalyan's Jana Sena — 
a consolidated caste bloc aga- 
inst YSRCP. 

While Naidu will prefer to 
be the Andhra CM, he would 
onceagain don his old robe of 
a kingmaker at Centre with 
his16 Lok Sabha seats. He lost 
the role of a mover and sha- 
kerof central govts in 2004, af- 
ter the UPA came to power 
and Y $ Rajasekhara Reddy 
helmed a Congress win in 
united AP YSR and his welfa- 
re politics pushed Naidu into 
oblivion for two terms until 
heregained power in 2014. 

Just like former president 
Pranab Mukherjee, conside- 
red by some to be the ‘best pri- 
me minister India never had’, 
Naidu is one of the best tech- 
savvy PMs India never had. 
Mukherjee aspired to be PM, 


‘CAKEWALK: N Chandrababu Naidu celebrates with son and TDP 
national general secretary Nara Lokesh and family members 


but Naidu declined it in1996, 

Naidu was the convener 
of United Front (1996-98) and 
NDA (1999-2004). He was the 
most influential regional par 
tyleader back then. Heplayed 
akey role in choosing the PM 
candidatesand presidents du- 
ringcoalition govts. 

With AP having bifurea- 
ted and left with only 25 MP 
seats (42 before), and BJP for- 
minggovtatCentreonitsown 
post 2014, Naidu could not die- 
tate terms to the Union govt 
as in the past. His vision fora 
greenfield world class capital 
city for AP in Amaravati to 
compete with Hyderabad co- 
uld not fructify As a result, 
‘TDPlostthe2019pollsandhad 
just three MPsand23 MLAs. 

Naidu had revolted aga- 
inst NT Rama Rao over the 
latter's second wife Lakshmi 
Parvati’s increasing influen- 
ce in TDP affairs. Many 
MLAs backed the move and 
elected Naidu as their leader, 
After the successful intra- 
party coup, Naidu becamethe 


youngest CM of united AP at 
45 and won bouquets and 
brickbats. The concepts of go- 
od governance by integrating 
technology stood asa role mo: 
del for many states and at na- 
tional level. He is often consi- 
dered as one of the pioneers 
of IT in India on the admin: 
strative side by bringing in- 
dustry-friendly policies. Hy- 
derabad has developed into 
anIThuband themostattrac 
tive destination for invest- 
ments after his policies 
changed its face. 

He faced backlash from 
voters as his policies did not 
benefit them directly: As new 
CM, he will have two chal- 
lenges —find ways to genera- 
terevenues to fund the nume- 
rous welfare schemes that Ja- 
gan started during his term, 
together worth around Rs 2: 
lakh crore. He has promised 
toenhance theamountsonall 
schemes and add new ones. 
Hewillalsohavetoraisereso- 
urees and encourage inves- 
tors toreturn to Amaravati. 


TOP needed 1.1 lakh votes on average to win each seat; for YSRCP, it was 12-times that figure 


2024 2019 
Top} 1,13,959 
YSRCP| (12,0768 1,03,898 


The party had struggled for 10 
years to stay afloat but this ti: 
me it made it big at the hus- 
tings —both assembly (won 21 
seats)and Lok Sabha (two). Pa: 
wan had lost from the two pla. 
ceshecontested in 2019. Thisti- 
me, the 55-year-old won big 
from Pithapuram. 

BJP, which has negligible 
political base in AP, struck 
rich thanks to the alliance. It 
won seven assembly and three 
LokSabhaseats. Asin20\4and 
2019 polls, the Congress failed 


toopen itsaccount in the state. 


’ Jagan ‘splurge’ 
fails to dole 
out YSRCP win 


‘Samdani.MN@timesaroup.com 


0 doles do what netas 
I ») rant them to do? Not al- 


ways. That's what YS Ja 
gan Mohan Reddy learnt the 
hard way Chandrababu Naidu 
sweptaway all hopesof arerun 
by outgoing Andhra CM Jagan 
who was riding on the massive 
spending on a slew of welfare 
schemes. Now, they have not 
only left YSRCP in the dumps, 
theschemeshavecrippled AP’s 
economy too. 

While the people seemed 
clearly not content with ‘doles,’ 
Jagan's narrative on class war 
— that the polls in Andhra Pra- 
desh were fought between the 
poor led by YSRCP and feudal 
forces led by TDP — escalated 
tempers, prompting many elec- 
torstotake the side of ‘develop- 
ment’ and vote him out. 

Jagan, who marched to po- 
wer in 2019 following a historic 
padayatra, was accused of ra- 
rely coming out of his bunga- 
lowtomeet people. Even hismi- 
nisters and legislators compla- 
ined he was notaccessible. 

His social engineering ex- 
periments, too, distanced the 
party's strong voters from the 
influential caste groups. He 
blocked 50% of the posts in the 
nominated boards, corpora. 
tions, temple and market com- 
mittees for SC, ST, BC, and mi- 
norities. He also brought wo- 
men into the 50% reservation 
bracket inthenominated posts. 

Jagan’s village/ward vo- 
lunteer system to deliver govt 
schemes at the doorsteps of be- 
neficiaries seemed to have boo- 
meranged as party functiona- 
ries and cadres were kept out 
of this mechanism. They did 
not haveany roleand left upset. 


Team TO! 


JP isall set to form 
its maiden inde- 
pendent govt in 
Odisha, with the 
state voting for a 

change, bringingtoanendthe 

Biju Janata Dal’s unbroken 

24-year stint led by CM Nave- 

en Patnaik, 7. 

Riding anti-incumbency 
against Naveen, BJP—which 
had shared power with himas 
a junior coalition partner in 
Odisha from 2000 to 2009 — di 
ligently crafted its campaign 
trategy for a double engine 
govt, blending emotive issues 
like Odia asmita (pride), peo- 
ple's aspirations and the deci 
sive leadership of Prime Mi- 
nister Narendra Modi. BJP 
has bagged 78 seats, BJD 51, 
Congress 14 and CPM one, 
with three Independents 
completing the tally. Naveen 
himself lost one of the two se- 
ats, Kantabanji, but managed 
to win Hinjili making it his 
sixthstraight win. 

t's a vote for change. An 

entire generation of people in 

their early 40s or younger in 

Odisha has never seen a se- 

cond CM. Young voters clea 

ly wanted change,” said RK 

Satapathy, a retired professor 

of political science. 

BJP’s landmark victory 
thwarted Naveen’s ambition 
of becoming the longest-ser- 
ving CM in India, a milestone 
he would have reached by Aug 
this year: Naveen had never 
lost since he first fought the 
assembly polls in 2000. 

Modi and Union home mi- 
nister Amit Shah campaig: 
ned extensively in Odisha 
emphasizing on local con- 
cerns such as the missing ke- 
ys of the Ratna Bhandar, the 
sacred treasure trove of Lord 
Jagannath at the iconic Puri 
temple, the increasing influ- 
ence of Tamil Nadu-born IAS 
officer-turned-BJD strategist 
VK Pandian in Naveen's govt, 
and the CM'sdeclininghealth 
and advanced age. 

Asking people if they we- 
re ready for a CM from Tamil 
Nadu in Pandian, BJP promi- 
seda youngandnative Odia to 
occupy the position. 

Sensing that public senti- 
ments were turning against 
his confidante, just ahead of 
the final phase of the elec- 
tions on June 1, Naveen anno- 


Patnaik makes way 
for neo-naveen 


Ashok.Pradhan@timesgroup.com 


ecouldhaveetched hisna 
H me in the annals of Indi- 
a’selectoral history asthe 
country’s longest-serving CM if 
he had, yet again, won the polls 
in Odisha this time. But Naveen 
Patnaik—theman whoissaidto 
have been a reluctant politician 
who had no intention to join po: 
litics after his father Biju Patna- 
ik’sdeath27 yearsago—missed 
the milestone by a whisker. 
‘Trumped by BJP after close 
to two-and-a-half decades at the 
helm, Naveen fell short of for- 
mer Sikkim chief minister Pa- 
wan Chamling's term of 24 ye 
ars and 165 days. He could have 
gone past the post in Aug. 
People did not endorse Nave- 
en’s populist measures, like 
cash incentives for farmers, yo- 
uth and women, besides the pro- 
miseof freeelectricity for midd- 
le class. His governance model 
and work in health, education, 
and women empowerment fai- 


ODISHA | 147 SEATS 


Saffron Surge 


BJP and BJD first looked to join hands, but after alliance talks 
failed, the saffron party made an aggressive push in the 
coastal state, sending Naveen Patnaik’s party out of office 


u2z 9 
2019 

‘SHARE OF CONTESTED SEATS WON 
53.1% 34.7% | 9.5% 
Virtually non- BJD could win Once the main 
existent in 2019, only about a opposition, Cong 
BJP won over third of the saw its strike rate 
half the seats it seats asitceded | and vote share 
fought this time ground to BJP drop sharply 
NO. OF VOTES IT TOOK TO WIN A SEAT 


BJP needed a little less than 1.3 lakh votes to win each seat 
while the figure was close to 2 lakh votes for BJD 


2028 2019 
BD 198,087 9355 
Cong 

BP 1,29,036 


unced that Pandian was not 
his successor: Naveen also tri- 
ed to convince people that he 
is healthy enough to lead the 


“In the polls being held 
against the backdrop of failed 
coalition talks between BJP 
and BJD, the latter was in a 


cause BJP unilaterally with- 
drew from the alliance plan, 
citingdisagreements with the 
regional party on issues of 
Odia asmita and the welfare 
of thepeopleof Odisha,” Sata- 
pathy said, 

‘The shift from the long- 
standing BJD stint to a BUP- 
led govt isanticipated tobring 
about changes in various fa- 
cets of the state's develop- 
mentand governance, 

Speaking duringa victory 
celebration in the party office 
in Bhubaneswar, BUP’s natio- 
nal vice-president Baijayant 
Panda termed the day as “his- 
markingthebeginning 
of efforts for “a new Odisha 
for anew India” where “Odia 
asmita” remains important. 

‘The focus has now shifted 
to who may become the CM. 
Union minister Dharmendra 
Pradhan hasemerged topcon- 
tender though BJP central 
brass may well spring a sur- 
prise, BJD state chief Man: 
mohan Samal, who was also 
in the reckoning, lost the 
Chandabali seat by 1,916 votes, 

BJP’smanifesto promises, 
such as procuring paddy at Rs 
3,100 per quintal against the 
current minimum support 
price of Rs2,183, solidified far- 
mers’ support, while the Rs 
50,000 cash voucher pledge for 
women under the Subhadra 
‘Yojana eroded BJD's loyal wo- 
men voter base. BJP managed 
to connect itself with Odia 
sentiments by raisingthe Rat- 
naBhandar issue at Puri, 

Historically, Odisha has 
been governed by Congress- 
led govts for more than four 
decades and the Janata Dal 
(1977-1980 and 1990-1995). Re 
gional parties like the Swa- 
tantra Party and Utkal Cong 
ress have governed the state 
for approximately five years 
(1967-1971 and 1971-1972). 

‘The results have pushed 
BJD, which has dominated 
Odisha’s political landscape 
for nearly 25 years under Na- 
veen, to an existential crisis, 
Since he joined politics follo- 
wing his father Biju Patnaik’s 
demise in 1997, Naveen has al- 
ways been in the hot seat, first 
as Union minister from 1998 to 
1999and then as CM. 

Whether he will choose to 
become opposition leader or 
assign the responsibility to a 


state. But it was too late as vo- 
tershad made up their minds, 


ple’ 


‘MILESTONE MISSED: Naveen Patnaik 


led to boost party's prospects, 
Biju Swasthya Kalyan Yoja- 
na, which the BJD projected as 
superior to and more inclusive 
than the Centre's Ayushman 
Bharat, failed to make a mark. 
BJP had been criticising Nave- 
en fornot implementingthecen- 
tral schemeand “depriving” the 
people of Odishaof its benefits. 
The Odisha upset also puts a 
question mark on the acceptabi- 
lity of VK Pandian, who was 
considered by many as Naveen's 
successor. An entire generation 
in their 40s and below, who have 
only seen Naveen’s govt since 
they voted for the first time, will 
seeanew brandof politicsnow. 


weak position in termsof peo- 
perception. This is be- 


party colleague will be inter- 
estingto watch. 


‘The fall guy: will party 
pander to Pandian now? 


Ashok.Pradhan@timesgroup.com 


cluded a mock airline ticket for VK Pandian, 
“booked!' from Bhubaneswar to Tamil Nadu on 
the fictitious ‘BJDGo airlines for June4. 

Whilethe Tamil Nadu bornIAS-turned-politician 
may notleave his'karmabhoomi' Odisha, hedefinite- 
ly finds himself at a political crossroads following 
B4D’s massive poll debacle — both in the Lok Sabha 
andassembly polls — in Odisha. 

Pandian’s much-touted position as a key figure 
within the BJD has come under scrutiny. The party’s 
disappointing showing has|ed to spe- 
culation about his political trajecto- 
ry and the impact it may have on his 
influence within the organization. 

Pandian hadannounced he would 
quit politics if BUD failed toreturn to 
power with a three-fourth majority. 

He had dared Union minister 
Dharmendra Pradhan to adopt a similar stand if he 
lost. If Pandian does that, his political career would 
span just six months since he joined BJD in Nov last 
year after taking voluntary retirement from the ser- 
Vices. Pandian drew his strength from Naveen Patna- 
ik’s unfaltering faith in him. 

But now, many BJD functionaries who had remai- 
ned silent may speak out. They may question his ac- 
ceptabilityandrolewithin theparty. On theeveof the 
last-phase polls, Naveen had hurriedly announced 
Pandian will not succeed him, 


( sit BJP'screativesocialmediacampaignsin- 


Anew ‘pradhan’ in Odisha soon? 


Ashok.Pradhan 
@timesgroup.com 


uringoneof hispollral- 
‘Sie in Odisha, Union 
home minister Amit 


Shah credited his cabinet col- _CM'sjob. 

league Dharmendra Prad- Pradhan, 54, a 
han for leading the team that _ postgraduate from Ut- 
formed the manifesto for the _ kal University, has be- 


Odisha assembly elections 
this time. A few days later, 


With BJP securing majo- 
rity to form its first govt in 
Odisha, Union education mi- 
nister Pradhan has 
emerged as the top 
contender for the 


ena key lieutenant of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and 


Union defence minister Raj- Shah in the pastdecadeandis 
nath Singh indicated bigger _BJP’s most prominent face in 
role for Pradhan. the eastern coastal state. 


The manifesto that Shah 
credited Pradhan with, isone 
of the key factors that swung 
the result BIP’s way, 
with its promise of 
buying paddy at Rs 
3,100 per quintal, cash 
voucher of Rs 50,000 
to women under Sub- 
hadra Yojana and 
fight for Odiaasmita, 

Ang, it’snotjust the mani- 
festo. Pradhan joined forces 
with Modi and Shah to high- 
light two other issues that 


provided ammunition in 
BJP’s fight — attack on IAS- 
turned-politician VK Pandi- 
anasanoutsiderandtheemo- 
tive issue of “missing keys” 
tosacred Ratna Bhandar (tre- 
asure trove) at the Puri Ja- 
gannath Temple. 

Like in 2019, he played the 
lead role in managing BUP’s 
poll strategy this time too, in- 
cluding overseeing day-to- 
day affairs in the run-up to 
polls, apart from drawing up 
the manifesto. 
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Nehru/Gandhis ” e 


ie = Sen vehru Indira Gandhi eae Sonia Rahul Priyanka 
G} as Q ; Ansaris 
ss Ansari, Mukhtar Ansari, Sibgatullah (brothers), 
a al a. bat ‘Abbas Ansari, Suhaib Ansari (nephews) 


| Parivars 
2-* in Politics @ 


The politics of a country of now 137 crore people has been 
dominated by a few dynasties. What do Rahul Gandhi, Ginter altnaryan visa) Reha GDU sono vey Runa Ma 
Jyotiraditya Scindia, Nakul Kamal Nath, Sukhbir Badal, i 
Supriya Sule and Vaibhav Gehlot have in common? They 
» represent one of nearly 75 prominent political families (and 
this is not an exhaustive count) across the spectrum — 
barring the Left — found by TOI’s inhouse research 


Jai Inder Kaur Raninder Singh Tej Pratap Misa Bharti Rohini Acharya Tejashwi 


Ram Vilas (LIP) Pashupati Paras Chirag 


Uday Deb 


Manpreet Singh 


. Bikram Singh__qy7y—_Ganieve 
Harsimrat Kaur Majithia Kaur 


Kairons 
Partap Singh Kairon (former CM of Punjab), Surinder Singh Kairon (son of 
Pratap Singh), Adesh Partap Singh Kairon (grand son of Pratap Singh) 


“ANA 


Sorens 
: 
‘Anjan 
shibu GMM) A an) 


‘Abhay Singh 


‘Alay Singh (JP) 


. All state-level political families and several two-generation families (e.g. Pilots of Rajasthan or 
Dushyant (JP) Bahugunas ‘of UP) were excluded for reasons of space 
“f THarish Rao 
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JSantosh Kumar 
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K ravitha 
vatican Mirdhas 
Nathuram, Bhanu Prakash (son), 
Richpal, (nephew of Nathuram) 
Jyoti Mirdha (grand daughter of 


SON 
Nathuram Mirdha); Vijaypal Mirdha ‘Yashodhara Raje ‘Vasundhara Raje 4 r=] 


(son of Richpal Mirdha) * lyotiraditya Dushyant Singh 
\] Viiayraje Scindia L 


Chavans Cc) 
‘Shankarrao Chavan, 4 
‘Ashok Chavan, son (Former 


Patnaiks 


ae 


Biju Patna (81D) Naveen Patnaik 


CM of Maharashtra) 


Reddys Patnaiks 

YS Rajasekhara Reddy (Cong), JB Patnaik (Congress), 
YS Vijayamma YSR's wife, F 

YS Jagnmohan (YSR's son), YS Sharmila 

(YSR's daughter), YS Vivekanand Reddy | (Soumyaranjan’s elder brother) 
(YSR's brother) 


Raos 
NT Rama Rao (TDP), Nandamuri Harikrishna and 
Nandamuri Balakrishna, NTR’s sons, Daggubati 
Wy Purandeswari, NTR’s daughter, Daggubati 
| Venkateswara Rao, NTR's son-in-law, Nara 
~ *\ Chandrababu Naidu, NTR’s son-in-law 


ik (BJD) 


Deos 

Rajendra Narayan Singh Deo 
(Swatantra Party), grandsons 
Kalikesh and Arkesh (BJD), 


Ue Vis 6 SOO lat CAS 
Karunanidhi 
_~ AN 


; Rajendra's brother's son K V Singh 
‘ Deo (BJP), KV's wife Sangeeta (BJP) 
M Karunanidhi OM" ecm ———— 
Murasoli em «6 a Satpathys 
3 Ramalinga Reddy, Sowmya Reddy 
MiSsalin UUdhayanidhi Stalin Reddys _(aughter) *| \ 
Tarun Gogoi * Siddaramagouda, Shivananda Patil (son), —£3p— 
Patils ry] ) 7. 
¥ 
: : Jarkiholi Nandini Tathagatha 
> i 2 Laxmanrao, Satish, Balachandra, Ramesh Bhimashi satpathy Satpathy 
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Solankis 


Madhavsinh Solanki (Former CM), 
Bharat Solanki (Former MP) 


Chaudharys 
‘Amarsinh Chaudhary, 
Tushar Chaudhary 
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Politics Returns To New Reality For Modi Sarkar: Play Nice 


The Old Normal — 


BJP’s coalition govt must read i 
the verdict right: basics matter ; 


ndia’s voters can’t be taken for granted. An election where the 

outcome was widely held to bea foregoneconclusion, hasgivena 

result with many surprises, overturning many assumptions. 

None of the takeaways is brand new to Indian politics. But they 
were quite unexpected in 2024. 

End of exceptionalism | After a decade of single-party 
dominance, which led to successive majority verdicts in elections 
characterised by a pan-India theme, LS 2024 reverted to an earlier 
pattern. There wasn't a single overriding issue that animated the 
electorate. Neither did candidates fade into near-irrelevance in a 
presidential type of contest. In that sense, LS polls went back to 
being normal and should lead to the restoration of democracy’s 
checks and balances, 

Coalitions and allies matter | This is a natural extension of a 
return to the old way. Smartly constructed alliances worked well for 
both BJP and Congress. The best examples for the two parties were 
AP and UP, respectively. Conversely, avoiding an alliance with BJD 
in Odisha helped BJP cross a frontier in the state. 

For the first time since 2009, a new govt will be a coalition. Unlike 
the last twooccasions, allies cannot be brushedaside. They will havea 
say in critical decisions. Managing inconsistent demands from 
allies will beaskill that will have totakecentrestageagain. Therefore, 
we are now unlikely to see hugely disruptive decisions introduced at 
short notice. But that doesn’t preclude the likelihood of reforms, as 
coalition govts earlier have carried 
out significant changes. 

Messaging and reality need 
tobe insync| A look back at BUP’s 
campaign shows that the stated 
target of exceeding 400 seats didn't 
age well. Not only did it smack of 
taking the electorate for granted, 
but it may have also introduced a 
sense of complacency. Moreover, 
it provided opposition a tactical 
opening to stoke anxieties about 
the Constitution and reservation. 
The BJP messaging clearly didn’t hit home. GOI's jobs data shows 
that the benefits of high GDP growth have simply not percolated 
down. When Modiand BJP talked up their performance, it wasoutof 
sync with what the electorate was experiencing. If there’s a lesson 
here, it's that the messaging needs to be close to ground reality. More 
so, when there’s no overriding emotive theme. 

INDIA's tactical shrewdness | This was a coalition that seemed 
to be falling apart in the months leading up to the election. When one 
of its catalysts, Nitish, suddenly switched over to NDA, itseemed to 
symbolise the fragility of INDIA. It didn’t help that in Bengal TMC 
chose to goitalone. : 

Notwithstanding early setbacks, INDIA played its cards well. In 
UP it defied all odds. A state that was regarded as BJP’s trump card 
turned out to be its weakness, That was the case in Maharashtra too, 
giving INDIA a huge boost in the two largest states. In both states 
the alliance played a tactically smart game. It sidestepped BJP’s 
strength — Modi’s popularity — and stuck to local issues. As the 
campaign progressed, it began to have a more pronounced effect, 
and eastern UP turned in big gains for SP. 

Welfare and jobs | Welfare packages are now fairly standar- 
dised across political parties, Cash transfers to women, concessions 
on electricity consumption and subsidised or even free cereals 
arecommon tomostmanifestos and state govts. One takeaway from 
this election is that welfare packages, on their own, do not 
deliver, One example is AP where YSRCP received a drubbing in 
assembly and LS elections despite generous welfare measures. 
Even GOI had an extensive welfare package, underpinned by free 
cereals since 2020. 

Voters have clearly indicated that jobs and economic aspirations 
matter. India’s macroeconomic parameters are sound, and its 
economy is growing fast. However, unless this translates into 
greater opportunity for a burgeoning youth population anda belief 
that upward mobility is within grasp, a party in govt will be in trouble. 
The economic message from the results is that jobs matter. 


ok Sabha elections have given BJP-led NDA a 
weak mandate to govern, BJP has received its 
biggest jolt since 2014, having been humbled in 
its bastion of UP and many other sub-regions 
of west and north India. It no longer has a 

majority of its own, brought down by its own hubris. 

Gains elsewhere were not enough to compensate for 

the losses in its strongholds. 

‘The second big losers are the exit pollsters, 
who clearly suffered from confirmation biases 
and got theirnumbers badly wrong. In particular, 
their projections in UP, Maharashtra and Bengal 
were way off the mark. The other losers are 
candidates who did not belong to either BJP or 
opposition alliances. Gains made by 
INDIA bloc came not just at the cost of 
BJP butalsothird party candidates. India 
has become a two-front polity once more, 
as it was between 1998 and 2014, even though BJP has 
expanded its core vote base under Modi. 

But the big reality is reputational damage done to 
Modi. In a party used to giving him all credit for 
victories in the past, BJP’s inability toeven getasimple 
majority of its own cannot but weaken him politically, 
both inside his own party and in NDA. He cannot 
now govern with a PMO-centred decision-making 
apparatus. Of course, there is a chance that many new 
MPs (and smaller parties) can be enticed into BJP to 
give it more comfortable numbers in Parliament, but 
these numbers will be unstable. 

Congress and its alliance parties will be cock-a- 
hoop, having finally broken the jinx of the last decade 
andscoring wins in many partsof northand west India, 
including Haryana, Rajasthan, Maharashtra and UP. 
Mamata Banerjee’s TMC has delivered a huge defeat to 
BJP in Bengal. AAP will be less thrilled, having had to 
cede seats to its ‘ally’ Congress in Punjab. A resurgent 
SP will emerge as a big challenger to BJP in UP, posing 
problems for the double-engine sarkar. 

Consolation prizes for BJP came from Telangana 
and Odisha. Seat gains in Andhra Pradesh were largely 
because it made the right decision toally with TDP and 


Good Democratic Politics: Create Jobs 


R JAGANNATHAN 


but, in states like 


Jana Sena, while mere vote share gains in Kerala and 
‘Tamil Nadu suggest that it is still not quite among the 
top contenders there. 

Clearly, BJP was too cocky, but it also made huge 
errors of commission. While it was quick to grab allies, 
even by splitting parties, the only ally who won big was 
Naidu in Andhra along with Jana Sena. It is worth 
noting that, till the last moment, BJP was hesitant 
to join this alliance. As for the parties it broke ~ 
Shiv Sena and NCP in Maharashtra — this has 
dented BJP’s own credibility. Clearly, electorate 

isnot amused by fod-phod politics. 

‘The defining trend in this general election, 
both at Parliament and assembly levels, seems to 
be anti-incumbency. BJP correctly anticipated 
that it would needallies this time, but it was 
too cocksure and took many voter blocs, 
including the beneficiaries of its welfare 
schemes, for granted. Incumbents in Odishaand Andhra 
Pradesh too assumed that they were unbeatable, and 
here it was BJP and its 
allies who benefited. 

The humbling of BJP 
in its core areas of 
strength means that in his 
third term, Modi will have 
to adjust to the reality of 
coalition politics. Both 
Naidu and Nitish will need 
tobe kept in good humour, 
and major legislative 
changes cannot be done 
withouta wider consensus not only amongallies, butalso 
among opposition. We can forget about One Nation 
One Poll, Uniform Civil Code and big-ticket economic 
reforms, Opposition will now be less likely to play dead, 
both in Parliament and instates. 

‘The lessons BJP needs to learnare many. 

© First, itiswrongtoassume that just because Modi 
is popular, he will always carry the day. India is too 
diverse and an average voter too independent to allow 
anyone to rest on his laurels. Every leader, every party 


Karnataka, the idea of 


The 


next BJP govt will be under 


has to work hard, andeven then victory isnot assured. 

© Second, BJP has to build more iocal leaders, and 
the decision to sideline someone like Vasundhara Raje 
in Rajasthan surely cost it big, While UP results suggest 
that Yogi Adityanath also needs to introspect, many 
party insiders believe that Yogi may have been circums 
cribed by higher powers in Delhi who see his rise as a 
threat to their own standing post Modi, 

© Third, events like the Ram Mandir pran prathistha 
can help the party in a limited way among core voters, 
but for the wider electorate, bread-and-butter issues 
matter more. We cannot at this point estimate whether 
the lack of freebies from BJP - unlike Congress, which 
has promised the moon to youth and women — cost it 
many votes. Freeration of Skgrice clearly was notenough. 
Jobs may have mattered more this time. In contrast, in 
2019, when BJP was uncertain about victory, it made 
concessions to taxpayers and farmers just before the 
elections. This time, the party assumed that Modi’s 
guarantee alone would be enough. It wasn't. 

@ Fourth, partyhasto 
introspect on whether it 
can afford to base electoral 
calculations only on a 
consolidation of Hindu 
vote, This time, Muslims 
seem to have fully backed 
any party capable of beat: 
ing BJP, and the Hindu 
counter-consolidation was 
notas strong, 

For Congress, the 
lessons are positive. Its stubborn opposition to BJP has 
finally paid dividends, and both Rahul Gandhi and his 
allies, mainly in UP, have reasons to rejoice, Additionally, 
the old strategy of relying heavily on minority votes, 
and dividing the majority community with sharply 
targeted welfarist schemes has worked this time. But 
Congress does owe an apology for the kind of calumny 
itheapedon EC, 

Overall, this election proves once more that most 
electionsare won in the states, and not nationally. 


demand large payouts from the Centre 


igh on the list of consequences 
of BJP returning to being 
dependent on a coalition, 


rather than having a majority 
of its own, would be the pressures on the 
economicfront 

Ever since the liberalisation of the 
1990s, conventional wisdom has been 
that economic policy needs to focus enti- 
rely on growth, Economists associated 
with govt have often explicitly argued 
that inequality doesnot matter aslongas 
there is sufficient growth to take the 
poor above the poverty line. The 2024 
general election results provide the first 
concrete challenge to that view. 

‘The idea that high growth would 
provide the resources to take care of the 
interests of those at the base of the 
pyramid did not begin with BJP govts. It 
gathered momentum with the decision 
of UPA 1 to launch the Mahatma Gandhi 
National Rural Employment Guarantee 
scheme. BJP provided further impetusto 
thisapproach by using the revenue from 
unequal growth to provide free food and 
other welfare measures. 

‘This approach did bring an increa- 
sing share of Indians above the poverty 
line defined by economists, but the 
poverty line in the mindsof the poor began 
to change. As the country celebrated 
extremely high levels of consumption, 
it raised the aspirations of those at the 
bottom of the pyramid. 

Rahul Gandhi, in his first successful 
political initiative, spotted the dissatis- 
faction with the measures that merely 
raised the poor above the poverty line. 
‘The guarantees of Congress went far 
beyond tackling absolute poverty. He 
not only promised higher cash transfers 


Back To Practical Hinduism 


ust as pundits settled into the 

comfort of magical thinking —faith 

in Modi’s charisma and grand 

national narratives India’s voters 

have given us a lesson in political 
realism, While the digital classes in 
Delhi and Bengaluru cheered the moon 
landing and the G20 summit, and the 
magnates in Gujarat celebrated the 
temple in Ayodhya, other matters 
have been on the minds of people 
indeep India 

India’s swelling GDP and its 
new status as the world’s fifth 
largest economy have been closely 


tracked by soaring unemploy- 
ment, which has risen cometh, 


ANASTASIA PILIAVSKY 


from 3.2% to 7.6% since 
2013. This contrast 
reflects the gulf between the benefits 
of Modi’s economies for the rich and 
the poor. 

India’s banks are no longer crippled 
by bankrupt billionaires, foreign invest- 
ment has acquired confidence. While 
physical and digital infra, fromairports 
to the digitisation of ‘money, have 
expanded, life choices of the country’s 
poorest and most vulnerable have 
shrunk, Crores of India’s farmers and 
migrant workers have been left behind. 

Lakhs of small and tiny, often grey- 
market, businesses that run day-to-day 
India and form the country's economic 
backbone, are still recovering from 
demonetisation and GST policies. The 
small-enterprise sector has shrunk to 


19% of India’s GDP, from 27.5% pre-Modi. 
While inflation soars, there has hardly 
been any growth in real wages since 
2014 and the share of educated young 
people among the unemployed rose 
from 54,2% to 65.7% over the two Covid 
years. 

Manufacturing growth is painsta- 
kingly slow, agri profits have fallen 
precipitously, private consump- 
tion expenditure descended to 

a two-decade low, while house- 
hold debt rose to an all-time 
high, Accordingto World Inequ- 
ality Database, India’s economic 
inequality is worse than it has 
been inacentury. 

While pundits 
brooded over political 
messaging and national ideologies, 
predicting a Modi-4-eva govt, voters in 
the fieldsandon thestreets wererethin- 
king their loyalties. Modi rode high on 
hope with two wildcards he received in 
the previouselections. This year, he was 
judged less on his promises than on 
what he hasalready done. 

‘The verdict does not only damn 
Modinomies, it drastically cuts his 
image to size. Ensconced in a bubble of 
media pundits, political technologists 
and sycophants, critics say the PM has 
become an auto-devotee, believing 
himself divinely ordained to lead 
single-handedly the new Bharat. Igno- 
ring local leaders, failing to reward 
veteran party workers and sidelining 


RSS have cost the party dozens of seats. 
Seats won in UP, Kerala, Odisha and 
Rajasthan went to known and trusted 
community leaders, not Modi’s envoys. 

Modi’s polarising comments, 
arguably made when he realised this 
election will not be an easy ride, may 
have backfired, leaving many Hindus 
unimpressed. “India does not need to 
talk of Hindus and Muslims,” says a 
chaiwallah in Jaipur, “We need roads 
andjobs.” 

Ina survey conducted across Indian 
cities, 35% of BJP supporters said they 
had no interest in Ayodhya. Even the 
middle-class 
Hindu women, 
who, as the kee- 
pers of faith, 
are more 
susceptible to 
Hindu nationa- 
lism, joined the 
party mostly 
through econo- 
mic self-help 
groups, _ not 
theological 
associations. 

Once again, 
India rejected totalising, abstract 
national ideologies, proving its politics 
to beas local, pragmatic and pluralistic 
as the Hinduism actually practised by 
most. Its political judgments have 
proven more agile and self-possessed 
than any sitting room analyst’. 


free bus travel for women dramatically 
altered their relationship with the world 
outside their homes 

‘The promises of INDIA have not 
been enough toremove PM Modiandhis 
politics of majority dominance at home 
and Indian dominance of the world, 
but the performance of the alliance 
suggests that the rising aspirations of 
the poor can nolonger be easily brushed 


pressure to, if not match some of the 
cash transfers that INDIA promised, at 
least make economic policy more sensi- 
tive to inequality. 

To begin with, the dependence on 
regional party allies could well result in 
regional inequality gaining more 
attention than it has had in deca- 
des. The growth-with-inequality 
strategy led to the creation of a 
few metropolises that were too 
expensive to house less skilled 
labour and their families. 

This resulted in the 
workers being forced to 
migrate for short-term 
assignments in the city 
while keeping their families in their 
villages. Their efforts to earn in cities 
sothat they could spend in villages took 
a toll on their health and family lives. 
‘This cost was accepted as the earnings 
from thecity changed their status inthe 
village. Once their status changed, 
though, they wanted jobs closer to their 
homes. Unemployment became an issue 
that affected their votes. 

Addressing the unemployment 
challenge has been made more difficult 
by the political narrative that emerged 
from the growth-with-inequality strategy 
‘The welfare measures it used to offset 
the political costs of the strategy created 
their own narrative. These measures 
were seen as an individual's right, 
which had to be protected by govt. The 
impression was thus easily created that 
the jobs that were being promised would 


‘ 


begovt jobs. 
‘The expectation of govt jobs may 
well encourage allies to 


regional 
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It does not help that BJP govt would be 
dependent on support from Naidu and 
Nitish, both of whom represent states 
that have long-standing demands from 
Centre. Andhra Pradesh had been 
promised a substantial grant when the 
original state was divided, and 
Biharhad been promisedaspecial 
grant. These grants could generate 
govt jobs, but they would fall 
far short of the numbers needed 
tomakea serious dent in unemp: 
loyment. 


Beyond the quick fixes 
of central grants, the 
challenge of employment 
generation would require 
a fresh look at investment strategies. 
‘The current emphasis on attracting 
global capital, or Indian capital with a 
global presence, may not beeffective, as, 
this capital tends to prefer economies 
dominated by larger metropolises. The 
two states that have gained political 
significance from the 2024 election 
results - Andhra Pradesh and Bihar 
do not have any of the country’s major 
metropolises in them, 

Itmay be time to consider alternative 
patterns of industrialisation that are 
not only more effective in generating 
employment but can also be located at 
urban centres that are more hospitable 
toless skilled workers. Such an approach 
may also require greater reliance on the 
accumulation of local capital, rather 
than depending on attracting capital 
from outside, If the results of 2024 do 
generate such an alternative economic 
strategy, thereturn of coalitionsmay not 
besucha bad outcome. 


Heartland’s Caste Consensus 


Indian politics — but in new, 

unpredictable ways. Before 
examining what's new, a look at what 
lingers from the past. One, dominant 
castes of north India continue to 
strongly prefer BJP, which remains a 
Brahmin-Bania party at the core. 
Second, peasant groups in UP and 
Bihar still prefer regional OBC-led 
parties. Third, Dalit voters continue to 
be split between the incumbent in New 
Delhiand small regional parties. 

But beyond these, much has changed. 
BJP has shown 
over the past 
decade that it 


ok Sabha results show caste 
retains its salience in north 


can create 
broad-based 

caste coali- 
tions threa- 


ding. together 
the top, middle, 
and bottom of 
Hindu society. 
Rajputs and 
Jats and OBC- 
SC/ST. voters 

AF endorsed Modi 
as primus inter pares. This was more 
than social engineering. Long-standing 
blocs of jatis could be disaggregated, 
and recombined into successful electo- 
ralccoalitions. Both winners and losers 
in electoral politics would receive the 
same spoils of state welfare as the 


labharthi (beneficiaries). As India 
experimented with universal welfare, 
more and more jatis could be enticed 
onto the merry-go-round. 

But if BJP could doit, so could oppo- 
sition. In UP, particularly in its central 
andeastern flanks, SP abandoned its fo- 
cuson Yadaysand Muslims, toawardse- 
ats to Dalits according to its PDA - 
pichda (backward), Dalit, alpa- 
sankhya (minority) — strategy 
Many Jatavs, Mayawati's suppor- 
ters for over three decades, 
credibly believed a ‘danger to the 
Constitution’ obliged them to 
vote against BJP. As a result, 
BSP drew a blank even in 
western UP. 

Anti-BUP votes consoli- 
dated behind INDIA parties. Just as a 
broad neo-Hindutva coalition worked 
for BJP, a new socialism (samajwad) 
rooted in the messy everyday realities 
of caste and class spelt success for the 
‘SP-led INDIA coalition in UP. 

In Bihar, alliances of middle and 
lower castes have kept Lalu and Nitish 
in power since 1990. Yet the BJP-JDU 
coalition signalled a new trend: Brah- 
mins, Bhumihars, and Rajputs could, 
after decades, band with Kurmis, 
Koeris, and Kushwahas. With Paswan’s 
LIP joining NDA, a significant propor- 
tionof SC votes consolidated behind the 
neo-Hindu coalition. 

In practice, this isa shifting social 
kaleidoscope more than a coalition - 


UDAY CHANDRA 


when the wily Nitish left NDA to 
join hands with RJD and Congress in 
the state, a caste census and a new 
welfare drive emerged. Every time he 
returned to NDA, predictably before 
national elections, he ensured BJP 
voters rallied behind JDU candidates, 
and boosted his party's tally in Parlia- 
ment. 

In Bihar, RUD will learn from 
SP’s successes in UP. With state 
electionsnext year, Tejashwi will 
look to woo Dalits and non-Yadav 
) OBCs, who may have voted NDA 
thistime. Butfornow,RJDandits 
allies have fared poorly. JDU 
has recorded its best LS 
performance since 2009, 
emerging as Bihar’s single- 


largest party. 

But if Nitish now rejoins INDIA, 
he can end his political career with a 
top position in Delhi, leaving next 
year’s assembly elections asa tantali- 
sing bipolar contest between BJP 
and RUD. 

Universal welfare being the new 
normal in India, savvy voters are 
choosing carefully between coalitions 
of Hindutva and samajwad, that offer 
new public goods. The underserved 
citizens of India’s northern heartland 
stand to gain after decades of neglect. 
Each alliance will woo citizens with 
higher bids in exchange for votes. A 
world of possibility lies ahead as the 
north seeks to catch up with the south. 
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ver the years, therehave been new 
layers of conventional wisdom that 
have shaped the punditry on Indian 
elections. 

‘The first, which has been 
demonstrated at frequent intervals since the 
landmark 1977 elections, is that the term 
‘safe seat’ is a misnomer in India, The 
second, also demonstrated over many 
decades, is that the accuracy of opinion 
polls is suspect, This election, exit polls 
have joined thislist of non-certitudes. 


Premature triumphalism | It’s one 
thing for a prematurely triump- 
halist BJP leadership to proclaim 
its intention of breaching the 
400-seat barrier in Lok Sabha ~ a feat that was 
only once possible in 1984, and that too under 
exceptional circumstances, 

It’s, however, a different matter to anticipate 
how the prospect of a steamroller majority after 
two terms is goingto be viewed by the electorate. 

Maybe the governing dispensation was misled 
by the series of opinion polls that suggested a 
presidential election with one candidate on 
the ballot. Maybe the expectations of markets 
were shaped by the optimism of exit polls that 


SWAPAN DASGUPTA 


odi Doesn’t Really Nee 


suggested an all-India wave for Modi. 

Whatever the reality, it was a Black Tuesday 
for the investing classes, anda grim reality check 
for BJP activists who had set out in the morning 
inacelebratory mood. 


Stability falls short | Over the past 10 years, 
since Modi assumed charge, India had 
got accustomed to not merely stability 
but dissension-free decision-making at 
Centre. 

By depriving BJP of an outright parli- 
amentary majority on its own and yet 
giving NDA a comfortable working 
majority, voters appear to have 
shunned the decisiveness and certi 
tudes that had become a feature of 
Modi govt. They have, instead, opted fora greater 
measure of hesitation and tentativeness, but wit- 
houtembracing the dysfunctionality of INDIA. 

Whether this was just a wake-up call to 
consider the interests of those unable to keep pace 
with the pace of Viksit Bharat or a larger philo- 
sophical message celebrating a plodding appro: 
ach will have to be assessed by Modias he looks to 
begin his third term on a subdued note. How he 
and his brains-trust assess the election outcome 
willhavea bearingon thelmmediate future. 


Yet, for BJP, the election was only a partial 
disaster, It failed to cross the 272-majority mark 
because of reverses in UP, Rajasthan, Haryana, 
and Maharashtra. 

In the first three states, it was a failure of 
governance and an inability to address the 
concerns of dominant castes and Dalits. 

In Maharashtra, the bid to ensure victor 
by decimating opposition triggered a moral 
repugnance that a crafty leader like Sharad 
Pawar was able touse tohis advantage. 


Corrective: Soft touch | The impression of high 
handedness and arrogance doesn’t appear to 
have served BJP well in this election, and Modi 
willhave to think about a corrective soft touch. 

‘This will also have to involve BJP state units 
reverting to normal politics and becoming less 
dependent on investigative agencies. 

These distortions must, however, be kept in 
perspective. Overall, BP's performance in its 
other stronghold areas of northern and western 
India was exemplary. Its ambition of making a 
mark in non-traditional areas didn't entirely 
succeed in Tamil Nadu, but who could have anti 
cipated the scale of BJP success in Telangana, 
Odisha and its ability to finally dent the bipolar 
consensus of Kerala? 


A Makeover 


Build on Modi Guarantees | ‘There was disappoint 
ment in Bengal, a state where Modi had put in 
an extra effort. However, the defeat hasn't been 
at a level to warrant abandoning the project 
altogether. 

Organisational overhaul, a clear line of leader- 
ship, and a more culturally nuanced approach 
could prove to be rewarding for 2026 assembly 
elections, 

‘The point is that while the Modi Guarantees 
may have been overwhelmed by the fragmenta- 
tion of politics in some states, the narrative still 
holds good in most of the country. Modi remains 
by far the most popular and acceptable leader, 
and it's unlikely that BJP will even consider 
replacing him with someone who appears more 
consensual 

Even though some of the more radical facets 
of his agenda will probably have to be put on the 
backburner, Modi will be misreading the verdict 
if he chooses toreinvent himself dramatically, 

He will be confronted by an energised Cong- 
ress ecosystem that wants to go for BJP’s jugular. 
Media too will become less friendly, if not hostile, 

This isn’t an unfamiliar situation. He faced 
similar challenges as Gujarat CM, How he 
converts threats into opportunities will channel 
thenation’sattention in thecomingmonths. 


Elections That Reminded | Why Congress Is Back But 


Netas, People Are The Boss_ _Isn’t Quite There Yet 


—yhe historic mandate that the 
exitpolls had predicted for BJP 
on Saturday didn’tcome through 
on Tuesday, And, given that 

BJP has fallen short of asimple majority, 
all bets about the new govt's agenda are 
now off, Because when BJP does form 
govt, it would be in a coalition where its 
power ismuch diminished, Which would 
mean a diminishing of both party 
ability torun political manoeuvres 
and govt ability to make unilateral 
decisions. 


Where BJPhasscored| While BJP [Pa 
has taken a massive loss in seats 
across core states, it has by and 
large held on to its voteshar 
and continues its domina- 
tion of some states like 
Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh 
and Chhattisgarh. Plus, ithas managed 
to expand its footprint in ‘new’ states 
such as Odisha, while also increasing 
its voteshare in Keralaand Tamil Nadu. 
It has performed well with allies in 
Bihar, Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh. 


Why the setbacks | There is no single 
theory that can explain all of BJP’s 
setbacks, as different states have gone 
indifferent directions, 

@ InMaharashtraand UR itsalliance 


RAHUL VERMA 


seats than in Muslim-dominatedseats, 
as BSP has been wiped out. Economic 
anxiety has obviously also taken a 
toll on its support, Joblessness, in 
particular, has been a factor costing 
the youth vote. It is worth underlining 
now that rations and such kind of 
welfare can only keep a person or a 
voter happy for so long - though some 
of these factors did not mar the part 
prospect in many states, inclu- 
ding neighbouring Bihar and 
Madhya Pradesh. 


Has overconfidence hurt the 
party? | Many voters did come to 
associate slogans like’Abkibaar 
400 paar’ with overconfi- 
dence and maybe arro- 
gance. This may also 
have impacted turnout 

while the aggregate turnout may 
have remained the same, the composi- 
tion of those who stayed away from the 
polling booth could have affected the 
results significantly. It could be that 
committed BJP voters became over- 
confidentand stayed at homeon voting 
day. For the fence-sitter who sways its 
way, it could be apathy that kept them 
home. And the impact of it all would 
have mounted if Congress-leaning 
voters sensed this was an existential 


in UPand Rajasthan, 


‘So, what now? | It could be that the Modi- 
Shah combine will no longer dictate 
cabinet nominations, as new pressure 
points take shape. RSS-BUP relationship 
too could see important shifts. There 
willalsobe worry within BJP regarding 
the states that are going to hold assem 
bly poll Maharashtra, 
Haryani \d. Because in all 
these states, theparty’sLSperformance 
hasbeen poor. 

Of course, this time around, BJP 
will be much more dependent on its 
allies. An expansionist BJP with ever- 
rising ambitions had made various 
allies quite unhappy. But now, it is very 
possible that some of the same allies 
will start demanding, and getting, their 
pound of flesh. This may also have sig 
nificant implications for governance. 
For example, the party's bigsticket 
agenda items like One Nation One 
Election and Uniform Civil Code may 
have tobe put on the backburner. 

Finally, the 2024 LS result shows that 
India very much remains a competitive 
electoral democracy, where voters 
continue to signal an evaluation of govt 
performance. Elections in this country 
have always worked as a corrective 
mechanism. And this time they haveun 


y—p—the big story of this election, 
arguably, has been the budding 
revival of Congress as a natio- 
nal force. We can take three 
preliminary indicators. 

‘The first is the near doubling of its 
seat share, almost reaching the three- 
figure mark. If wechart Congress's seat 
share over the last four decades, from 
, tory of asecular 
decline. Only on two previous occas 
has Congress's seat share increased by 
over 40 seats (1991 and 2009). 

‘The second is the jump in vote share 
byabout3 percentage points even though 
the party contested 93 fewer seats this 
time. At 328, it was also the only time it 
contested on fewer than 400 constituen- 
cies, Extrapolating vote share on seats 
contested, Congress's vote share would 
rival its previous highwater mark of 
2009, when it garnered 29% votes. 
hird, Congress has regained a 
footing in party strongholds where it 
had been wiped out over the last decade. 
‘These include Maharashtra’s Vidarbha 
belt, UP’s Awadh region, north-central 
Karnataka, Telangana, and parts of 
north-eastern Rajasthan 

Six battleground states powered its 
resurgence. Congress won 49seats here, 
where it had won just six in 2019 - Maha 
rashtra (13), Karnataka(9), Haryana(5), 


So, what worked for Congress? 
Collaboration | Alliance-centrie strategy, 
where the party, much like in 2004, projec- 
ted itself as the nucleus of a larger oppo: 
sition. In UP, for example, it was happy to 
play second fiddle to SP, helping it shore 
upitsbackwardcastebasefor thealliance, 
In Rajasthan, similarly, it gave sp 
smalle 


and pushed up Congress's fortunes in 
neighbouring constituencies. 


Message | The party's narrative 
articulated a vision that exploited 
BJP govt's vulnerability An agenda 
of social justice, of protecting the 
Constitution and advancing 
the caste census, appears 
to have worked, especially 
among Dalits, — who've 
returned to the party. 
Rahul had sounded the poll bugle in 
his Nagpur rally, on Congress's founda 
tion day on Dec 28 last year, where he 
set the campaign narrative of fighting 
BUP’s ideology of ‘raja-maharaja’ with 
the ideology of Constitution-based 
social justice ~ framing the party 
representing 90% of India. Kharge’s 
leadershipalso helped the party insofar 
as it could project a national Dalit face. 
In UP, Congress played no small role in 


largest party a generation or so back. It 
got wiped out, or nearly wiped out, once 
again inMP,.Chhattisgarh, Delhi, Gujarat, 
Odisha and Bengal. The party won only 
four seats here. Ithhad won six in 2019. 


Tribal hurdle | Despite Rahul's second 
Bharat Jodo Nyay yatra, which aimed to 
boost Congress's base among. tribal 
voters, it fared poorly in Jharkhand, 

Chhattisgarh, Odisha and Assam, all 
en route the yatra. Indifference of 
tribal voters to the party's nyay 
(social justice) platform should 
bea serious source of concern for 
the part 


What does the future 
hold forthe party? 
Opportunity | There's 
much potential for Cong- 
ss to build on the momentum from this, 
election. Congress alliance would argu- 
ably start as favourite for the three state 
assembly elections in a few months in 
Maharashtra, Haryana and Jharkhand. 

Maharashtra offers the party oppor- 
tunity to regain its traditional strong: 
hold, and perhaps somewhat replenish 
itsempty cof! 

Haryana would provide it the best 
opportunity since 2018 to defeat BUP ina 
straight contest in the Hindu belt, 


math went wrong, while INDIA stolethe 
march. 

@ In Haryana, there was anti 
incumbency; in Rajasthan, internal 
dissension took a toll. Along with 
Punjab, these were also farmer-protest 
affected areas, 

© Overall, the party's electoral 
dominance has taken a hit. Its forward 
march in Bengal has been stalled for a 


few more years. achieved ideological 
hegemony could also be 
Whither the Modifactor? | BJP'sbrawny hurting its cadre's drive. 


dominance has hitherto been over- 
dependent on PM's popularity. But this 
time, his leadership hasn't been able to 
mobilise the votes quite as robustly. 
This is not to argue that the PM’s 
appeal doesn't matter for the party's 
performance, but rather that it has to 
square off with voters’ perception of 
governance, political freedoms, and 
economicanxiety. 


ency, 


Is BJP’s social coalition weakening? | 
Certainly, the cracks are beginning to 
show. In UP, for instance, losses seem to 
have mounted more in SC-dominated 


local 


moment for 
mobilised powerfully. 


IsBsPitselftiring? | Thisis 
an organisation with a 
famously well-oiled elec 
tion machine, But there 
are signs that the grease 
is wearing thin in some 
parts. A sense of having 


This is also indicated by 
the loss of the Faizabad 
parliamentary constitu- 
which 
the Ayodhya assembly 
segment. Is it that Hind 
utva may now be paying 
retreating dividends. 
Many turncoats were 
nominated, 
nominations increasing 
anti-incumbency 
chances, 
ticket distribution likely 
went awry, particularly 


them, and therefore 


includes 


higher _re- 


and overall 


derlined that no majority is permanent. 


UP(6), Rajasthan (8)and Telangana (8). 


to Akhilesh’s SP. 


agrarian c 


the 19 


again? 


buildinga bridge for Dalits to cross 


Rural support | Congress's 
creditable performance in 
semi-ruralandruraldistricts 
can also be credited to its cen- 
tral focus on farmer distre 
and wealth concentration, 
This helped the party garner 
significant support among 
tessuch 
Congress has swept the Jat 
belt in Haryana for the first 
time since 2009. And perhaps 
also for the first time since 
is, Congress has 
managed to stitch a winning 
umbrella alliance in parts of 
Rajasthan — a Jat-Meena- 
Gujjar-Dalitalliance. 


Where did Congress fail 


Hindi heartland | It is still 
weak in large swathes of the 
Hindi heartland and eastern 
India, where it used to be the 


over Jharkhand could help the party win 
back its tribal support, 

Implosion of parties such as YSRCP 
in Andhra and BJD in Odisha opens a 
critical window of opportunity. for 
Congress to regain space in these states 
by staking claim as the second pole of 
state politics. 


Threats| Absence of structural reforms 
in the fossilised party bureaucracy, 
aging leadership in states, and weak 
central authority are serious threats. 
The Udaipur roadmap of democratising 
the party and opening it up to fresher 
cohorts of younger leaders has been 
honoured more in its breach. 

Congress is still unable to attract 
backward castes and tribal voters in 
north-central and eastern India, with- 
out which it would struggle to regain its 
halcyon days, 


Jats — 


The present verdict can only be 
termed a budding revival. The Grand 
Old Party has only caught a spark, but 
it would need to conscientiously follow 
a clear roadmap towards revival to 
ensure lasting gains, 


Videos Told The Story: It’s Not One Nation, One Pole 


overnight, but gradually disenchantment 
against govt began to surface in pockets. 
‘The most striking change that we saw this time 
around was the organic appearance of an 
independent ecosystem of voices. 

Dhruv Ratheeperhapssingle-handedly 
acted.as thespearhead of the opposition’s 
communication efforts, without being 
formally aligned with any party. That he 
managed to garner between 35-40m views 
for some of his videos is a sign of the 
tremendous impact he had on voters. 

Inapeculiar reversal of sorts, the 
decreasing credibility of all institu- 
tions, in particular media, has led toa search for 
non-institutional voices. There was a time when 
we looked for institutional certification in order 
to believe in something; now it seems to be the 
opposite. Any intermediary institution, no matter 
how powerful, is viewed with suspicion given the 
feeling that they all have been penetrated by the 
current power structure. 

‘This election result has surprises for every- 
one. The biggest victors of this election are the 
regional parties. Between them, TDP, DMK, 


—\ ixmonths ago, this election was. done deal. 
S ‘Then something changed. Itdidn’thappen 
Ka 


SANTOSH DESAI 


‘TMC, SPand JDU have performed outstandingly 
well. UP held the biggest surprise of the elections, 
with SP winning more seats than BJP. BJP 
performed below expectations in Maharashtra, 
Rajasthan and Bengal too and failed to make 
headway in Tamil Nadu. 
For Congress, the results, though not 
definitive, are a lifeline, an affirmation 
that the party still has something to offer 
voters. Rahul Gandhi has redeemed him- 
self toalarge extent, by campaigningtire- 
lessly and holding the coalition together: 
BJP too has some reason to cheer: It 

has performed outstandingly well 

in Odisha. In terms of vote share, it 

has also made a dent in the south. 
But overall, this is a significant defeat for the 
party. Under Modi it is not designed to work in a 
coalition, and its ideological project is unlikely to 
get carried out in the changed circumstances. 
And Nitish and Chandrababuare hardly reliable 
allies, 

The election has a few important lessons that 
are worth heeding. At its most fundamental level, 
the verdict has spoken against the idea of a mono- 
lithic consolidation of power: The ideaof onenation, 
one party, one religion, and one leader has been 


shunned. Ina sense, itisnotasmuchavoteagainst 
Hindutvaasit isagainst any attempt to homogenise 
the country intoany single way of thinking. 

For Modi, the message is that there is only so 
much sway that a single individual can have ina 
diverse country, no matter how charismatic he 
mightbeand no matter to whatextentanarrative 
isbuilt around him. There isalso the question of 
whether relying on a single vote-catching device 
creates sense of sameness due to overexposure. 
The other significant shift that does not seem to. 
have worked is the move away from a forward- 
looking message and an increasingly angry and 
negative attack on opposition and minorities. 

‘The problem with silencing other voices is 
that one effectively removes any chance of getting 
feedback. Also, the noise generated by a party 
support base is so strong and so uniformly 
aggressive that it compels a reaction. In 2019 this 
noise could drown out any other competition; 
this timearound things have changed. 

For media, there is a salutary lesson to be 
learned, should it be so inclined. Looking back at 
exit polls it becomes difficult to believe that all of 
them suffered from poor methodology and that 
there was no other agenda involved. The fact that 
somany peopleare turning to independent voices 


instead of relying on mainstream media should 
give them cause to reflect 

BJP has toask itself if its currentstrategy of 
seeking to form govt in states by any means 
necessary has not reached its sell-by date. There 


wit 


“eK 


isonly somuch power togoaround and more the 
influx of opportunists into party by offering them 
inducement, the less that is left over for faithfuls, 

Itmayfeel counterintuitive, but inmany ways 
this is the best possible outcome for opposition. 
Winning a marginal victory would mean an 
unstable govt and while this alliance has meshed 
together for a campaign, they are unlikely to 
function coherently as a govt. This result gives 
them credibility and room to build something 
more substantial 

For now, something fundamental has changed 
evenasBJP comes back togovt. Itscurrent model 
of seeking and exercising absolute control via 
Modi’s hold over the electorate is unlikely to 
work in the same way. BJP was seeking even 
greater concentration of power; what ithas got is 
the exact opposite. 

What wecan hope for is some respite from the 
relentless barrage of negativity and small- 
mindedness that has characterised not just the 
campaign but larger national discourse in the 
last few year's. Absolute power is no one’s birth- 
right, and India’s electorate has left us in no 
doubt about that, BJPmay have comeback togovt 
butts style of governing the country has receiveda 
wake-up call. The voter has drawn the line. 
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. 70000] tooffice witha crisis hits Rajan appointed time in nearly 2 years Loe Sensex hits Ukraine against Adani 
More Indians comfortable majority global markets RBI governor 31,646 40k intraday 54,530 
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mid-2009 and 3 times since May 2014, S&P upgrades GDP growth falls Flash crash on 30,922 34,300 Results day 
indicating that stock markets have 40,000 | India’s outlook tothree-year NSE; index tanks Nov 8 2016 March 31, 2022 72,079 
created large and sustained wealth in the tostable low of 6.1% 15.5% intraday Demonetisation Pandemic 
past decade-and-a-half. Average gains oe 17519 17,753 18,938. 27591 restrictions 
were highest in the last five years, and | l J Dec 10, 2018 lifted 
middle-class participation in the market —_ 1 Urjit Patel March 24, 2020 58,569 
also increased the most since 2019 May 16, 2014 resigns as Covid lockdown 
BuP assumes office 61% RISE DURING MODI —RBI guv imposed 86% JUMP DURING MODI 
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Money Managers See Policy Continuity With Economic Reforms, Capex & Infra Spending Despite NDA’s Narrow Victory 


Shock Exchange: Bulls Have Bears To Cross On D-St 


Inflated stock valuations get reality check Adani mcap dives %3.6L cra 
day after hitting lo-mth high 
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Mumbai: Indian fund mana- 


Market Mood Swings Overnight 


What Should Investors Do 


June 3 dune 4 > Avoid taking impulsive decisions amid 

gerswantthecurrentpaceof hs 
economic reforms and pro- | After Exit Polls (% change) After Results elevated eeore in the bind ; 
industry policiestocontinue | JINN) SBI > There's a high chance govt policies 
under the incoming govt. will continue and the market will stabilise 

Most believe that even | AMG) Ler > Don't deviate or alter your investment plan 
es = ee wash =x TataSteel -9 if you have one that's goal-based 
now has a depleted mandate, . = 
it would continue the works | MINNIE Reliance = EN sale rd alg 
and projects launched under | (3 HDFC Bank +z situation demands it 
the outgoing govt. This is de: 


ced market. Risk-reward in 
large-caps and underper- 
forming sectors like ban- 
king and consumer appear 
more favourable,” Rahul 
Singh, CIO (equities) at Ta- 
ta ME said, “There is likely 
to be greater scrutiny and 
valuation discipline in the 
performing sectors like ca- 
pital goods, power, defence 
and manufacturing.” 
“There isa bit of uncer 
inty as investors are conce! 
nedabouttheslowdownof re 


spite the nervousness that 
gripped investors after the 
Lok Sabha poll results came 
outon Tuesday, 

Money managers also 
believe that the poll manda- 
te that is being perceived as 
disappointing for theruling 
alliance but a great morale 
booster for the opposition 
could rein in the raging bull 
market in India and make 


GST REVAMP: Five-slab GST rate structure may 

not be reviewed immediately as it may require 
merging the 12% and 18% slabs, necessitating 

an increase in levies on goods and services that 

move into the higher bracket. That's an issue on which 
political consensus may not be easy 


PUBLIC FINANCES: Privatisation is likely to be put on a 
backburner for some time. While RBI’s mega dividend of 
Rs 2.1L cr and robust GST revenues will keep Centre's 
=~“) finances in good shape, the Centre may have to go 
.O4” slow on cleaning up the subsidy regime further, 
although greater use of technology to plug leakages 
is something that won't change 


INVESTMENT PUSH: After hitting a high of $85 billion in 2021-22, 
the annual inflow of foreign direct investments has fallen for 
‘two consecutive years, touching $71 billion in 2023-24. 

Govt is expected to make the investment regime 

‘more attractive in several sectors, including 

electric vehicles and artificial intelligence 


FOOD PRICES: Although overall inflation has 


4 moderated (see chart below), food prices 


% 


remain both volatile and high. Govt may 
take steps to weatherproof prices and shield it 
from climate-induced shacks such as 


Geopolitical uncertainties and the global economic situation may require acceleration 
of reforms. But with a coalition govt at the Centre, it may not be easy as some issues, 
such as privatisation and a relook at GST, need consensus. TOI lists top areas of focus: 


forms that had been initiated 
under the (outgoing) BJP-led 
govt,” said Vinit Sambre, he- 
ad (equities), DSP Mutual 
Fund. “This has triggered a 
correction in the markets as 
investors reassess the outlo- 
ok under the new political 
landscape. We would like to 
believe that the development 
agenda that spurred the per- 
formance of equity is likely 
topers 
party in power. 

Fund managers believe 


that capital expenditure, 
both by govt and the private 
sector, are integral to the 
growth of the economy. Mo- 
reover, private capex —that 
has been lagging majorly 
for the last few years — sho. 
uld start and either supple- 
ment or complement the 
capex by govt. 

“We would like to see the 
incoming govt continue to 
createa favourable environ- 
ment for four growth fac- 
tors: increased foreign di- 


AGRICULTURE: The latest GDP data indicates a 
relative stagnation in the farm sector. Reforms 
focusing on irrigation and use of A to raise 


pee 


productivity are expected. Election results point to the 
challenging but imminent need to raise farmers’ income 
EXPORTS & PLI: The production-linked incentive (PLI) scheme has 
helped push exports of smartphones and other products but there 
have been demands to extend it to more sectors, such as toys 
and footwear. Expect fine-tuning of PL! to focus more sharply on 
‘companies and sectors willing to shift out of China for 
[kto} i export production 
REGULATORY CLARITY: Before the S 
poll dates were announced, several 

new economic legislations were in the works. 
A better regulation of cryptocurrencies, Al, data 
protection is under consideration 
MAINTAINING GROWTH: Most economists do not expect 2024- 
25 GDP growth to be a repeat of 8.2% growth in 2023-24, But 
ensuring a growth rate of even 7% in the current global economic 
environment won't be easy. Among the steps expected are a 
road map for energy transition and a push for infra 
investments. Economic ministries have made action 
plans with specific targets for 2030 and 2047. A 
‘ministry-wise action plan could be unveiled, if there is 


heatwaves and floods consensus in the new govt 
While urban unemployment rate is 
Where We Stand Now... Vesrlakel mendenaire! 
Growth has been high & stable / «but farm sector has barely grown 
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Foreign funds to sit on fence for now 


Team TO! 


FPIs Net Sellers Since Polls Started 


union budget _announce- 
ments, implementation of 1a: 


Mumbai: Foreign fund ma- 
nagers, who have been cau- 
tious on Indian stocks since 
the Lok Sabha pollsstarted in 
April, areexpected tomainta- 
in the status quo: Neither go 
on investing with fresh zeal 
nor takemoney out in droves. 
Foreign portfolio investors 
feel that the lower-than-ex. 


Tk 


ok 


June July Aug 


pected Lok Sabha seats for ta 2023 
theBJPcouldlimittheirdeci- |” 25k 
sion-making bandwidth in | ¢suee-cosiy 


the coming days, 


Foreign investment in Indian stocks (net purchase in ¢ crore) 
66k 


bour laws and the next set of 
reforms in land and capital. 
“This was not an election 
outcome the market valua- 
tions were set up for: Indian va- 
luations have been expensive 
for pretty ordinary corporate 
earnings growth/outlook. One 
of the arguments behind Indi 
a’srich valuationshasbeenthe 
political stability/policy certa- 
inty afforded by a strong govt. 
Some of those assumptions co- 
uld now come under ques- 


April 


May 


I 


funds in India could have a 
strong impact on the stock 
market, dealers said. 

“After a weak political out- 
come, we believe investors 
will focus on govt formation 
and the choice of prime mini- 
sterial candidate considering 
the BJP doesnot havea simple 


Since April this year, FPIs 
have been net sellers of stocks 
in India and have net taken 
out nearly Rs 37,700 crore, in- 
cluding Tuesday's net selling 
figure of Rs 12,436 crore, data 
from the BSE and CDSL sho- 
wed. Any major change in in- 
vestment patterns of foreign 


majority of its own,” a report 
by foreign broking major UBS 
said. Theother focusareas wo- 
uld be “policy choices to sup- 
port growth vis-a-vis ensu- 
ring macro stability, and the 
reform narrative”. 

UBS analysts said they wo- 
uld watch out for upcoming 


tion,” thereport by UBS said 

A report by Societe Gene- 
rale, another foreign broker, 
noted that the less-than-majo- 
rity number for BJP on its 
own, unlike in 2019, could 
prompt the incoming govt to 
focus on subsidies at the ex- 
pense of capex. 


rect investments into the co 
untry, private capex, conti 
nuation of govt capex and 
better infrastructure, both 
social and physical,” said 
Anand Shah, CIO for PMS & 
AIF Investments, ICICI Pru- 
dential AMC. 

Fund managers believe 
that with India in a sweet 
spot intermsof macroecono- 
mic fundamentals, any im- 
provement at the global level 
—like improving macro fun: 
damentals for the Chinese 
economy and rate cuts in the 
US — could act as tailwinds 
for the domestic economy. 

‘The Budget for FY25 wo- 
uld be one of thedecidingfac- 
tors for the economy and the 
markets. “Any moderation in 
the capital spending outlook 
(in the Budget) in favour of 
consumption support can 
further drive sector 
rences going forward, 
of Tata MF said. 


Fear factor: 
India VIX 
jumps 50% 
to 2-year high 


> FromP1 


index closed at 72,079 po: 
ints, still down 4,390 po: 
the bigge: 


\ tno late buying, the 
i 


intsors.7% 


sing- 


y lost 1,379 points 
9% toclose at 21,884 points, 
ing the da- 
sjustabout 
150points off hittingthe 10% lo- 
wer circuit level, which would 


PSUs Lose Most 
‘Top Sensex Losers On Tuesday (%) 
1 


SBI 


PSU Banks Worst-Hit Sector 
(9 change in Nifty indices) 


ET 
BT orcas 
ve 


have stopped trading across all 
boursesforatleastan hour The 
day's market crash left inves 
tors poorer by Rs 31 lakh crore, 
with BSE’s market capitalisa- 
tion now at Rs 401.2 lakh crore, 
translatingto$4.8trillion. 

Among the sensex stocks, 
only three—HUL, Nestle and 
‘TCS—closed higher whilethe 
other 27 constituents closed in 
the red. PSU stocks, which ha- 
ve seen a stellar run during 
the last two years mainly on 
the back of pro-sector policies 
of govt, crashed. Among the 
maharatna companies, NTPC 
sshed 15.5% and Powergrid 
Corp lost 12.4%, while SBI fell 
14.4% down. Asaresult, BSE’s 
PSU index closed 15.7% down, 
BSE data showed. 

During Tuesday's session, 
India VIX, the measure of vo- 
latility, spiked nearly 50%, to- 
uching an over two-year high 
at 31.7 points and finally sett: 
lingat26.75, NSEdatashowed. 


31 lakh invested in sensex 
stocks on May 23, 2019, when 
Modi was re-elected as PM, 
would today have been worth... 
ouanas 
‘Tata Motors [ill [= 
Mahindra Hi ED 


> Tata Motors was top sensex 
loser In Modis 1st term, while 
financials were top gainers 
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Adani Ports Leads Rout, Crashes 21% 


Mumbai: Investors in Adani 


Groupcompanieswereleftpo- | June 3 % change June 4 @ 
orerbyRs3.6lakhcroreonTu- | (UE ‘Adani Ports 
esday as stock prices of all 11 ‘ = 
companies crashed on the | CEM ‘Adani Energy 
back of a depleted mandate 69 | ‘Adani Ent 
fortheBJP-ledNDA coalition. | jm 
Opposition parties have | Sill ‘Adan Green EE 
allegedthatAdaniGrouphas | CEI Adani Total Gas 
benefited the most since PM | [XIII NOTV 
Modi assumed office in May | Frye ss 
2014. Investors believe that a neni oe 
weaker mandate for NDA | EX ‘Ambuja 
may lead tothe group losing | acc 
anedge. Atthesametime, the 
group would be under stric- | [ill ‘Adani Wilmar 
ter scrutiny of astrongerop- | ER Sanghi 


position. These factors weig- 
hedon AdaniGroupstocks in 
Tuesday's crashing market, 
dealers said 

During the day, as stock 
prices of Adani Group com- 
panies crashed, the group's 
combined market capitalisa- 
tion fell from Rs 19.4 lakh cro- 
re on Monday to Rs 15.8 lakh 
crore, BSE data showed. 

Group flagship Adani En- 
terprises led the slump, As 


market caj 
80,416 crore 


ornearly Rs’ 


companies, 


the stock crashed 19%, its 


the group company that will 
soon beapartof thesensex 

losta fifth of itsmarket 
72,800 crore to its, 
current level of Rs 2.7 lakh 
crore. Among other group 


Energy lost nearly Rs 
crore worth of market value 


while Adani Power lost about 
Rs58,300crore. 

It was on Monday, boo: 
ted by strong exit poll proje 
tions for the BJP-led govt, 
that the group's market 
had breached its pre-Hin- 
denburg report level to hit a 
16-month high. Investors are 
now nervous about the pro: 
spects of the group's compa- 
nie: aid 


eroded by Rs 
Adani Ports — 


ue, 


Adani Green 


000 


Rupee plunges by 42 paise, 
most in a year, to 83.53 vs $ 


Team TO! 


Mumbai: The rupee fell the 
most in over a year toclose at 


’sclose. 
Prices of govt bonds also fell 
sharply, with the yields on 
the benchmark 10-year bond 
rising by ove points 


70 To 83.5/$ In 5 Yrs 


short term as political 
emerges. Going forwar 
back to global cues for the fo- 
rex market... the rupee should 
trade within a ran, 
against the dolla 


DBS Bank, “The India story is, 
still intact. It is not getting de- 
railed and hence, the rupee 


(00bps = 1 percentage point) ewerted scale) 8353 © should remain well-managed 
tocross 7%. and within a range,” he added, 
‘The rupee came under | © 45 019 wre Dealers said that the rupee 


pressurefollowinganear 
drop in equity indices, where 
foreign investors are believed 
tohavesold theirstakes. 
“While equity markets had 


Govt Should Foc 


ee ‘We have to focus on high-value 
exports from manufacturing. 
Make laws more business-friendl 
We should also increase supply of 
skilled workforce. We are way behind 
other developed economies 
including China in skill: 
building. We should bring 
{ more reforms to improve 
ease of doing business 
‘Venu Srinivasan | 
CHAIRMAN EMERITUS, 
Tvs MOTOR CO 


seen a huge run-up amid re- 
cent volatility, volatility in the 
forex market has been extre- 
mely low... it may rise in the 


hit an intra-day low of 88, 
butdollarsalesby publicsector 
banks — ostensibly at the be- 
hest of RBI—led toamarginal 
recovery in the exchange rate, 


Mfg & Skillin 


(“4 India is at an accelerated phase of 
growth driven by entrepreneurship. 
1am looking forward to govt continuing 
its efforts in driving investments in tech 
and infrastructure, propelling R&D 
efforts to expand 
innovation and focusing 
on making India the 
world’s preferred 

hub for manufacturing 
Falguni Nayar | 

FOUNDER & CEO, 


Govt must accelerate transition 


to green energy. This will reduce 
the cost of energy and import burden. 
India should be the Al & 
computer hub of the world 
by leveraging its data, 
population and talent... 


La ‘Must integrate into future 


NYKAA 
(“4 We must pursue higher growth 

that is environmentally sustainable, 
socially equitable & inclusive. Maintaining 
momentum in digital and physical infra, 
upgrading social infra 
(healthcare, education & 
skill-building) can make 
India the world’s leading 
‘factory, farm & front-office’ 


Navneet Munot | 


MD & CEO, HDFC AMC. 


IPO wave in India has no 
reason to stop, say analysts 


‘Team TOL AL... ntl... ~— ow. “Amidst general elec- 

Ahead Of China... tions, the primary market re- 

Mumbai: India, which has — [1pO mop-up($bn) mained vibrant with the solid 
emerged as the second-largest 2023 2008" response to certain IPOs like 
IPOmarketon the world league Awfis Space Solutions. Confi- 
table, hasraised$4billionsofar China pa | dence can be gauged by these 
this year: With NDA returning offerings that have been laun- 


to form the next govt, hopes of 
policy continuity should ex- 
tend the IPO boom throughout 
therest of 2024. 

‘The $4 billion raised by In- 
dia isabout45% less than what 
itcollected in all of 2023, LSEG 
data shows, but outperforms 
China ($3 billion) and Saudi 


us 


WT 


ket, having raised $14 billion so. 
far in 2024, according to LSEG. 
From number 11 in 2019, India 


ched amidst elections... Loo- 
kingahead, themarket issetto 
witness a flurry of IPOs, from 
new-age business as well as 
from conventional business 
segments,” said Mahavir Lu- 
nawat, MDat investment bank 
Pantomath Capital Advisors. 

Several companies such 


=o 


(Source: LSEG; tl May) 


Arabia ($2.1 billion). The num- — securedthethirdplaceglobally as Hyundai Motor India, T: 
berisalsohigherthanthecom- in terms of IPO proceeds after ta Capital, Ola Electric Mo- 
binedamountraisedin Turkey the USand China in 2023. bility, and Swiggy, and 
Hong Kong and South Korea. India has hosted 113 IPOs NSDLare looking at laun- 
The US is the largest IPO mar- between Jan this year and chingtheir IPOs. 
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Modi margin dips from 4.8L to 1.5L, 
vote share from 63.6% to 54.2% 


Closest Fight Since 2014 Win ete 70K Rise In Total Votes Polled 


Rajeev.Dikshit 
@timesgroup.com 


VOTES 


INDIA bloc wins 
12 of 17 UP seats 
with higher 
women turnout 


Rai was happy. “The peo- 
ple of Varanasi showered 
their blessingson me toshow 
the mirror to those who in 
their arrogance of power 
raised slogans of notching 
up 10 lakh votes and had en 
gaged money power and 
their best force in Kashi to 
achieve the target of winning 
the election with the biggest 
margin. INDIA bloc unitedly 


Varanasi; Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi won Varan 
siLok Sabhaseat by defeating 
INDIA bloc candidate a 
r Pradesh Cong) 
Ajay Rai, but his 
victory margin on Tuesday 
marked the closest conte 
the prime minister has faced 
since his victory in2014, anda 
steep fall from 2019 when he 
had won by 4.8lakh votes. 

Rai, jubilant even in de- 
feat, claimed he had scored a 
“moral victory”. As the sole 
challenger, he had not only 
stopped Modi from makinga 
new victory margin record 
but also set one himself 
losing to Modi with the 
smallest margin, 


Lucknow: INDIA bloc won 12 
of the 17 UP seats — a strike 
rate of 70% — where women 
shattered this dream,” said : voter turnout was more than 
ai, who had finished third : men in absolute numbers, re- 
in 2014and 2019, £ ports Arvind Chauhan. 
results during Congress's Rahul Gandhi 
counting of votes atPahadi- : and Kishori Lal Sharma won 
ya Mandi shocked BJP asin : withmorethan3.9lakhand1.6 
lakh votes in Rae Bareli 
Amethi, where 
4,92,861 women voted, 
tively. The other 10 
wonby: 


Modi bagged 6,12,970 votes to defeat Rai, who secured 460,457. In 
2014, Modis victory margin was 3.7 lakh 


63.6% to54.2% 


tween twocontestants in 2019, 
Moreover, this time, an entire 
chunk of non-BJP votes went 
to the INDIA bloc candidate. 
‘This was thereason for there- 
duced victory margin.” 

But why did Modi’s vote 
count fall despite the total 


took the lead, he maintained 
it till the last round. Howev 
er, the lead increased slowly, 
unlike the galloping seen in 


created 
showed Rai leading by 


flutter when 


It is not just Modi’s mar- 6,000votesafter thefirstthree number of votes polled on 2014and 2019 when Modi was Azamga 
gin that has fallen. He got roundsof June 1 being greater than in the lead right from the Salempur, Lalganj 
about 62,000 fewer votes this Rat's pé 2019? BJP Kashi region unit ound, and Machhlishahr. 


At Gulab Bagh, where The remaining five seats 
victory celebrations took : wheremore women voted than 
placelateevening,itwasevi- : men were 
PA dent that the jubilation : Bans . 
lacked the vigourof thepast  inagar and Deoria. BJP was 
twoelections. winningor leading in them. 


president Dilip Singh Patel 
id, “We are scheduliny 


time (6.1 lakh compared to 
68 lakh in 2019) despite the 
total votes in the constituen: 
cy rising by about 70,000 
(évom 10.6 lakh to 11.3 lakh). 
His vote share dropped from 


stituency poll management 
team convenor, Surendra Na- 
rain Singh Audhe, said, “In organisation meeting 
014, anti-BJP votes were di- whichall reasons for the: 
vided among four conten- LS poll performance in V 
ders, while it was divided be- nasi seat will be reviewed 
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It’s not the Ist time exit polls have 
gone awry. Here’ s why it happens 


REUTERS 
Times News Network AN 


New Delhi: Psephologist Pra 
deep Gupta wept on live televi- 
sion on Tuesday. The reputed 
pollster was way off target in 
his prediction of Lok Sabha 
2024 election results. Axis-In- 
diaToday had given 361-401 
seats to ND 

He wasn't the only one pse- 


poouraie. And iniuty were left 
wondering what could have led 
to the mismatch between exit 
ctual results. A 
FLAWED FORECAST 


Policy Research says that 
when youhaveele 
such as the anti-incumbency 
wave in 2014, prediction gets 
closer to reality. “Exit polls 
don’t deliver when the contest 
is close and we need them as in 
thiselection,” hes 
It is not the first time that 
exit polls proved to be erro! 
ous. In 2004, exit polls had pi 
dicted a majority for the in 
cumbent NDA govt led by PM 
Atal Bihari Vajpayee. But the 
coalition ended up getting few 
er seats than Congress-led rz 
UPA. Such sur 
haywire in sevel 
polls in Bihar, Utt 
andother states. 


there isnowayanenu 
n tick boxes which 

s, rolling eyes, 
shrugand glances, “He or she is 
biased in favour of perceptions 
fed by media, which leads this 
person to consider ambiguous 
responses as one in line with 
s. The enu- 


silly or bigoted,” hesays 
ahul Verma of CPR of 
fered a state-wise break-up of 
the exit polls. “Ki 
Gujarat, MP, ; 
rkhand on expec 
rnataka, Bihar, Od- 
Delhi in 


UP, Mahi 
three largest 
with 160 seats — horribly 
he posted onX. 
scientist Badri Na 
n agrees the exit polls 
ng on in several s 
but also woefully inacct 
in three big Heat 
ed this to a possibly flawed 
ShyamBabuspeculatesthat methodology. “It seems the 
itcould be that many who voted _pollsterslistened to the visible 
for non-BJP parties might have publicand did not speak to the 
misreportedtheirchoice.“This quiet vot 
could be partly due to appre- polls, vote 
hension ctor of groupth: political choice after 
ink:notbackinganobviousand they have cast their ballot 
ascendant BJP might appear Sociologist Dipankar Gupta 


which 
lacks tr 


one’s honest opin 
ly if the respon- 
dent perceives that his or her 
outof theordin 
at is generally acceptableat 
this point of time,” hesay: 
Political scientist Balveer 
Arora dis- 
played 
of them 
playing BUP The 
ty inthe process,’ 
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KERALA MEDICAL SERVICES CORPORATION LTD 
(DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & FAMILY WELFARE, GOVT, OF KERALA) 
ananthapuram-14, 


E-mail : edrugs.kmscl@kerala.gi 
wobsite : www.kmscl.korala gov.in, CIN No. U24233KL2007SGCO: 


No.KMSCL/ED/08/2024 Date : 04.06.2024 
ENDER NOTICE 


Online bids are invited from manufacturers/direct importers/ loan licensees on 
behalf of Department of Health, Govt of Kerala for the Procurement of Drugs for 
Anemia Mukth Bharath for the year 2023-24, 

F Tender No. and Date No. of items 


| 1. | KMSCL/ED/IFA/RC/2024/009 dtd, 04,06.2024 05 


The last date and time of online uploading of tender will be 20.06.2024, 5.00 pm. 
The date and time of opening of Technical bid will be 24.06.2024 11.00 am. Tender 
shall be downloaded and submitted online through the e-tender portal 
www.etenders.kerala.gov.in. 


(Sd/-) MANAGING DIRECTOR (Tender Inviting Authority) 


Maharaja Agrasen Medical College 
Agroha (Hisar)-125047 (Haryana) 
(Recognized by NMC/MCI/Govt. Aided) 

Website: www.mamc.edu.in Phone No. 8930200801 

Email:- director@mamc.edu.in 


RECRUITMENT 


Applications are invited for filling up the posts of Faculty (Professor, 
Associate Professor, Assistant Professor, Senior Resident & 
C.M.O.) in various Departments in MAMC, Agroha. Qualifications 
as per NMC & salary as per Haryana Govt. with good perks with 
NPA, New Pension Scheme. Starting salary: C.M.O.-109980/-, 
Senior Resident-141860/-, Assistant Professor-145360/-, 
Associate Professor-245080/-& Professor-248860/- + HRA + 
CA as per rule. For more details, the interested candidates may 


visit at our website: https://mamc.edu.in/jobs-2/ 


OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 
JHARKHAND Bi WA) 


VT. OF JHARKHAND 
NEW DELHI-110057 

NOTICE FOR CANCELLATION OF NIT 321526 DATED 06.03.2024 AN 

¥ oh ERS HOUSEKEEPING & CATERI 


The tender invited through PR. 321526 dated 06.03.2024, is hereby cancelled due to 
ccircumstancesand fresh tenders are invited forthe same. 

led tenders are invited from reputed parties having relevant experience for “Round the 
clock Housekeeping, Cleaning, Catering and maintenance of Reception Desk, General Pest Control & 
jesthouse at Kusumpur Pahari, Vasant Vihar, New Delhi — 
from the date of agreement for a period of 2 years. ‘The Jharkhand Bhawan includes 20 standard 
xecutive suites, 2 VIP suites and office of the Residemt Commissioner, Jharkhand and office of 
‘Administrative - Jharkhand Bhawan. 

Prescribed tender forms along with NIT, terms and conditions, scope of work, 
ete can be obtained from the office of the Secretary, Department of Cabinet Secretari 
-¢ (Co-ordination), Govt, of Jharkhand, Project Building, Jharkhand Sachivalaya, Ranchi, or from 
esident Commissioner, Jharkhand Bhawan, Kusumpur Pahari, Vasant Vihar, New Delhi 
working days during office hours, 


Rodent Control at Jharkhand Bhawan, 
11005 


from 10.06.2024 0 
Cost of the form is Rs. 1000/- and to be paid in cash, MSMEs are exempted from payment of 
Tender document fee and EMDas per Government policy 
Filled up tender form, along with bank draft of Rs. $0,000/- 


drawn in favour of Chief} 
, Jharkhand Bhawan, Govt. of Jharkhand towards refundable Eamest Money 
should be submitted in two separate sealed covers each containing technical bid and financial bid 
respectively in the office of Chief Administrative Officer, Jharkhand Bhawan, Kusumpur Pahari, Vasant 
Vihar, New Dethi~ 110057 (Tel. No. 26739000) latest by 5 PM on 25.06.2024 Tender is not transferable. 
Each page of the tender form should be signed by the bidder. ‘The technical bids shall be 
opened at 11 A.M. on 26.06.2024 , at Jharkhand Bhawan, New Delhi in presence of the bidders or their 
authorized representatives with Valid ID Card and authorization letter. Due to unforeseen circumstan 
ifthe tender is not opened on the stipulated date, the same will be opened on the next working day at the 
same time ie., 11 A.M. The financial bids will be opened after evaluation of technical bids by the tender 
committee. CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 
JHARKHAND BHAWAN, 
PR 325279 Cabinet(24-25).D NEW DELHI-110057 


Administrative OM 
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Shinde’s man prevails in 
Sena vs Sena cliffhanger 
by meagre 48 votes 


Richa Pinto & 
‘Sumitra Deb Roy | Twn 


“ott vaniar SP SCOFeS in alll regions, takes pole position 


seats, JNU prof From5 Seats In 
- amongwinners — ’19, Tally Swells 
my Teau TO! 7035 & 2 Leads 


Arvind.Chauhan 
@timesgroup.com 


inant Rampur gave the party __In the south eastern part, 
a winning margin of 87,434 SP won 13 seats, including 
votes. In Sambhal, SP was Jaunpur, where BSP turn- 
victorious by13lakh votes. coat Babu Singh Kushwaha 
Its INDIA bloc partner defeated BJP’s Kripa Shan- 
Congress won the Saharan- kar Singh by 94,766 votes. Pri- 
pur seat by 64,542 votes. ya Saroj won the reserved 
In the central region, SP_ Machhlishahr seat for SP by 
won Il seats — Fatehpur, 34,536 votes, 
Kaushambi, Afzal Ansari, brother of 
» don Mukhtar Ansari, won 
Dhaurahra, Mohanlalganj, Ghazipur by 1.24 lakh votes. 
Sultanpur, Pratapgarh, Eta- In Chandauli, SP's Virendra 
wah and Kannawj. Singh defeated Union minis- 
In Kheri, SP's Utkarsh ter Mahendra Nath Pandey 


Guwahati: Congress wrested 
Manipur from BJP and its ally, 
NPF, with both Meiteidom- 
inatedvalleyandtribal-majori- : Lucknow: Samajwadi Par- 
tyhills voting ingrandoldpar-  ty'sjumpfromfiveLokSabha 
ty after a year of ethnic strife : seats in 2019 to pole position 
thathas cost over 200 lives. five years later marks a stun. 

While JNU professor An- 


Mumbai; The Mumbai 
Northwest constituency was 
expected to be an intense Sena 
vs Sena battle—and counting 
day exceeded expectations. 

Ina nail-biting finish, Ra- 
vindra Waikar of the Eknath 


Shindeled Shiv Sena nar- : gomcha Bimol Akoijam defeat SP’s ally Congress Verma Madhur defeated by 21,565 votes. Party nomi- 
rowly defeated Shiv Sena ed state minister and BJP can- won five seats in Union minister Ajay Kumar nee Chhotelal won the Ro- 
(Uddhav Thackeray) Amol 1 didate Thounaojam Basanta- the central region: Mishra Teni by 34,829 votes, _bertsganj reserved seat by 
Kirtikar by just 48 votes, the : kumarinInnerManipur, inthe Rae Bareli, Amethi, Sultanpur saw Rambhual 92,726 votes, 
lowest margin in the state. In- hills Alfred Kanngam S Arthur Nishad trounce BJP’s Mane- _ Innortheast UP, the party 
cidentally, the constituency beatNPF'sKachui Timothy zi- ; | Allahabad, Sitapur sp supporters celebrate in Lucknow on Tuesday. The party'sstellar  kaGandhiby43,174votes. won Shravasti, Basti, Sant 
also had the highest number —ygghay Thackeray said his party; ™iKinOuterManipurseat. —; 1 and Barabanki show marks a stunning comeback against all expectations Another SP candidate, R Kabir Nagar, Azamgarh, 
of NOTAs in the city, which wit challenge the result. UBT's For votersacross the valley K Chaudhary, defeated Ghosi, Salempur, Ballia and 
has six Lok Sabha se: Kirtikar had been leading the and the hills, Congress MP Ra- : ningcomebackagainstallex- with37seats. votes. The rural seat of Union minister Kaushal thereserved Lalganj seat. 
Uddhav'Thackeraysaidhis gym count tll his lead shrankto _ ‘Ul Gandhi's visit to the state : pectations,withthebonusof — InRohilkhand,SPandits Mainpuri also went SP’s Kishore inthe Mohanlalganj Bundelkhand, too, saw an 


duringtheheightof theethnic an all-round performance ally Congress won five seats way. At last count, Etah was reserved seat. SP surge, Narayan Das Ahir- 
clashes provided them the at- spanning all four regions of each, including almost in the kitty. Congress wonfiveseatsin war won Jalaun by 53,898 
around 8pm at the NESCO  fival waikar’ favour tention they had sought from this vast and diverse state. amargin of 69,116 v In Moradabad, SP’s mar- the central region — Rae votes and Krishna Devi Shiv- 
counting centre in Goregaon, “——-““"""""________: New Delhi. This was some- | Late Tuesday, Akhilesh Ya- zaffarnagar by gin of victory was 1.05 lakh Bareli, Amethi, Allahabad, shanker Patel triumphed in 
wherecrowdsof supportersof valid postal votes. But offi- | thing that PM Narendra Modi : dav’spartywassittingpretty and Firozabad by 89,312 votes, while Muslim-dom- Barabankiand Sitapur. Bandabby 71,210 votes, 

both candidates gathered out- cials deemed that these votes failed to deliver; and the people 

side the gates and raised slo- stood as invalid, reciprocated accordingly. 


party willchallengethe result, one yote, When the postal ballots 
Waikar's win was declared were added, the lead swung in his 


gansas the vote turned, Kirtikar received a total Manipur Pradesh 
UBT's Kirtikar had been of 4,52,596 votes, while Wai- | gress Committee president 
leading the EVM count for karreceived 4,526,44 votes. Keisham — Meghachandra 
muchof theafternoon,witha — The atmosphere outside : Singh, expressed gratitude to Thanks to millions of its patrons for 


margin of 1700-odd votes at NescoshiftedwhenSenaUBT the state's people for electing 
around 4pm. Confident of supporters, who had brought : Congress candidates in both 
victory, he arrived at the their dhol tasha and colours, : seatsand dedicated theelecto- 
countingcentrewherehewas learned about his narrow | ralsuccesstopeople who have 
met by jubilant supporters. loss, They began toshoutslo- | suffered in thestrifeand thos 
But the mood changed soon gans of “cheater” even as : drivenfromtheirhomesby v 
afterashisleadshranktoone Waikar’s supporters cele- | olencetorelief camps. 
vote, Andwhenthepostal bal- brated. Police presence was AICC member and senior 
lots were added, the lead strengthened but there was : spokesperson for Manipur 
swungin Waikar’sfavour. no violence, officials said. Pradesh Congress Committee 
Both candidates then « Waikar said, “Iam glad to! Ningombam Bupenda Meitei 
proached the returning offi- have got an opportunity to; wrote on ‘x’: “Leave 400, the 
cer for a recount. Following serve the nation through this | people of Manipur have re- 
therules,theelectionofficial seat, I also feel bad about : jected the outgoing PM Modi 
reexamined 111i Amol’s loss and apologize to: bygivinga margin of 1.5 lakh 
jected postal ballots Waikar thanked Eknath : votes for INC candidate, Dr: 
ballotcanbe invalidif itis im- Devendra Fadnavis | @Bimol_Akoijam and a mar: 
properly marked or torn, and andRaj'Thackeraybeforeleav- | ginof morethan0.7akh votes 
such votes are scrutinised ing the counting venue. Amol : for another Congress candi 
when the margin of victory Kirtikar didn't comment on : date, Alfred Arthur, in 2 seats Z 
byEVMislessthanthethein- thefinalresults. from Manipur (sic © 0124 - 4600414/15/16 


overwhelming support and Trust for the past 47 years 


PERSONAL CARE AND FABRIC CARE. 
www.trishulhomecare.com 


& info@trishulhomecare.in 
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ADMISSION ANNOUNCEMENT (UG PROGRAMS- 2024-25) 


Interactive session with the Vice Chancellor, 


Registration & Counselling Fee 
DSEU will be held at 12:00 PM on 06.06.24 
(Thursday) at DSEU HQ, Dwarka. (Non-Refundable) € 1 500/- 


PROGRAMS OFFERED 
UG-Certificate Programs | UG-Diploma Programs (Full Time) UG-Degree Programs (Full Time) 
(Full Time) (Duration-01 | (Duration-02 Years) NCrF Level-5 (Four Year UG Degree Programs with exit 
Year) NCrF Level-4,5 options) NCrF Level-6 with exit option at 
NCrF Level 5.5 
B.S. Automotive Retail Management 
B.S, Banking, Financial Services and 


Crafting Excellence 


BE RESPONSIBLE TODAY 
FOR A SUSTAINABLE 
TOMORROW 


Certificate Course in 
Food Production 


UG Diploma in Sports Fitness and 
Yoga Applications 


Certificate Course in UG Diploma in Hospitality Insurance 

Retall Services Operations . BS. E-Commerce Operations and Digital F 

perenne UG Diploma in Beauty and Application 4 
Wellness . BS. Retail Management fi 

Gomputareysiem UG Diploma in Beauty and BS. Supply Chain Management 8 

Operator Wellness . BS. Hospitality Management é 

Certificate course in UG Diplomain Video Production B.S. Community Organisation and 3 


Development Practice 


Digital Marketing and UG Diploma in Precision 
BS. Digital marketing and Data Analytics 


Webdevelopment |” Engineering 
Certificate course in UG Diploma in Garment . B.S. Computer Applications 
Finance Executive Manufacturing and Quality ). B.A. (Hons.) Spanish 


Certificate course in Assurance . BS. Beauty Therapy 
refrigeration and Air UG Diploma in Tool and Die . B.Sc. (Hons.) Mathematics 
conditioning Skills Making . B.S. Office Management 


. UG Diploma in Food Production 
Certificate course in 2: eae " 
). UG Diplomain LightVehicles 
. UG Diploma in Heavy Vehicles 
. UG Diplomain German Language 
. UG Diploma in Japanese 
Language 
. UG Diploma in French Language 
. UG Diploma in Computer System 
Operator 
. UG Diploma in Apparel Retail 
Managementand Merchandising 


Welding Technology 
Certificate course in 
Mechatronics skill 


. B.A. (Hons) Fine Arts 

. BS. Digital Media Design 

. B.S. Business Process Management 
. BS. Fashion Design 

3. B.S. Interior Design 

. B.S. Hospital Facility Management 
. BS. Optometry 

. BS. Entrepreneurship 

. BS. Dialysis Technology 

. BS. Emergency Medical Technology 
. BS. Medical Laboratory Sciences 


17. Diplomain Pharmacy 


. BS. Facility Management 


Eligibility Criteria for Admission to UG Programs 2024-25 
S.No | Programs ‘Minimum Eligibility 
3 De Certificate: {I) XII (senior secondary) Grade Pass or (ii) 10th+2-Yr NTC/NAC/CITS, (iii) 40 


UG Diploma d 
UG Degree credits of NSOF level 4.0. 


Important dates for Online Registration- 
1. Commencement of Online Registration and Choice | May 24, 2024 (Friday) from 11:00 AM. 
Filling. (Along with Application Fee Payment) 


B Last Date and Time for Online Registration 


June 15, 2024 (Saturday) till 05:30 P.M. 


How to apply- The candidates are required to fill the online application form available at 
https://dseuadm.samarth.edu.in/ug Keep visiting DSEU website regularly for further updates. You may visit the above 
mentioned website for further details about the programs, eligibility and relaxation in eligibility to reserve categories, 
feesand admission process.In case of any difficulty to apply online application, candidate may visit DSEU (HQ) Dwarka. 


Registrar, DSEU 


This World Environment Day, be a responsible citizen by doing 
your part in keeping the planet safe. E-waste is a silent threat to the world. 
Let's break this silence together. 


We encourage you to stand together with us in support of collecting, 
recycling & reusing electronic waste and contributing to a cleaner environment. 


To know more about the initiative and be a part of it, reach out to SACH/Teach 


India E-waste Nation Solutions Centre on +91-9811992410. 


® 


ACSR initiative by Mercedes-Benz India Private Limited 
Inassociation with 


THE TIMES OF INDIA 
WSACH 


Knowledge Partner 
AGTI and TEACH INDI/\. 
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RACE TO YS Sharmila 


LOK SABHA CONG | ppp 


YS Avinash 
Reddy 
YSRCP 


BY 
4,64,104 


VOTES 


Pass 
Or 
Fail? 


Ahmad 
JKNC 


VOTES 


Queen’s gambit: Kangana 
beats royal scion in Mandi 


Rohit.Mullick@timesgroup.com 


Kullu: Women voters in Himachal Pra- 
desh's Mandi seem to have played as 
significanta role in BJP rookie Kanga- 
na Ranaut's triumph over Vikramadi- 
tyaSinghasher movie-starallureanda 
bit of Modi magic as he publicly rooted 
for her, saying she reflected “aspira 
tions of ournation’s daughters” 

Ina contest that could have been 
billed as ‘Queen vs Royal Scion’, wom- 
en voters outnumbered men at the 
booths, EC data shows 5.03 lakh wom- 
en, or 74% of the 9.9 lakh-strong fe- 
male electorate, voted in Mandi. In 

themaleturnoutwas72% of 
lakh registered voters. 

Percentage of women who voted 
was decidedly higher in the assembly 
segments of Sundernagar, Nachan, Da- 
rang, Jogindernagar, Mandi, Balh and 
In Sarkaghat, of which 
tive village Bhambla isa 
centage of women voters 
was way higher than men. 

Kangana not only led in nine as 
sembly segments of Mandi district, 
but was also ahead in the assembly 
segments of other districts, including 
Kullu, Manali, Banjar and Bharmour: 

Kangana portrayed herself as “a 
daughter of Mandi” and accused Con- 
gress of humiliatingher. 

Crediting PM Modi for her win, 
Kangana said Congress paid the price 
of unfairly targeting her. Vikramadi- 
tya’s defeat is expected to weaken his 
position within state Congress. 


BJP’s Kangana Ranaut in a celebratory 


A hat-trick in Mathura 


athird time after defeating Mukesh 


2.5 lakh votes, reports Mohammad 


gin of 2,93,471 votes, defeating RLD's 


Mathura. My priority is district 


Mathura and Brijwasis,” she said. 


Mehbooba Mufti 


Mian Altaf 


BY 
2,81,794 


mood in Mandi on Tuesday 


Hema Malini’s dream run: 


ctor-turned-politician Hema Malini 
(BJP) has proven herself once again 
as she managed to win Mathura LS seat 


Dhangar (Congress) bya margin of over 


Dilshad. She won by amargin of 4,30,747 
votes in 2014. In 2019, she won by amar- 


Kunwar Narendra Singh. With hope of 
ahat-trick, BJP chose Hemaas its candi- 
date in 2024, as well. "I thank people of 


development, I'l do allot for residents of 


"W book your logon to: ad.hmesgrOUp.com or Cal: 18001205474 (Fe) 


Itis with profound sadness that we share the news of the 
passing of our dearest 


VANDANA SAIGAL 


_ 


(17/1/1970 - 03/06/2024) 


During this difficult time, we find solace in the memories 
we shared and the positive impact Vandana had on all of us. 


In honor of her life, we will be holding a prayer meeting on 6th June 
from 4pm - 5 pm at Chinmaya Mission, Lodhi Road. New Delhi. 


. 
In Grief 
Saigal’s, Chhabra’s & Anand’s 


Chirag 


Paswan 
UP (RAM VILAS) 
Rajiv Pratap 


Naidu, Nitish 
champions of 
spl tag demand 


Rohini Acharya 
RID 


DANCE of DEMOCRACY | STATE OF STATES 


Shivraj Singh 
Chouhan 
BIP 


WON AGAINST 


By 
8,21,408 
VOTES 


‘THETIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI 
WEDNESDAY, JUNES, 2024 


Omar Abdullah 
JKNC 

Abdul Rashid, 
Sheikh 
Ind 


By 
2,04,142 


VOTES 


Tamilisai S 
BIP 
[TRAILING | 


T Sumathy 
DMK 


BY 
2,26,078 


INDIA bloc to meet today, decide 
on approaching TDP, JD(U): Rahul 


‘Won't Take Call 
Unilaterally On 
Govt Formation’ 


Ambika.Pandit®timesgroup.com 


hat's common be 


for split states 
tom TOt 
WwW tween Chandrababu 
Naiduand Nitish Ku- 


marapart from being kingmak- 
ers once again? For years, both 
the satraps have sought special 
category status for their states 
thatsaw bifurcation. 

In Andhra, Naidu’s TDP 
and Jagan Mohan Reddy's 
YSRCP have all along made it 
a big issue, something which 
Congress too promised in the 
just-concluded assembly elec- 
tions. On Tuesday, Congress 
MP Jairam Ramesh sought to 
cash in on it amid efforts to 


New Delhi: INDIA bloc mem- 
bers will meet on Wednesday and 
decide whether to approach for- 
mer partners including JD(U) 
and TDP to attempt govt forma- 
tion at Centre. Congress’ Rahul 
Gandhi made it clear that there 
will be no unilateral decision on 
this. Indicating that “it isa very 


‘Sonia Gandhi, Mallikarjun Kharge, Priyanka Gandhi Vadra and Rahul Gandhi 
celebrate Congress's impressive performance, in New Delhi on Tuesday 


tus for Andhra Pradesh. “This 
was a promise made during the 
passage of AP Reorganisation 
Act, 2014, by Dr Manmohan 
Singh, who committed toiton the 
floor of Rajya Sabha in Feb 2014,” 

Ramesh also highlighted that 
hehad raised the issue of special 
category status for Andhra Pra- 
desh in 2017 in Pasrliament. 
Highlighting the benefits of spe- 
cial status, Ramesh added “after 
loss of Hyderabad, these provi- 
sions could have helped lay the 
foundations for the state's 
continued prosperity, but ‘Modi 
Sarkar’ betrayed people of the 
ite for ten years. Congress is 
determined to right this 


woo Telugu Desam into IN- : fineline” Gandhi said “whatever 
DIA bloc. Andhra’s demand 
stems from the status being: 
accorded to Telangana. 

INDIA will finish the un: 
finished business of 2014: On 
Feb 14, 2014, PM Dr Manmohan 
Singh pledged special category 
status to the new state of And. 
hra Pradesh for five years. 
BJP’s Venkaiah Naidu coun. 
tered by saying BJP, if elected 

to power, will extend it for 10 
years, Two months later, Na- 
rendra Modi, in Tirupati, re- 
peated the promise,” he tweet 
ed, while accusing BJP govt at 
Centre of ignoringit. 

Nitish’s demand dates 
back to 2005 when he was fi1 
sworn inas Bihar CMand 
erated it last Nov after relea 
ing caste survey in the state. 
After he switched to support 


willacton it.” 

We are part of a coalition. 
We had told INDIA partners ear- 
lier that we will meet on June 5st 
and discuss this. Honestly, Idon't a 
have the answer to this question v 
right now, but tomorrow I will,” 


tion that even though NDA has 
thenumbers to form govt, wheth- 
er there are chances that INDIA i 
alliance will attempt govt forma. 


ing UPA ahead of 2014 poll: ‘Sumati Yengkhom & 
things had reached a stage Sanjib Chakraborty | 1x» rai 
where Centrehad appointeda ac 
panel chaired by Raghuram : Kolkata: Basirhat Lok Sabha 


which includes 
ikhali, handed over ade- iti 


Rajan, In 2015, PM Narendra 
Modi had also announced a Rs 
L2lakh crore package, but the 
demand came up during polls 
too given that the state re- 
mains among the poorest in 
country. Special catego 
tus opens door for higher cen: 

tral assistance apart from tax 
benefits. With GST in place, 
tax sops may not be so easy in 


candidate Haji Nurul Islam 
trouncing BJP’s Rekha Patrabya 


hat but maintained its leed in 
Sandeshkhali assembly 
ment, which is a part of the Lok 
Sabha constituency. All trouble 


ner 


DIA bloc 
Rahul said in response toa ques-  onthat, 


isive mandate to TMC with its bing by local 
tionaties, 
greenhorn Patra, analleged vic- 
tim of atrocities, against Islam, 
an MLA and former MP. Even 
PM Narendra Modi promoted 
seg- Patraas“shaktiswaroopa” (em: 
bodiment of Shakti), 


INDIA bloc will decide they tion byreachingout to former al- 
lies like JD(U) and TDP. 


‘We respect ouralliance part 
and are not going to make 
tatements in the press without 
sking them their opinion. It is 
ery fine line... so whatever IN- 
vill decide we will act 
Gandhi added. 
Congress president Mallikar- 


jun Kharge reiterated that no de- 


ision on the issue can be taken 


“till we talk to our alliance part- 


BJP’s face of Sandeshkhali fight | 
loses poll battle by 3.3L votes 


Sarberia in Sandeshkhali to 


id premises of Shahjahan, an 
‘cused in theration scam. 

BJP had whipped upa politi 
tormover thealleged atroc: 
on women and land g 
amool func- 
The party fielded 


A series of accusation fol- 


tation, 


claimed that it wasa ‘false’ cam- 


nerjee said: 
eshkhali have responded to this, 
vicious campaign by voting for 
's Where we led not on! 
Sandeshkhali 8 
ment but in the booths in locali: 
ties where people protested. Isa- 
lute people of Sandeshkhali. 


wrong, and help secure AP's eco 
nomicfuture.” 

Ramesh demanded that PM 
Modi should take moral respon- 
sibility for the performance in 
these polls and resign. “He used 
to pretend that he could not be a 
former prime minister. Now it 
has been proven that the outg 
ing PM is going to be a former 
PM. He should take moral r 
sponsibility and resign, This is 
themessage of thiselection,” Ra- 
mesh said ina post on X, 


With 7.1L victory 
margin, Abhishek 
sets new record 
in West Bengal 


Kolkata: Trinamool general secre- 


ners and new partners who will 
bejoiningus. We will talk tothem 


and see how we can make a ma- 
egies: 


If [discuss all str 
here only, Modi ji will bealer 
Khargeadded. 

In what appeared to be an ou: 
treach to TDP from Congress, 
ecretary Jairam 
in a tweet shared that 
‘Nyay Patra” (mani- 
festo) once again reiterates the 
promise of special category sta- 


They countered the 
aim with sting videos which 


paign prompted by BJP. tary Abhishek Banerjee on Tue 
Reacting to TMC win, Ben: : day won Diamond Hai 
b- gal chief minister Ma 71 lakh vo the highest ever 


People of margin in Bengal. Banerjee polled 
10,48,230 lakh votes, smashing the 
victory margin record held so far 
by CPM's late Anil Basu, who had 
won by a margin of 5,92,502 from 
Arambagh in 2004, Banerjee's clo 
estrival, BJPcandidate Abhijit: 
Bobby, got 3.3 lakh votes while 
CPM's Pratik Ur Rahaman came 


in the 


assemb 


“This 


sa victory for the pe 


today’s times. spots in Sandeshkhali also voted lowed with a section of women ple who have been with us all : third with 86,953 votes, 
But special packagecanbe : inTrinamool’sfavour alleging sexual abuse and land along. People in their verdict Banerjee did not speak to the 
easier to provide: ally at ‘The restive belt has beenon grabbing by Shahjahan and his have shown that the Sandeshk- : mediabutflasheda victory signas 


the boil since Jan 5 when an ED 
team came under mob attack to 


a time when 16th Finance 
Commission has begun work 
on sharing of resources and 
providing grants to states, 
stating April 2026. 


TMC strongman Sheikh Shah- 


men. While their agitation led 


jahan. ED officials had gone to ing BJP of engineering the agi 


arrest of Shahjahan, Uttam 


near the premises of suspended Sardar and Shibu Hazra, it took 
apolitical turn with TMCaccus- 


& 
a 


Monica Singh Joher 
15th December, 1937 - 05th June, 2022 
(W/o Late Sardar Paramjit Singh Joher) 
Ce eS 


Our beloved mother left for her heavenly abode 
2 years ago after a joyful life. 
A loving, humble St. Columbus High School teacher, 
who imparted true values and love 
to all students & family. We miss you. 


Deeply Mourned by : 

Meghna & Sanjeet Joher 
(Daughter in law & Son) 
Manjyot & Bikram Joher 
(Grand Sons) 

Johers, Chawlas, Sabharwals & Chhabras 


OBITUARY 


REMEMBRANCES 


SHEENA / MADHURI 
eee toe ean) 
‘You are alw: y close to us; yet so far, 
, sme ah binant us 
With deepest sorrow and ee ee ue 


patiales! si cenlenectabon 
“+ Rawat Family & Friends = Prasad Family 
‘= Supreme Advt. ia 


CHAUDHURY 
05 Jun 2001 


LAKSHMI 


CHAUDHURY 
30 May 2012 


otis ees 
Wg Cdr Anup Kumar 
Chaudhury (Reta), 
Dr Devnanda Chaudhury, 


[in Loving Memory | 


‘The silent joy of remembering a loved one. 
The moments you shared together. 
Little moments that make life beautiful. 
‘Share them. With Fiends. Relatives. Neighbours. 
Colleagues. With all those whose lives 
the departed Soul has touched. Because while life goes on, 
‘when you share memories, they stay on forever. 


Ajay Kumar Mittal. 


(28.071957-05 062023), 


REMEMBR ANCE 


SHARING MEN 


‘Sagar Choukse& 
Amarjeet Singh| Twn 


Indore/Bhopal: No-choice 
turned out to be Indore’s sec: 
ond choice in a one-sided 
fight. NOTA polled a record 
2.18 lakh votes in MP's com 
mercial capital inanelection 
where a last-minut 
to BJP by Congre 
date left the saffron camp 
withouta challenger. 

Prior to this, the highest 
NOTA count in country was 
51,680 votes in Bihar’s Gopal- 
ganj in 2019, followed by Bi- 
har's West Champaran 
(45,699) and Nilgiris in Tamil 


hali campaign wa: 
said Haji Nurul slam, 


claimed: “Voting w. 
atle 


-Inone-man Indore fight, 
NOTA polls 2.2L votes 


he went from his Harish Chatter- 
jee Road home to Kalighat to meet 
CM Mamata Banerjee. ‘The CM 
said: “Ieongratulate Abhishek for 
his record victory.” A beaming 
CM also held Abhishek cl 
when both flashed the victory sign 
for the shutterbugs. 

In 2019, Banerjee had won by a 
margin of over 3 lakh votes, defeat: 
ing BUP candidate Nilanjan Roy. In 
2014, his margin wasamodest 71,298 
over CPM candidate Abul Hasnat. 
Banerjee had sounded confident of 
acomfortable victory for his party 
after he cast his vote last Saturdz 
claiming that they will perform 
much better than 2019 LS polls. The 
trend was clear after three rounds 
of counting when Banerjee took a 
leadof Ilakh, Trinamool went into 
acelebratory mood once the mar: 
gin crossed lakh. teawto1 


KL Sharma’s win 
in Amethi sparks 
celebrations in his 


basele 


Patra, on the other hand, 
rigged in 
t500 booths by TMC.” 


Nadu (46,559) in 2014, In In- 
dore, NOTA accounted for14% 
of all votescast, turningoutto 
bea bigger talking point than 
sitting MP Shankar Lalwani's 
vietory by 1.7lakh votes. 
After the ‘betrayal’ by its 
candidate left Congress un- 
represented in Indore for the 
first time ever, opposition 
canvassed for NOTA as anal- 
ternative to BJP. NOTA be- 
came the talk of the town, 
and senior BJP functionar 
ies started slamming Con- 
gress for promoting it. BJP 
even ran a counter-cam- 
paign, urging Indore voters 
not to “waste their vote”. 


TIMES 


RATE 


TRIBUTES 


Publications 


Ludhiana home 


Ludhiana: Kishori Lal Sharma's 
household in Ludhiana erupted 
incelebrationsasthe trusted lieu- 
tenant of the Gandhi family de- 
feated BP's Smriti Irani by over 
1.67 lakh votes in Amethi, reports 
Harmandeep Singh. 


CARD 


SANDHYA TIMES (Delhi) 


TOID Capital + NBT (Delhi+NCR) 


As Congress's Sharma took a 
lead in early counting rounds, rela- 
tives and friends gathered at his 
home in Shivaji Nagar area of the 
Punjab city, filling the air with 
cheers. Neighbours, supporters 
and well-wishers joined in, bring- 
ing flowers and congratulatory 
messages, Sharma is thefirst non- 
Gandhi Congress MP of Amethi 


To place an Obituary announcement or 
Remembrance message please call 


Vinod: 9958992088 
Pankaj: 8130604727 


> *Placementon specified obit pages only.» This rate benefit is extended up till 
the size of 320 sq, cm only. » ## Full run includes Dethi City + NCR (Including 
Gurgaon + Noida) + Chandigarh + Western UP. + Uttarakhand » TOI Capital 
(Delhi & NCR) Includes TOI Gurgaon &TOI Noida, 


in25years. 

‘The Gandhis have been con- 
testing Amethi since 1999. Rahul 
won it thrice in a row (2004, 2009, 
and 2014) but lost to Smriti by 
55,000 votes in 2019. 

Punjab Congress working 
president Bharat Bhushan Ashu, 
who considers Sharma his politi- 
cal mentor, and other state party 
functionaries had gone to Amethi 
tocampaign for him. 

Sharma’s wife Kiren is still in 
Amethi. “This is a monumental 
achievement. People of Amethi 


have blessed us with this victory 
and weare grateful,” Kiren said. 


THE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI 
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s Swomen fom 
: pom : met 
in LS: Mp Government of India Fall Stack Python with 
electeds Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas ° 
= = = ; womento 
7 test, Invites applications for the post of Data Science 
In Gandhinagar WIth /.4L WIN =: Chairman 
. Bn ; aaarSigh Indian Oil Corporation Ltd. 
i £ Chauhan, 
Betters His In potato bowl, Cong reaps solitary success irayis. Last date of receipt of 
* 1 Gujarat's potato bowl, plucky Congress legistatorhas Engh, Sand- applications in MoP&NG is by 
denied BJP ahat-trickof cl .GenibenThakoregifted | hyaRai,La- 
5.6L Victory LE ee 15:00 hours on 03.07.2028 ss 
H trouncing rookie Rekhaben Chaudhary by 31,000 votes in de&Bharti a . +7633, 0422-2993040 
Margin Of 19 Banaskantha Lok Sabha seat. : Pardiare, For details login to website peepee 
The feisty Thakore community leader, whohitthecampaign trail areofBIP. ittps:/imopng.gov.in Sl 


Times News Network 


Gandhinagar: Having begun 
hisjourney in publiclifemore 
than 30 years ago as a booth- 
level BJP worker in Gandhi- 
nagar Lok Sabha constituen- 
cy, Amit Shah stamped his su 
premacy on the prestigious 
constituency on Saturday, 
pulling off a spectacular win 
witha7.4lakh vote margin. 
Shah defeated his Congress 
rival Sonal Patel, by 744,716 
votes, the second-highest victo- 
ry margin in Gujarat and likely 
among the topfivein country, in 
2024 general elections. Shah 
polled 10,10,972 votes against 
2,66,256 votes polled by Patel. 
Shah contestedaLSelection for 
the first time in 2019 and won 
Gandhinagar by 5.6 lakh votes, 
While the state BJP did 
play its part in scripting the 
record win by galvanising the 


Amit Shah has nurtured the seat 
diligently over the past five years 


cadre, Shah nurtured his 
home constituency diligentl; 
over the past five years. Al- 
most all infrastructure being 
planned for Ahmedabad's bid 
tohost the 2036 Olympicsisgo- 
ingtocome up within Gandhi- 
nagar LS constituency limits. 
‘These include Sardar Val- 
labhbhai Patel Sports En- 
clave, Naranpura Sports Com- 
plex and Olympic village at 
Manipur-Godhavi 
Gandhinagar ranks among 
the most significant seats in 


ol LINE OF NO CONTROL __ Sanoetr Avuwanvy 


THE MORNING AFTER... 


pitching herselfas “Banas ni Ben (sister of Banas)”, sent Rekhaben 
Packing ina finish that went down tothe wire. Thisis the first time in 
62 years that a woman candidate has romped home in 
Banaskantha, after Congress’ Zohraben Chavda won the seatin 
1962. The victory margin may look small, but it wasatall order for 


the 47-year-old Genibentosway 


the fortunes in Congress’ favour, 


considering BJP won this seat by 3.69 lakh votes in 2019. 
“Iwas a contest between Geniben and Shankar Chaudhary, and 
not Rekha Chaudhary,” Gujarat Congress spokesperson Parthivraj 


Kathwadia said. “Thi 


defeat of: 


“sarkar’ (govt) and‘sahkar’ 


(cooperatives), as Shankarbhai used his clout, but in vain.” reaxtrot 


country. Apart from being the 
seat of state govt, stalwartslike 
former PM Atal Bihari Vaj- 
payee and BJP patriarch LK 
Advani have represented it in 
the past, and PM Modi isalsoa 
registered voter in Gandhina 
gar LS constituency. Before be 
coming an MP by winning 
Gandhinagar seat for the first 
time in 2019, Shah represented 
Naranpura assembly constitu 
ency, one of the assembly seg. 
ments under Gandhinagar. 


Prajwal fails 


Capping three back-to-back 
roadshows covering all areas 
of his constituency a day be- 
fore filing his nomination pa: 
pers, Shah toldacrowd in Vejal- 
purarea on April 18, “People of 
Ahmedabad, PM Modi has giv- 
ena prominent guarantee that 
the 2036 Olympic Games will be 
held in India. Tell me, where 
will it be held?” When the peo- 
ple answered ‘Ahmedabad’, 
Shah asserted, “It will be held 
inGandhina constituency.” 


, but Gowdas 


retain their Vokkaliga base 


Team TO! 


Bengaluru: In what can be 
considered retention of Vok 
kaliga support despite all 
odds, ex-PM HD Deve Gowda 
led Janata Dal(S) won two of 
three Lok Sabha seats it con- 
tested in alliance with BJP. 
JD(S) state chief HD Kuma: 
raswamy defeated Congress 
Venkataramange Gowda from 
Mandya by 2.8 lakh votes, 
avenging his son's defeat in 
2019, Pa \didate from Ko- 
lar reserved seat, Mallesh Ba- 
bu, won with a margin of 1.27 
lakh votes. Gowda’s son-in-law 
and noted cardiologist CN 


brother of deputy CM DK Shiv: 
akumar in his stronghold of 
Bengaluru Rural, by a massive 
27lakh votes. 

“When Gowdas, especially 
Deve Gowda, are cornered po- 
litically, the Vokkaliga com- 
munity supported them. This 
time also, they did the same,” 
said a JD(S) functionary. The 
victories are likely to boost 
morale of the party hit by its 


drubbing in last year's a 


sembly elections, Prajwal Re 
vanna’s alleged sex ndal, 
andefforts by Congres 
the party. a source said. 

Meanwhile, Praj 
insex of 


Advt Reference No. : AD, 


eat 


Aeronautical Development Agency 


(Mi 


istry of Defence, Govt. of India) 


PB No. 1718, Vimanapura Post, Bangalore-560017 


DV-125:2024 


RECRUITMENT : PROGRAMME BASED MANPOWER ON CONTRACT BASIS 


31-05-2024 


Aeronautical Development Agency (ADA) is an Autonomous Body and a Society entrusted with the task of Design and 
Development of LCA (Tejas) and AMCA. ADA invites applications from Indian Citizens for Programme based fixed tenure 
appointment for a period of FIVE years and extendable based on performance and requirement of the programme. 
The details of the requirement is mentioned below: 


Transport 
Allowance 
(Fixed) (Rs.) 


Project Admin 
Assistant (PAA) 


25,500/- 


Total 


of the total 


One vacancy each reserved for Ex-Serviceman an 
14 vacancies (for PAA) as mentioned ab] 


ve 


PwBD (Visuall 


Handicapped) category out 


Project Senior 
Admin Assistant 
(PSA) 


UR 


OBC 


Total 


a1 
05 


35,400/- 8,466/- 


3,600/- 


47,496/- | 45 years 


One vacancy reserved for PwBD (Visually Handicapped) category out of the total 06 vacancies 
(for PSAA) as mentioned above 


Qualification(for both the posts): Candidates should have atleast a Bachelor's Degree in Commerce/ Science/ Arts/ 
Business Administration/Business Management from a recognised university 


Experience for Post of ‘Project Admin Assistant’: Minimum 3 years experience in any one or more of the areas related to 
Admin/HR/Material Management/Purchase & Stores/ Finance/Accounts. 
Experience for Post of ‘Project Senior Admin Assistant’: Minimum 6 years experience in any one or more of the areas 
related to Admin/HR/Material Management/Purchase & Stores/Finance/ Accounts. 


For full details of the advertisement, General conditions and registration of application online, please log on to 
https://www.ada.gov.in. Registration of applications on ADA web site will be accepted from 10 am onwards from 
05th June 2024 till 1700 hrs on 25th June 2024. 


Manjunath, fighting on a BJP 
ticket 


defeated DK Suresh, Ha 


tain the family’s 
ssanafter three decad 


bastion of 


Director (Admin & HR) 
ADA 


FOOD PROCESSING INDUSTRY EXPO 


CONSUMER CONNECT INITIATIVE 


Indian food processing industry: A power booster for employment 


ing sector 
‘gest in the 


ndia's food proce: 
one of the 1 


world and its output isexpect- 
ed to reach USD 535 bn by 2025- 
ing sector in 


26. The food proc 
India has a quinte 
linking Indian farm 
sumers in the domestic and inter- 
national markets. The food pro- 
cessing industry has a share of 
12,22 percent in the employment 
generated in the registered facto- 
ry sector, engaging approximate- 
ly2.03 million people. The unreg- 
istered food processing sector 
supports employment to 5.1 mil- 
lion workers and constitutes 14.18 
per cent of employment in the 


India are processed fruits and 
vegetables, RTE/ RTC, mozzarel- 
lacheese, processed marine prod- 
ucts, edible oils, beverages, and 
dairy products. 

To address the manufacturing 
needs of the fast-growing Indian 


technological 
trends in food processing and 
packaging as well as machinery 
and innovations, the 3rd edition 
of Inter FoodTech—a premier 
technology supplier fair for food 
and beverage industry—shall be 
held from Sth to 7th June, 2024 
at Yashobhoomi (IICC), Dwarka, 
New Delhi. Inter FoodTech is 


eryand confectionery processing 
and packaging technology and 
services; and Annapoorna Inter 
Food—international food and 
beverage trade expo jointly pre- 
sented by Federation of Indian 
Chamber of Commerce & Indus- 
try (FICCI), VA Exhibitions, and 
Forum of India Food Importers 
(FIFD, makingthis themostcom- 
prehensive food business plat- 
form in the country. 

Inter FoodTech and Snack & 
BakeTec exhibitions bringtogeth- 
er the best processing and pack- 
aging machinery suppliers, solu- 
tions, and service providers 
required for the manufacturing 


catering services, QSRs, baker 


Balvinder $ Sawhney, assistant 
secretary general, FICCI, the 
poorna Inter 
Food says, “We are extremely 
happy to re-launch Annapo‘ 
brand as Annapoorna Inter Food 
with our new partners, VA Exhi- 
bition: \d FIFI and are deter- 
mined to shape it as the most 
important trade fair for food and 
beverage in the region.” 
Concurrent activities planned 
with the exhibition to create a 
complete business platform and 
enhance business for all stake- 
holders of the food and beverage 


seminar on ‘Technological inter- 
n Indian Dairy’ by Indi- 
tion (IDA); panel 
ssion on ‘Improving effi- 
\ey and quality with automa- 
tion in food processing’, and 
ng Technology ~ 
Trends and Challenges’ by Agro 
‘sing Equipment & 
‘Technology Providers Associa- 
tion (AFTPAD, and panel diseus- 
ion on ‘From ‘m to Table: 
Ensuring Authentication 
and Traceability in Food and Bev- 
erage Products’ by Authentica- 
tion Solution Providers’ Associ- 
ation (ASPA); Annapoorna Inter 
Food, Food Retail Awards 


unregistered manufacturing s 
tor, Major sectors constituting 
the food processing industry in 


Incredible Chef Challenge; 
and Chef Master Classes in the 
culinary arena, 


ers and wholesalers, modern 
trade and institutional buyers, 
hotels, resorts and restaurants, 


countries will showcase their solutions to 
the food processing industry spread across 
an bition area of 20,000 sq mt. 

Ashwani Pande, CEO, VA Exhibitions 
Pvt. Ltd., the organiser of these trade fairs 
says, “Just in their 3rd edition, Inter Food- 
Tech and Snack & BakeTec together have 
become the most important trade fairs for 
the food processing sector bringing togeth- 
er the best minds and best processing and 
packaging solutions from across the globe 
to set the roadmap for future trends, and 
influence policy-making through rep- 
resentations, open up newer markets, ena- 
ble joint ventures, as well as act as the best 
knowledge sharing platform.” 

Dr Alberto Commetti, CEO and manag- 
ing director, POLIN Group, Italy—one of 
the exhibiting companies, say ‘We have 
a good knowledge of the Indian market 
since we have been working foralongtime 
with important companies in the confec- 
tionery industry of this great country, 
th ‘ P which is constantly growing and evolving. 
16" International aA It is a market in which channels such as 

ODT supermarkets and hypermarkets are gi 
food & beverage trade expo 


ing importance. As a result of this retail 


co-located with related trade _ ofall kinds of processed food and 
shows, Snack & BakeTec—inter- beverage products. More than 
national trade fairon snacks,bak- 400 companies from around 20 


industry: FICCI’s Food World 
India 2624—a global convention 
for food and beverage industry; 


VA Exhibitions 


Annapoorna 
Inter Food 


Exhibition on food & beverage, 
snacks, bakery & confectionery 
processing and packaging technology 


Visitor 
Pre-Registration 


development, traditional products that 
continue tobe very popular, such as typical 
Indian bread, are being joined by more 
western bakery products such as crois- 
of 


JUNE 05-07, 2024 


“a9 Yashobhoomi (IICC), Dwarka, New Delhi 
Visitor ! 
Pre-Registration sants, muffins and artisanal biscuit: 
which there isan ever-increasing deman 
Annapoorna Inter Food, an internation- 

al food beverage trade expo, will forge con- 
current trade and industry connections; it 
will propel food and beverage brands to 
new heights. It is the ultimate destination 
for anyone serious about making waves in 
the Indian food & beverage (F&B) industry 
as it provides unparalleled networking 
opportunities as well as opportunities to 
showcase F&B products to the power play- 
ers of the industry and elevate food and 
beverage brands among the industry cir- 


Witness exhibits of over 
300 companies from 20 countries 


JUNE 05-07, 2024 


Yashobhoomi (IICC), Dwarka, New Delhi 


Concurrent Seminars 


Seminar on 
“Technological Interventions in Indian Dairy” 


Panel discussions on “Improving Efficiency & Quality with 


°2 AFT PA Automation and Hygiene in Food Processing” 

a~ SDAAWAT] 9 

= gs \ | ~ =, i “The exhibition is expected to attract and “Food Processing Technology - Trends & Challenges” 
FOOD RETAIL CULINARY = over 15,000 business visitors from India 

Awards 2024 ARENA S&S and neighbouring countries representing IXKSPA Panel discussion on “From Farm to Table: Ensuring 


small, medium, and large-scale food and 
beverage manufacturers to Inter Food- 
Tech, and Snack & BakeTec. Visitors would 
represent distributors and traders, retail- 


Authentication and Traceability in Food & Beverage Products” 


VA | Exhibitions 


(© gurmeet.chawla@ficci.com 
© gv@vaexhibitions.com; +91 9848450521 


@ www.annapoornainterfood.com gv@vaexhibitions.com; +91 9848450521 www.interfoodtech.com 
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India’s poorest and backward stood up to save Constitution, says Rahul 


Ambika.Pandit@timesgroup.com said that this election was a 
fight between Modi versus the 
people. We humbly accept the 
people's mandate,” Kharge 
said. He described the gains 
made by INDIA bloc a 
date of the public and a“ 
ryof peopleand democracy”. 
“This time the people did 


New Delhi: Mallikarjun 
Kharge and Rahul Gandhi ad- 
dressed a press conference 
hereon Tuesday evening in the 
presence of Congress Parlia- 
mentary Party chairperson So- 
nia Gandhi. “We have always 


ness, state of farmers and 
misuse of Constitutional in 
stitutions,” Khargesaid. 
Rahul ‘said that for Con- 
gressand INDIA bloc, thisgen- 
eral election wasa fighttosave 
the Constitution, and their 
campaign's focus on reserva- 
tions and poverty resonated 
with voters, adding “India’s 


not give any party a complete 
majority, particularly BJP, 
which sought a vote in the 
name of one person and one 
face,” Kharge said. 
Heclaimed INDIA alliance 
fought despite tough circum. 
stances with govt machinery 
“creating obstacles” every 
step of the way like seizing 


Uttarakhand State Co-operative Federation Limited 


“UCF Sadan” Vishnu Vihar, Deep Nagar Road, Dehradun-248001 


‘ais = 0206-2024 


Expression of Interest (EOI! 

Uttarakhand State Cooperative Federation Ltd. invites 
expression of Interest for running its Ayurvedic unit (UMPL) situated 
at, Halduchaur near Haldwani District Nainital for appointment as 
Bussiness Provider and all Plant Operations from the reputed and 
‘experienced firms who are involved in the business of manufacturing 
and marketing of AYUSH medicines. All the terms and conditions are 
in the prescribed format which can be downloaded from our website 
www.ucf.org.in. 

Managing director has the right to reject any or all the EOls 
withoutassigninganyreason hereof. Managing Director. 


APPEAL FOR IDENTIFICATION 


General public is hereby 
informed that an unidentified 
dead body of male Age : About 
45 years, Height : 5'4", Face: 
Long, Built: Medium, 
Complexion: Wheatish 


wearing T-shirt and pant was 
found in the jurisdiction of P. S. 
Dabri, New Delhi. In this regard D.D. No. 26A dated 
26.05.2024 has been lodged at P.S. Dabri, New 
Delhi. 


Any person having any information or clue about 

the deceased may kindly inform to the undersigned 
on the following address or telephone numbers. 

SHO - P.S. Dabri, New Delhi 

Tel. No. 011-25635178, 


| oPresea/ow 2024 Y jow/2024 8750871024, 9013017721 


ICAR-INDIAN GRASSLAND AND FODDER 
RESEARCH INSTITUTE 
GWALIOR ROAD, NEAR PAHUJ DAM, JHANSI-284 003. \— 
“IN V 

for three temporary post, each 
for Senior Research Fellow (Rs. 31,000/- per month during 
1st and 24 year and Ris. 35000/- per month during 3° year + 
HRA admissible, HRA will be given only if accommodation is, 
not provided in the Institute campus) Young Professional in 
same project (Fixed Rs. 35,000/- consolidated) and Young 
Professional-I (Fs. 30000/: consolidated) under ICAR Project 
“Enhancing climate resilience and ensuring food security with 
genome editing tools” will be held on dated 18.06.2024 at 
For more details ie. 
Qualification, Emoluments & other condition please see the full 
advertisement at Institute’s website www. igfri.icar.gov.in. 

Vc Head of Office 


ean 


poorest and backward stood 
up to save the Constitution.” 
Rahul said opposition fought 
this election as one and with 


positive 
sues rang- 


and focused on 
ing from inflation, jobless- 


NOTICE INVITING TENDER 
The bids are invited from eligible bidders through online bids (Single Packet 
‘system) for the work detailed below:- 
E-Tender No.: HRIDCIHORCIGGN/Kharkhoda/2024I01R dated 04.06.2024 
Name of the work: Construction and Erection of Site office at proposed 
Kharkhoda station yard in connection with Palwal - Sonipat BG double 
Rail line electrified (HORC) project. 
05 Cr. 
Tender Security (In INR): 2.02,280/- 
Cost of Tender Document in INR): 15,000/- (Including GST @ 18%) 
): 1,000/- Pius GST @ 18% Extra 

ity of NiTitender document: 06.06.2024 at 
(05:00PM to 02.07.2024 up to 03:00 PM. 
Date and Time of Bid submission: 11.06.2024 at 05:00 PM to 02.07 2024 
upto03.00P 
Bid open date: 02.07.2024 at 03:30 PM. 
Period of completion: 06 Six) Months 
For further details and e-tendering schedule visit website: 
http:/letenders.hry.nic.in and http:/Ihride.co.in 


Chief Project Manager (North), HRIDC/Gurugram 


‘Approx. cost of work (In INF 


Government of Kamataka 
Forest Department 
Karnataka Eco Restoration Society (KERS) 
Olo the Principal Chief Conservator of Forests 
(Development), Bangalore 560003 
Phone No: 080-23342827 e-Mail Id: kshore2024@outlook.com 
Tender No.: KERS/2024-25/SE0002 dated: 31-05-2024 


File No: KFD/DEV/B1AB/1/2023 Dated: 31-05-2024 


Tender Notification 


In FY 2024-25, the KERS is inviting an RFP for selection 
of consultancy firm to procure consulting services for 
DPR preparation and bid process support for the project 
K-SHORE (Karnataka — Strengthening the Coastal 
Resilience and the Economy). Last date for 
the submission of proposals on the Karnataka 
Public Procurement Portal is on 01.07.2024. The 
tender documents can be downloaded from the 
Karnataka Public Procurement Portal 
https://kppp.karnataka.gov.in/ . For more information, 
this office can be contacted during office hours. 

Sdi- 

Deputy Project Director (K-SHORE) 
& 


Deputy Conservator of Forests (Development) 
DIPRICP/177/AKARI2024-25, 


Congress functionary Priyanka Gandhi with Kishori Lal Sharma in this 
file photo. Sharma wrested Amethi from BJP's Smriti Irani 


would keep Wayanad or Rae 
Bareli constituencies, Rahul 
said was yet todecide. 


clarity. giving India “anew vi- 
sion: a pro-poor vision” 
When asked whether he 


PROCLAMATION REQUIRING THE APPEARANCE 


OF ACCUSED PERSON 
See Section 82 Cr.P.C. 


Whereas complaint has been made before me that accused 
Shan Azad@Maddy S/o Jagdish chand Azad_R/o H. No. 
2340, Basti Pipal Wali Gali Sadar Bazar, Delhi, has 
committed (or is suspected to have committed) the offence 
in case FIR No. 212/21, Uls 393/34 IPC P.S.: Karol Bagh, 
Delhi, and it has been returned to a warrant of arrest 
thereupon issued that the said accused Shan 
Azad@Maddy, cannot be found and whereas it has been 
shown to my satisfaction that the said accused Shan 
Azad@Maddy, has absconded (or is concealing himself to 
avoid the service of the said warrant). 
Proclamation is hereby made that the said Shan 
Azad@Maddy, accused of FIR No. 212/21, U/s 393/34 IPC 
PS.: Karol Bagh, Delhi, is required to appear before this, 
Court to answer the said complaint on or before 06.07.2024 
By Order 
Ms. Shipra Dhankar 
Ld. MM 01 Room No. 180 
Tis Hazari Court Delhi 


SEARCH FOR MISSING 


General Public is hereby informed that 
one female Namely: Manisha D/o: 
Devendra Chaudhary, Rio: JJ 23, 
Mulchand Basti, Vijay Ghat, Darya ganj 
Sex: Female, Age: 19 Year, Height: 5', 
Complexion: shallow, Built: Normal, 
Face: Long, Old Scar Mark over Righ 
Eyebrow, Wearing: Badami color suit and 
salwar and chappal has been missing 
since 06.05.2024 from JJ 23, Mulchand 
Basti, Vijay Ghat, Darya ganj from the 
Jurisdiction of Police Station Darya Gan) 
: Delhi. In this regard GD No. 094A Date: 
Manisha 09.05.2024 has been cegisiered at PS: 
Darya Ganj, Delhi. 
Sincere efforts have been made by local police to trace out the 
Missing female but no clue has come to light so far. If anyone have 
any information about this Missing female. Please inform to the 
following. 
Website : http: 7 SHO 
E-Mail ID: cic@cbi.gov.in P.S.; Daryaganj 
Fax: 011-24368639 Central, Delhi 


DP/6732/CD/2024- 
(Court Matter) 


Cong secures 4 of 6 
HP seats in bypolls, 
BJP bags all 5 in Guj 


Team TO! 


Beane to25assembly 


seats in 12states deliv 

eda set of results Tu 
day thatdidn'thold tooman 
surprises, unlike the Lok 
Sabha verdict. Congress won 
four of six in Himachal Pra- 
desh to strengthen CM Sukh: 
vinder Singh Sukhu’s hand 
after a period of uncertainty 
sparked by a revolt in his 
ranks, while BJP swept all 
five seats at stake in Gujarat 
with a motley crew of four 
Congress turncoats and a 
former Independent MLA. 

Congress's expelled Hima- 
chal MLAs Rajinder Singh 
Rana, Chaitanya Sharma, De- 
vender Kumar BhutooandRa- 
viThakur—allof whom were 
fielded by BJP —lost in Sujan- 
pur, Gagret, Kutlehar and La- 
haul-Spiti, respectively. Two 
other Congress rebels, Inder 
DuttLakhanpal in Barsarand 
Sudhir Sharma in Dharam- 
shala, wonas BJP nominees. 

‘The winning Congress 
candidates that took the par. 
ty's strength to 38 in the 68 
member assembly are Anu- 
radha Rana in Lahaul-Spiti, 
Ranjit Singh in Sujanpur, 
Rakesh Kalia in Gagret and 
Vivek Sharma in Kutlehar, 

In Jharkhand’s Gandey, 
jailed ex-CM Hemant Soren’s 
wife Kalpana Murmu Soren 
madeawinningdebut, coinci- 
ding with her sister-indaw 
and BJP candidate Sita Soren 
trailing in the race for the 
Dumka (ST) LS seat. 

Uttar Pradesh, where by- 
electio1 held in four 
cor aw BJP and 
SP share the spoils. BJP's Ar- 
vind Kumar Singhand OP Sri 

adraul and 


Lucknow Eas 
while Rakesh Kumar ¥. 


of SP triumphed in Gainsari 
and his party colleague Vijay 
Singh in Duddh 
BJP. replic 


In Gujarat, 
LS poll 


ise its numbers 

rongassembly to16l. 
ate Congress pi 
Arjun Modhwadia led the 
winners'list, trouncing 


In Jharkhand’s Gandey, jailed 
ex-CM Hemant Soren's wife 
Kalpana made a winning debut 


Odedara of his former party 
by 1.16 lakh votes in Porban- 
dar. C J Chayda, another of 
those who quit Congress and 
joined BJP earlier this year, 
retained the Vijapur seat. 
Arvind Ladani in Mana- 
vadar, Chirag Patel in 
Khambhat and Dharmen: 
drasinh Vaghela in Vagho- 
dia completed the victory pa- 
rade, all at the expense of 
Congress rivals. The Visava 
dar assembly seat in § 
rashtra remains vacant be- 
cause of alegal dispute. 
'TMC'sday of gainscontin: 
uued as Reyat Ho: 
won the Bhagabangola s 
and actor-politician Sayanti- 
ka Banerj on course to 
defeat BJP’s Sajal Ghosh in 
north Kolkata’s Barana 
Haryana saw BJP 
Nayab Singh win the Karnal 
seat. BJP also won the by 
ion to Ramnagar in 
‘Tripura, with BJP candidate 
and Agartala Municipal Cor. 
poration mayor Dipak M 
jumder defeating CPM's Ri 
tan Das to maintain his pa 
ath in the assembly. 
ar’s Agiaon seat went 
toCPI(M-L)Liberation’s Shiv 
h Ranjan, who defeat: 


sembly bypoll, Congress's Ra- 
ja Venugopal Naik won the 
Shorapur seat in a close con: 
testagainst BJP's Narasimha 


BuPinBagidora, 
hai Cuthbert of 
won Vilavancode 


TIMES Inter: 


Connecting People, Connecting Needs. 


& 


tender & TENDERS E AUCTION NOTICE 
notic PUBLIC NOTICE FOR SALVAGE SALES 
COURT NOTICE STAMEING CONFERENCE pemtea'suneve of Soc] [BUSINESS OFFERS| 
(An Apex Body of Public Enterprises) | Modules belonging to M/s K.P.| 
Wrvewan count oroewaT| AMMAEETATANTSMTSIAH SCOPE Complex,7,Lodhi| Energy Limited, Simdha 
‘NEW DELHI Jeoncerned that we ro going] | Road, New Delhi-110003 | Village 01, 5 MW + 5 
Notice Under Order VRula20 | [to destroy. Ph. 24368208 (Plant 1 & 2), Solar Plant,| 
Code f Civil Procedure records for di “E-TENDER NOTICE” 


‘Caso No. MACA No, 1024/2018 
‘Appeal Against order dated 
1007-2015 

Passed by Ms. Kiran Bansal, PO, 
[MACT, NorthEast, KKD Courts, 


records retention policy 
lcase any person there of] 
lwants to see the treatment} 
records or require a copy of} 
the same, may please contact 


Petals |” [Pavan anc ae Dict 
vs IGANDHI HOSPITAL, (A Unit of 
‘Umesh and Ors. Respondents) | [Pawan Gandhi Health Care, Pvt. 


Ltd) C-50 8 81, Om Vihar, Uttam] 


Notes wo: RasnondentMe.t. | Wa5r New’ Delhi-110059 


Mt, Goah [Phone :'011-40254700 / 800, 
Slo, Sh. Ramchander 
‘lo House No. 919, Kailash 


Nagar, Main Road, Gandhi 
Nagar Delhi-110031, 

Whoreas the above noted 
appellant has presented an appeal 
Under Section 173 of MV Act 
hich wore listed before Court on 
20-11-2018 and the Court 
‘ordered issuance af notice to you. 
‘And whereas it has bean proved to 
the satisfaction ofthe Court that 
you cannot be served in the 
‘xdinary manner, Noticeby way of 
publication to yous hereby issued 
that if you wish to defend the 
above mentioned appeal you may 
‘cause an appearance to be 
entered on your behalf either in 
person oF through an advocate 
‘uly appointed by you for the 
purpose before the Court of 


[Complex. 


Isupport:- 
}9355030607 


i 


i 


any)etc 


i 


[On behalf of Constituents of 
SCOPE Complex/SCOPE 
Minar, online e-tenders are 
invited trom reputed, 
specialized agencies eligiie| 


Railways/PSUs/Autonomou 
[s Bodies/SCOPE for the| 
following works at SCOPE 
|Complex/SCOPE Minar. 

41. Providing & Fixing of GI 
Duct with Al. Faced Nitril 
Rubber insulation over the 
lexisting AC duct connected] 
with AHUs at SCOPE| 


2. S.C of IP based CCTV] 
Surveillance System for 
staircase at SCOPE Minar. 
For details please visit 
SCOPE's website 
www.scopeontine.in &| 
https://scope.ewizard.in or 
[contact at above mentioned| 
laddress, For e-tendering| 
9355030630 & 


All interested bidders are| 
[advised to keep visiting the| 
[above website on regular| 
basis for any further updates | 
ike extension of dates (it 


General Manager| 


CONSULTANTS 


CONSULTANCY for Cyber 


Se 


Oah. medical ecords department} /25 Per NIT criteria working] Please connect 
§WOAR No, 20/2010 within one months to) |with CPWO / 901288 
(MIS Surjet Autombiles publishing this notice.) |P WD / MES /| 


shopping 
CLOCKS AND 
WATCHES 


(Tech. & HR) 


Joint Registrar (Judicial) on 
(05.08.2024 a 11:00 AM. 
{tna appearane is made on your 
behalf, by yourself, your pleader 
‘or someone by aw authorised to 
‘act for you inthe said appeal on 
the aforementioned date, no 
further notice of the subsequent 
‘ato of hearing ofthe said appeal 
ill be given and the same wil be 
heard and determined exparte in 
your absence, 
‘Given under my hand ane seal of 
this Court, this the 30th day of 
‘May. 2028. 
Assistant Registrar 
For Registrar Goaral 


(: 
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usinter Soe 
To advertise 


in Classifieds, 
please Call 


To place an ad in 
inter Sa 


For Persoi 


WE BUY Used Watches 
ids 


Pankaj : 81306047, 


Senator Chair 


To book your ad 


Yavaran Complex, Neb 

‘New Delhi - 110068 have 
changed my name from Nigar 
Zolsra to Nigar Zebra Nagu! for 


LRobit $/0 Shri Vinod Kumar 


name to Rohit Bamola for all 
purposes. 


PRABNIDH KAUR for all 
future purposes. 


Dear Readers, 


Due to Election Special Issue, 


Recruitment - Classified Ads 


in The Times of India- Delhi NCR 
has been shifted to the next Day, 


ie. Thursday 6th June, 2024. 


TIMES Interila> 


Comnaing ropa Canon Wd 


KISSA 


KURSI KA 


“Helix Chair 


Logon to: ads.timesgroup.com 
or Call: 18001205474 (Toll Free) 


TT isnotifed for information 
ie at large that my 
Policy 

‘No.wi1219h02. has 


Netw Dethi-1 10062, 


Bond 


IMPORTANT AND URGENT COMMUNICATION 


MODERN COLLEGE 
CSU AFF, NAAC Aceredied 


To advertise 
in Classifieds, 
please Call 
Sunil : 
9999499496 
for 
Property ads 


To place an ad in 


4.06! approved institution 


ADMISSION OPEN FOR) 
SESSION 2024-25 


LL.B. 


(3Years) 


For Personal ads 


Call Pankaj 


BCA/BBA (3 Years) 
B.COM/B.A.(3 Years) 


8130604727 


Ph; 0720-4900197, 9771149573, 


9711149736 (LLB) 


Admission Melpline: 7303418740 
® www.moderncollege.org 
e@www.moderncollegeofiaw.com 
431, Anand Industrial Estate 
Mohan Nagar, Ghaziabad 


Readers are recommended to make appropnate 
fenguires and seak appropriate advice. before| 
Sending money, incuring any expenses, acting on 
‘medical recommendations. or entering Ino. any | 
Commitment. in reialon to any advertisement 
‘published in this publication. The Times. OF india 
Group doesn't vouch for any claims made by 
‘Advertisers of products and services. The Printer, 
Publisher, Editor, and Owners of The Times Of Inc 
Group publications shall not be held lable for any 
consequences, in the event such claims are not 
honoured by the Advortisors 


Always a Winner 


Dethi / NCR 


99990 62766 


92057 94533 


